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Tfntanda ma est s fva tHe ptofpre pc*sim 



^oUere Atan, victor jue virum vlitartper wtf. 

VlRO. 

On vent*rous wing in quest of praise I gO| 
And leave the gazing multitude below* 
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Historical and biogra]?hicaL 

PREFACE. 

■ 

!rHE ADVENTURER^ 



X HIS elegant s(nd instructive paper waa projected 
by Dr. John Hawkesworth soon after tlic 
Kambler was Concluded, and in conjiinction with 
Dr. Johnson, who, having experienced the incon- 
veniences of solitary authorship in an undertaking 
tt this kind; laid doWn a regular plan, and allotted 
distinct departments to certaiii writers. Of this 
plan we have some informaftion from a letter 
-written by Dr. JOHNSON to Mr. afterwards Dr. 
Joseph WartON. "We have considered/' 
•ays Dr. J. " that a p&per sh6uld consist of pieces 
of imagination, pictures of life, and disquisitions of 
literature. The part which <?epefids on the ima- 
gination is very well supplied, as you will find 
when you read the paper ; for descriptions of life, 
there is now a treaty almost made with an author 
and an authoress : and the province of criticism 
and literature they are very desirous to assign to 

Vol. XXIII. a 
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the commentator on Virgil*/^ 'fhis letter is dated 
March 8^ 1753, and about a month aflerwardif 
Mr. Warton accepted the province of criticism 
and literature, for which he was certainly Eminent- 
ly qualified. The " part which depends on ima- 
gination" was supplied by HAWKESWORTH, 
Thornton; and Johnson himself. Who the 

author and authoress about to be engaged for de- 
scriptions of life, were, .does not appear, but the 
negociation did not take place, as the \^h6le paper^ 
except sii or seven nuipj^ers^ was \(^ritten by Drs. 

HawkbsWorth, Thornton, Johnson, and 

Warton. In l-espect to style, THORNTON 
stands alonef ; his provifice ^as humour, and he 
was not given to studious decorations. Hawkes^ 
WORTH was a professed and most successful imita^ 
tor of Dr. JoHNSON : Mr. Warton, not without 
some intervals of humour, kept to his. proyipce of 
literature and criticisiqn» b|^ ^ith occasional efforts 
in the splemn maiuier of JoHi^isON, as will be (spe- 
cified hereaft^. 

The first 4»umber was, published on Tuesday, 
Nov. 7, \15Q, in the folL^ size;, and quantity of 
4he Rambjler, SB.d at tiie Mwe prij^e. At l;he 
bottom of the last pa^e is the, fpUowjng no^c^: 
*' Printed for J. Payne, at P^piefs Head, m Fa- 
lernoster-How, whore let^rs to the ADVENlfURCigi 
are received. These Numbers will b^ formed 
into regular volumes^ to -eao}! of which will be 

* fio8WEZ.L*sLifebf JoHNSoir. 

f In the last Edition to this Preface, I was so far misleid by 
Sir John Hawkins and Mr. Boswtzll, as to state that the 
Papers now attributed to Bonn I L Thornton, were written 
ky Dr. Bathimi^t. 
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printed a Title, a Table of Contents, and a Traiis- 
fation of the Mottos and Quotations." — ^The title 
is ornamented with anpval head of PoPE, by B. R» 
which' in few copies has escaped the merciless 
hands of the collectors. The days of publication 
were Tuesday and Saturday, and a period was put 
to the work in No. 140, Saturday, March 9, 
n54, when by signiQg his name. Dr. Hawkes- 
WORTH (to use Sir JOttHf HawkINS' phrase) 
^' almost it^termSp declared himself the Editor." 

The pubTisljer, Mr. Jqhn Payne, of whom, 
notice has been already tsdcen in the Preface to 
the Rambler, was V^ anxious for the success 
of this new nndertie^ng, and applied for Dr. 
BlRCR^s good opinioA and recommendation, in the 
following letter pow in the British Museum* 

Ret. Sir, 
I haVe presutned to bi^g your acceptance oCthe 
pcuhbets that are hithett6 published of ^ paper 
/called the ADVENTURER, tl)e ultimate design of 
whtiih is to promote the practice of piety and virtue 
upon ' the principles of Christianity : yet in such a 
nianner that They for "(ifhote benefit it is chiefly 
intended may not t^ tempted to throw it aside. 
And if Sir, upon perusal you find it not un- 
worthy your acceptance, permit me also to intreat 
yon to give it your protection and encouragement, 
wj^cfh^wil) greatly oblige. Rev. Sir, 
Your obedient humble Servant, 

JOHN PAYNF; 
3ook8eller at Pope's Mead in 
Paternoster- Row. 
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The first paper written by Dr. HawkeswortH 
is chiefly a play on the naipe ADVENTURER, wliicb 
uras probably his own phoice. When re-publish- 
tfd, he omitted a very long and not very, perspi- 
cuous passage in the original, supplying its place 
. by these words only ; *' He who, a^ the approach 
of evil betrays his trust, or deseirts bis post, is 
branded with cowardice; a nai^e, perhaps more 
reproachful than any other that does not imply 
much greater turpitude; hei who. patiently/' &c. 

Dr. Hawkesworth was a .n>an of consider- 
able fame in his day, yet his friends Ijave unac- 
countably neglected to preserve 'a«y memorials of 
his life. The following mea^e account from 
the Biographical Dictionary, is. all we havq upon 
record. 

" John HAWKESWORTit an English writer of 
a jery soft and pleasing cast, was born about the 
year 1719, though his epitaph, a^ we find it in the 
Gentleman's Magazii^e for August 1^81, ipakes 
hi m to have been born in 1 7 1 5 • Hie. yysi^^ brought 
up to % mechanical prqfession, tht^t of ^ w^tcb- 
makep, as is supposed. He was qf the sect of 
Presbyterians, and a member of the qelebrated 
Tom Bradbury's meeting, ftom which he was ex- 
pelled for some irregularities. He . afterwards 
devoted himself to literature, J^iid bepfUfne an au- 
thor pf considerable eminence. In the early part 
of life, his circumstances were rather confined. 
He resided some time at Bromley, ir^ Kent, where 
his wife kept a boarding-school. He afterwards 
became known to a lady, who had great property 
and interest in the East-India Company; and 
through her means was chosjen a director of tha^ 



body. As ati author, his Adventurer is his 
capital work ; the merits of ivhich, if we mistake 
not, procured' him the degree of L*L. D. from 
HfeRRING, 'Archbishop of Canterbury. When 
the fle^ign of. cbmpiling^a narrative of the disco* 
t<eries in ' the South Seas was on foot, he was re* 
coitiine^ded as a proper person to be employed 
on the c»bcasioh ; hvH, in truth, he was not a pro* 
peir persiiin, nor did the performance answer ex- 
pectation. ,' Wotks of (asfe aiid elegance, where 
imaiginatiop abd the passfops were to be affected, 
Ijrere his province; 'not works of dry, cold, accu* 
rate narrati vie. However, be executed his task, and' 
is said to have received for if tlie. enormous sum of 
6,o60h He died in tT^3 -some say, of high 
living : others, yf chag^n, from tlie ill reception 
of.hjs ' NanitiVe;* for he was a man of the 
ki^i^nest'sSensibilitV^ and^'6bno*}(ious to all the evils of 
suc^ irritable nk'tufe^*'"Thcii f^^^ aoopyqf 
the irtscri jjtion oh Yah ippifiuifat hlt^ ' 

On the iiiuthority of Sir JOHM Hawkins, it 
appears he Ws hot bropQght ' tip to a mechanical 
profession^ He Was in hid ybudi' a hired clcvk 
i6 one Hi\RWobt>, an' att6mey ih Grocer's Alky, 
in the 'Poultry^ ' Hi^' fiB4 hterary attempts were 
of the poetical kind, dhd published ia the Ges- 
tlismati's Magazine, with x^liich he liad a regular 
connexion*. 4h 1746, he wrote in that public 
c^tibti,' under the n£(n^e of Grevilk, tlie Devil 
Paititfer, a Tale; the; Chaise Percec, from the 
French' ; £pistle to the King of Prussia ; Line* 

*■ Having succeeded Dr. Johnson in the office of CompiUt 
#f the ParUamentary Debates, about tlic year Z744:r 
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to tlie Rev. Mr. Layng (who i^as at thb time 4 
writer ii^ the M«glizine) and to the celebrated 
Warburton : On a aeries of theologicsd inquiries : 
A' thought iWum Marcus Antoninus ; The Smart 
In IT747 bt eontributed, Tlie Accident ; Anta* 
PhiloMpby ,*: Dc^th of Arachne; Chanaont and 
U<aYiortiM ; 'Origin of/Doubti)^ Life, an Ode ; Line»* 
toHope; -Winter, an Ode ;= The Experiment, a 
Talfe -^Jn 1148, The .Mfd«ummer Wish : Soli- 
tiid&;The Two Dov«b, -a Fable; Anturon: In 
l^M^*- P&vtTty rtiMilted}r>Ile$pionialloUed to Old 
Mimlfr; tl^ Nymph atiber To^t; God is Love; 
€lbe'» SolHoquy. ' -Some of these are signed H. 
GrwilUi' Whether li^ wrote i any pro^ composi- 
tkfm it^ dotditridri Mr/ XHTNCCHnftE, bn whose 
aWthdrUy the' above list is'^veiiy sajas liotbingof 

> III lT52«i3^ he^WaS' 'Concehied with Drs. 

Johnson; "BATiHTR»r, and Warton, hi tbie Aix- 

VflKTUREfii; -arfd from the merit of bia papers 
aciqifired'itmidl'repumtfon and matty friends. At 
thb^^ ei^^ 'bis wife^'kept a sdiool IbK the echic»- 
tfiih; of yoiiVig''h(dieti!;> aMd' his ambition ^as to 
deM<:^toimte"b^ i^hifc ^i^ings how wdL qualified 
hB'Vfis^i&WffMn^ of that kind^ and 

ifwtil - tbiEi^pufeit' ptini^es' ibTr^^^ 
ti^^tlieiPA^'an '^seftll^kii^wkdge of the inferim* 
diities aHfd ti^atlotori <of <privQtte hie* ' But an ii^- 
cidcatbap'peheid- after Ihe-fwhttcatk^ Ad- 

venturer which gave a itiew turn to his ambi- 
tion. ' Archbishop HcRRlNO, who had read Im 
essays with muck delight, and had satisfied him* 
self that the character of the author would fuHv 
justify the honour intended^ cpnferred on him t1\^ 
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degree of Doctor of Civil Law. Lafnbetli degrees, 
}|owever useful, are not esteemed proofs of the 
l)ighest merit; yet our author wts so elated by 
this bonour, aa to imagitie tbat it optined a way 
fottrthe profeiaiou of a Civihiua, and having prepare^ 
himself by' study, made afn dfort to jbe admitted % 
pleader in the Eocldsiastical Courts, but met with 
such oppositioH a» ^blig^ / him to desist^. After 
this diaappohJtmenli. hoWevepi he had the wisdon^ 
tQi apply, ihitnsftfta the ..4^n^^rns of his school, 
whidi was mtlbbencputaged/and* became a source 
of considerable. e«Q(Qlilm9nlt«;, Jt is, now painful 
ta record that. this. ^fgtv^/HSpd^ the /consequence he 
begai(iAoac(]^ire io;th0i(WQrl4i alknated him from 
some of the mosib Tahi^ble.-^<5f his. early friends. 
^klijMi^ be. j^ad UAtUij^iyp UitK^ Jivi^ in habits of 
intimacy with Dr. JOHNSON, he appears to have 
withdratrn.from hinii^!and>,ii^ iscSngular, that in all 
Mr/ RosWELt'^. n^ajUve,, tbcn^ JB not one in- 
stance ; of ; a ; meeting \lietwpett Johnson and 
HAWKBSWOHffHi. This^seemi^ in^ some degree to 
confirm Sir JoHl^>ii^WK(^s'.iac^o^nt, which states 
tl^t '/his suo^fiss wiH>ugbA; no gpod effects upon 
his mind; and. conduct :''jPr. JoHNSON made the 
same jfemark, . aod wiUii n )kQen resentment of his 
b^viouri :and Sii! JOtiN;U\inlbs "he might use 
the same tlatiguag^ to . Hawi^eSWORTH himself,, 
and ^Iso f^proach liim with the acceptance of an 
aca([kmic^l lionouf to which ;he could have no pre« 
teiisipns, ^n^ which JoHNSON, conceiving to be. 
irregular, 2^f many yet do, held in great contempt ; 
Jlui^ much is certain, that soon after the attainment 

• Hawkins. 
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pf it, the intimacy between them ceased*.'* Dp, 
JOHJNSON, indeed, vas scrupulously delicate on 
this poipt H^ had a high yeueration for an acade* 
|nip^ degroe, a^n/l be had .earned his own long 
bi^rQ.,|)e appended iU title to his name. He 
Icgi^jpn^ae and even ^attfjy ; hut would accept 
neither froqfi those who had ntQt a right to bestow 
ij, or. did not know how. to bestpw it gracje- 

In 17^6, at Gareick'S dewre, Dr, Hawkes?. 
WpRTH altered the. comedy of *' Amphytrion, or 
the. Two Sosias/' frpm Diyden, with Moliere^^ 
Dialogue^ Prologue between Mercury and Night, 
introduced into tb? ^rst ^gene, q^d the addition of 
tome new musickf. 

,In 1160 he wrote ^^ Zimri^i.an Oratorio/; which 
was'fl^t to music by Mr. StaJJLEY; it has been 
justly 9bjected to this piece, that althougl> it is 
bo)rrow(;d jpron^ the sacred writings,, and historical 
fact authorizes the catastrophe, yet the cirqum* 
stances of a fetbi^r, (ZuranJ, and he a prince, ^ 
chief .of 8^ .powerful people, urging his daughter 
to prostitution, the daughter glorying in that 
ptostitution, not from affection to her lover, but for 
the dcstn^ictioY^ , of a. nation at vi^'iance with heir 
ptvn, together with the conclusion of the whole 
in&tnous bargain in the transfixion of them both in 
the. very act of transport, serins to have somewhat 
too jgross to Miit a drama iptended to serve the pur- 
pbses of religion, and destined to be represented 
in a time of mortification, penance, and abstinence 
from every human, or at least corpereal d^- 
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sure*. Yet, on a reference to the publications of 
the time, this oratorio appears to hav6~ been apr 
proved by the critics and by the audiences. Aboqt 
the same time our author altered for the Drury- 
Lane Theatre, Southern's Tragedy of " Oi^donoto;*' 
by some omissions and some ^dditions^ but 'tft^ . 
latter, in the opinion of the critics, not eiK»a^ lif) 
«upply the place pf flic former. - . •» ♦ 

In 1761 he appeared to more advantage as the 
author of a dramatic fairy tale, " f^dgar and E^ 
meline," acted at Drury-1^6 TJieatre with gi^t 
and deserved success. It is the work of a deli<*ate 
fancy, and was rendered yet more pleasing by the, 
addition of musical interludes. It is still sometimes 
permitted to relieve the audience from the grossness 
of modern farce. 

Dr. HawkeSWORTH had gained much popu-^ 
larity from the Eastern stories introduced in- 
the Adventurer, and this year gave to the 
public, in tvio volumes, his fine tale of " Almo- 
ran and Hamet/' which, notwithstanding some, 
inconsistencies in principle ^nd impirobabilities of 
fable, is entitled to cqn8idera]3le prajse for its, 
moral tendency, and was long a favpurite with the 
public. It must not be cot^pared ind|^d to^ 
Rasselas, which appeared about thie same timCi 
yet to young readers it was, perhaps, more accept- 
able, i. .? 

In 1765 he published DeAW SHIFT'S works, 
with explanatory notes, ai^d ^ life written upoi^ 
a plan long before laid down by Dr. JOHNSON^ 
aiid here it is worthy of remark, that whateyef 

* Biog. Dram. 
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coolness may l^vc sit one time subsisted betweeii 
them, all traces of animosity had been effaced 
firom the mind of Dr. Johnson, when he pha« 
racterised Hawk ES WORTH as a man " capable of 
dignifying his narration with so much elegance 
pf language and force of sentiment. '^ — To thi9 
edition, the critics of the day discovered many: 
objections, which have^ however, been since . rer 
mo¥^ l^ more aeeurate information respecting 
Swift, and by the inde&tigable researches of 
\a§ late Editor, a man who cannot be praised top 
highly for having enlarged the resources of literary 
history. 

Ib 1 766, Dr. Hawkeswprth was the Editor 
pf three s^ditional volumes of Swift's Letters, 
with notes and illustrations. In this publicatioA 
he discovers ao uncommon wartnth against infidel 
pidilications, and speaks gf BoLlNG BROKE and hif 
kditor Mallet with the utmost detestation : that 
in this he waf sincere, will appear from* the follow-* 
ing proof. 

We have already meniioped that in 1744> he 
f^cceeded Dr. JoftNSON ^s the writer or compiler 
pf the Parliamentary debates in the Gentleman-s 
Magazine ; in this office^ if it may be so termed, 
he continued until the year 1760, when the plaif 
of the Magazine .was enlarged by a Review of New 
Publications. Mr. OWEN RuFFHEAD was the 
first who filled, this depardnent, and continued tq 
do so about two yeai^/> according to Sir JOHN 
Hawkins, when he ^was succeeded by Dr. 
Hawkesworth, but there must have been an 
intermediate Reviewer, if Sir John be Correct in 
the time when Mn BUFFHEAD ceased to write, a^ 
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Dr. Hawkesworth's first appearanocMtd •« cridc 
is ascettained upcm undoubted authorityy to 
have been April, 1765. In the month of Octobor 
6f this year, there appeared in the Magazine, an 
abstract of Voltaire's Philosophical Dictionary^ 
by a eorrespondent Dr. Hawkesworth'« 
friends, to whom it appears his cdnndioB with 
the Magazine was no secret^ were alarmed to see 
an elaborate account of so impious a work, and one 
of them wrote to him on the subject An eattract 
•from his answer, now before me, will perhaps fill 
np a chasm in his personal as well as litencry his* 
tory. 

''I am always sorry when I . hear anonymous 
performances, not expressly owned, imputed to 
particular persons; that which a man never 
owned either privately or in public, 1 think he 
should not be accountable for. 1 ^ak feelingly 
on this 8ubject> for though Mr. DUNCOMBE as- 
sured you that the Magazine was solely under 
my direction, I must beg leave to assure you that 
It is not, nor ever was, there being in almost every 
number some things that I never see, and some 
tUngs thfot I do not approve. There is in the 
last number an account of Voltaire's Philosophi- 
cal Dictionary, a work of vidiich I never woul4 
give any account, because I would not draw* the 
Attention of the public to it it , is true that tl)^ 
extracts exhibited in this article do not contam 
any tiling contrary to religion or good moralii, 
but .it 10 certain that these extracts will carry the 
book into many hands that otherwise it would never 
lave. reached, and the book abounds with principle 
which a mmxk .ttugkt to lie ihaogod iat jpubUihUm^ 
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-though he believed them to be true, upon the sauie 
principle that all states hang rebels and traitors^ 
thougli the offenders think rebiellion and treason 
their duty to God. 

" I beg. Sir, that you would do mi* thfe justice 
to say this whenever opportunity offers, especialljr 
with i>espect to the political part of the Magazine, 
fbr I neter wrottf a political pamphlet or paper, 
or ever directly or indirectly assisted in the writing 
of either in my life*.*' 

In 1768, he published by stibscnptran, a trans- 
lation of " Telemachus^ in 4to, which is still con- 
sidered as the standard. He was thought to have 
irimsftised the spirit ATtd genifis of the author with 
great success* 

He contihued to re'view new books in the 
Magazitie, but wfthchit any pt/blications fW>m his 
own pen, thait ean now be traced, until the year 
1172; tfhen lietras- invited to write an account 
of the larte Vijages to the Houth Sea8> a fetsd 
dndertftkfng, and which in its consequences, de- 
lirited hhn of p^ace <»f tnitid and Hfe itself. Wbeft' 
these natigatord returned home, the desire of the= 
pdbKc to be acquaintied wi^ the new ieenes and 
new objects which were now brought to light, wa% 
ardently excitM,' and different attempts were made 
to satisfy ^ general ctrrmityy The first was 
a publication,' entitled, ^' A Journal of a Voyage 
round the Wiirld.*' This was thfe production of 
some persott wfap had bee» upon the expedition ; 
and/ althoag^ his aeoounC was dry and imperfect, 

* This letter is dpOMl ^ Bmaief, kent, Nov. 8, 1765,** and 
Was addressed to the late Mr. BeiAgDin, Paternoster-Row, soiK 
iii*law to RicBAaoiOM, tke authsf of^utiiiA^lic. 
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h served in a certain degree, to relieve tbe eage:*- 
neas of the public. The journal of Sydney PaK- 
KINSON, draughtsmai^ t6 Sir JosEPU Banks, tb 
Tvhom it belonged by ample purchase, was likewise 
printed, from a copy sfureptitioualy obtained ; but 
an injunction from th^ Court of Chancery for some 
time prevented its appearance. This work, though 
disbfiHoesdy given to tbe world, was recommended 
by its plates.' But it was Dr. Haw KEsnu'ORTU's* 
accotmt of Lieutenant CoOK^S voyage which com* 
plctely gratified the public curiosity, as it waft 
tmtte» by audiohty« was drawn tip from the 
journal of the lie«t^ant, and the papers of Sir 
Joseph Ban&s ^ and^ besides the merit of the 
composition, derived an extraordinary advantage 
from the number and etcellence of its charts and 
engravings, which were, furaisb^ at the expence 
of government The latge' price given by the 
bodkseUarfor this work, and the avidiQr with M'hich 
it was read, displayed, i|Oi. the strongest light, the 
anxiety of the nation ; to be fully informed in 
every thing that belonged to tbe late navigation and 
discoveries^. 

This character of .fiie wori^.. however, chiefly: 
from the mild pen of Captain CooK*S bio^^pher, 
is too favourable : The public was not satisfied wjkh 
it. The literary journal^ indjeed examined it with 

* Dr. Hawksxwq&tb owed bis appoin^eBt to write this, 
work ia the recommeDdation of Gakrick, in a conversation' 
1%-ith'the late £arl SanowicIi, M that time IltsC Lord of the 
Admbmky. HAWXitwoaTB wiaptroAuo ia hit scknowledg- 
mentst) Garkick, hut forgot them afterwards ki a manner 
which deprived hmtiS GAEjaCK's ftinidihi|b 

f Bog. Brit. wt. Coolb ! . 

Vol. xxm. b 
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candour, and rather with favour, but men 
were disappointed, and the friends of religion anji 
morals were shocked. No infidel c^uld have ob* 
truded opinions more adverse to the religioai 
creed of the nation, than what Dr. HawkM» 
WORTH advanced in his preface. He denied A 
special providence : he supposed . that prolridbaoc 
might act in some general way in producing events^ 
but contended that one event ought not to be dis- 
tinguished, or accounted an extraordinary interpo- 
sition more than another. He asks, " If the deli- 
verance of the Endeavour was an extraordinuy 
.interposition, why did not Providence inte^iose 
to prevent the ship from striking at all, rather tbaa 
to prevent her from being beaten to pieces after she 
bad struck }" — a question which betrays the inso- 
lence as well as the darkness of impiety ; and was 
considered as much fitter for the mouUi of a pro- 
fessed scoffer than that of a man whose regard ktt 
revealed religion approached, in the opinion of 
some, to intemperate zeal. In his " Almoran jmA 
Hamet,'' his notions of providence are confusi^ 
and perplexed, but in this he has fairly setllofjl 
beyond the regions of belief in revealed religion^ 
and has struck off one of its principal duties, an4 
one of its most consoling hopes, the duty an^ 
efficacy of prayer, of which he was not, howevei^ 
insensible when he wrote No. 28 of the ADVEN- 
TURER. 

An innumerable host of enemies now appeared 
in the newspapers and magazines j, some jx>inted 
^ut blunders in matters of science, and .some exer** 
cised their wit in poetical -^anslations and epi- 
grams ; these might hurt his £g(4^p|fs Ai an wthi^; 
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but the greater part^ who arraigned his impioua 
sentiments and indecent narratives, probably ren- 
dered his sufi^ings as a man more acute. Against 
jtheir charges he stood deienceless ; and no defence 
indeed could \)e nitempled with a reasonable cx- 
])ectation of success. But what, we are told, com- 
pleted bis cba^in, was the notice frequently given 
in an infamous magazine published at that time, 
that " All tae amorous passages and descriptions 

in Dr. Hawk ^TH's Collection of Voyages 

(should be) selected and illustrated with a suitable' 
piate" And this, in defiance of public decency, 
wan actually done, and he whose fame had been 
nused on his labours in the cause of piety and 
inorals, was thus drs^^ged into a partnership in the 
most detectable depravity that the human mind 
j^fan invent. 

That such a reception ^ven to a worlt of which 
h(6 thought he might be proud, and from which 
be drew so great an emolument^, should have irri* 
tated his mind, as has been reported, can excite 
little surprize. No respect for the services he 
had rendered to religion or virtue could obliterate 
the memory of his d^dension ; and it certainly 
aggravated the pain his friends felt, when they 
considered that whatever was objectionable in this 
urork had come from bis pen without provocation 
ttid Without necessity, either from the nature of the 
imdertakiii^y or the expectation of the public. 
Ite ims indeed to sensible that his opinions would 
iAlO(^ the feelings of his readers, that he thought 
j^ lieceBBary to apologize for them, in a very respect-? 

t H^ received 6|OO0lL Coi Ora& "voxVi, 

^2 
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fyl msiXiner, and witb a ^kind of betitatioii frooi 
\i'bich I would wish to conclude, th^it his notions 
were rather accidentally p^rp.le:i^ed by 6 habit 
which he had acquired of cqasouing upon inscrfit^ 
able mysteries, tb^^n wilfully erroneous.* Tbp 
same confusion of ideas appears in a precedii^ 
part of jtjbe preface where he endeavours to applo- 
gize .f<4r the destruction of " poor naked savages 
by pyyr fire-arms/^ in the course of these voyages. 
In abiding the cant of humanity, we should take 
care not to £>rsake the principle. 

Soon after the. publication of this. ill-fated book« 
he was chosen a director of the East-India Cofn-» 
pany, at the general election April, 1773, an 
honour which no mere man of literature ever be- 
f9re enjoyed, and for which literature alone seeoHa 
an imperfect qualification. The affairs of the 

* Sipce the pvl>lication of thf First Edition of- this Preface, 
ftr William For9i:8* life of Dr. Beattie h;is made it^ 
appearance, in which Dr. B. and his Literary Correspondents 
£|:equently adyertwi{h re^ettoDr. Hawkesworth*s Preface 
to his Voyages. I extract the following, on account of its coin- 
cidence with what is said above. ** There are several things 
besides that Preface ,to which I^ow referred, in the writings of 
Uawkxs WORTH, thatsb^w an unaccountable p«rplexity of 
mind in regard to some of the principles of natural religion. 
I bSservedfin his conversation, that he took a pleasure in rumipat- 
ing upon riddlefj an4» pulling questions and calculations : and 
l^e seems to have carried something of the same temper into his 
moral and thebtbgical researches. His Almoran ind l^amec. 
is a strange c nfused nafratite, and leaves upon the mbd of the 
readei* some disagreeable impressions im regard to the- ways of* 
providence : and from the theory of P/'/y, which he has given us 
somewhere in the Asvznturer, one would suspect th^it he 
was no enemy to the philosophy of Hobbxs. |iowever, I an^ 
disposed to impure all this rather to a vague way of thinkings 
than to any peii^crsity of heart or understanding."— Dr. Be A TTii; 
p Mrs. Montague. 
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fompttiyirere at tiUt time in a confused state, 
and the public mind greatly agitated by the fre« 
qaent debates both in Parliament and at the Indi^ 
House. Dr. HjiWK£SWORTH (who in the list 
is styled JOHN HaWKESWORTH, Esq.) probably 
attended the meetings, but took no active share ; 
his health was indeed now declining, and he ex* 
pired at the house of his friend. Dr. Grant, of 
Lime-street, Nov. n, 177.1. 

Immediately on his death, his ilriends began to 
rouse from the apathy with ^diich they had beheld 
the many attacks on his fame and character, and 
determined to put a stop to any farther hostilities, 
by a threat Which wais sent to the editors and 
printers of rarious periodical publications, in the 
followihg words. 

For Mr. H. Bau)W1N, No. 108^ Fleet-Street*. 

^'Sir, "■• •, 

" Your serious attention is desired to the followv 
inglities: 

*' While life and tifitwr last, a man is the sole 
judge of an aifront offered to bid person or charac? 
ter. Amidst the various attacks levelled at 
Doctor HaWKESWORTH in the past year from 
the public prinb, he felt no emotion but contempt : 
he is now past all human, emotion. 

"But there remain. Sir, SOME who loved and 
lionoure^ htiiii, who rekpect his tiifemory too much 
to su&r any INSULT to be offered it with IMPy- 
WTY. 

* This copy it taken from the St. Jameses CiMroniele, 

b3 
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'* They wifh you to be upon your guard : ftr 
m$iure younelf, if any thing obnoxiaua, ia little or 
in much* creeps ioto the world through the Su 
Jamcs-s Chronicle^ jrov ysvOl^be-et/bteineiipenmialfy 
antweratijjLB. 

'' And to come nearer homer at.oiic^'ithc dic- 
tator of these linen "9/01 take notioe of ( it in a way 
fuery timm^ty, and PERSONALLY,: very 'dingreed)le 
to YOURSELF* ; • ^y . f- 

" You m\\ please to oonaidcr. the consofueneei 
of your condiiQt; he will not temple to ride whi^ 
ever may spring fcomAuotm.^' ■ i"^ •* 

■ . . .■ •^- ■ :- 'i 

What cfTect this singiyarwepiiide- had upoti 
oUier printers, I know not^ but MrriBAU^wiK 
does not appear to l»ve been intimidated, a» a 
fow days afterwards he admitted a short ietter, in 
which it is assorted,- and thv assertioR lias been often 
repeated since, that Dr. HAWKfi^fiWORTH ''died a 
])eist." Of this, l)owever> no proof can be dis* 
covered, and whatever might hh\'e been his ihduce- 
inent to write tlie preface to ins voyages;: there is 
pleasure in hoping, that ^^that view.^ich predo- 
minated in hia life, aSbrcled^hiiii coipfoii-when he 
came to die V .' 

Of his pemonn^l cdiaraf^ter/ the following ap- 
pears tp he ^.friefidfy^kptck:" Nature had en-r 
dowcd him witl^ an- unc^cnnipT^y iine under- 
standing, whiph had been ittiproved not only by 
long study, but by converse with mankind. Hia 

♦. ADTiNTuxtR, concludmg paragraph of the last paper, 
which nas been inscribed on his tomb, at Bromky. Ui Kent, 
where he was interred. 
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fertile mind teemed with ideM, Wkich he deli- 
Tered in ^ clear, and yet concise a manner, that 
no one coald be at «i \<m perfectly to comprehend 
his meaning, or ever tired by faearni|f hini speak; 
especially as his diction was sp unaflectedly pure^ 
and* hkiangiia^ sq siniply elegant, that the 
learned and unlemied attendkd with equal pleasure 
to that unstudied flow" of «lo^(uenoe, whk^h, with* 
out seeming to look for them, alwaVs adopted 
those \Hord8 which n^ere most MilahleW the sub- 
jeetf. as weU an saost -pieitsiiig to bis hearers. It 
has been objected to him, tharhe suilelied his pas* 
sions to hold too strong a dominion pver him ; 
and ;it jorulst be confessed, a tod keen' sensibility 
soamod' io> hhhrj a»«^ind0ed itev^r is to^ 'all who 
possess k» a ^easin^ bikt vnforttfnaie gilt. Alive 
to: every tender sentisnani' of tfriendthipi his heart 
dilated with jt>y< wfaeneveri %«av^'plft !t in his 
poitei >to be beneficMaitbdfik he loved; but this 
feoluig diBpositioQ was the^meahs-'cf' leading him 
intoshoh. fireq^vent/'^Dt^ transrcttit' gusts of pas* 
sicsii tt9;were toc^meoh fbr his d^cale ^tttisritution 
to cbe^nv srithoul'feeling'the '^SkcJ^ ^of them . Yet 
with all ibetdtifoick.s^risatibni^ ii^ ^vsii incapable 
of Is^sting resentment, or revenge : and ' had he 
never ivmA fin enemjJti&lrt>hdd done? art injury, 
he ... wouM, wo rtMj' '' ve«t««oi.to ppsrnoii Ace, have left 
the world wittiout havia^lmowifc one*.'* 

Dr/ HAWKEBWORITIi'S;: shdre: of ntli«* -ADVEN- 
TURER toounto. exactly^ to a balf^ "^r seventy 
papers. Of these some are to be distinguished 
for ^pth of reflection, some for ingenuity of 

• Afinual Rcgislti, i*) "J ^% 
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narrative, and gome for a kind of humour, rather 
jdacid, if not solemn. In his style, it is needless 
to say, he approached the nearest to Dr. John* 
$ON of any writer of his time. Mr. BosWELL in- 
jR[>rms ub; that he had " the provoking effixintery^* 
to say he was not sensible of this : he probably 
meant thiit he was not sensible he affected or la^ 
boured to imitate Dr. Johnson. ITiat the re- 
semblance is strong he could not be more ignorant 
than ihe rest of the world. Yet if his papers are 
examined carefully with an eye to this resemblance^ 
It will be found that it is more close in the begin- 
ning of his essays, and in the concluding para<« 
graphs than in the body. 

Of all his papers, those have been most ad- 
mired which consist of eastern tales, or domestic 
narratives, as the story of Melissa, Opsinous, &c. 
His Amurath'ia perhaps the most instructive tale of 
^hekind in any language, and has been reprinted 
in a variety of forms in books adapted for the use 
of children. The stories of Opsinous, of Charlotte 
and Maria, of JBugenio^ of Abulus, of Desdemona, 
and of Flavilla, are told with impressive elegance, 
and discover an accurate knowledge of the human 
heart, and JEm uncommoti felicity in displaying the 
workings of the passions. That of Agmnua cannot 
be read without exciting a powerful interest It is 
to be feared it turns upon an incident more com- 
mon than is generally suspected among those who 
extend their licentious indulgences to a late period 
of life. Every where, indeed, his practical mora- 
lity is to be preferred to his philosophy of ethics ; 
for the latter is frequently perplexed, and leads to 
erroneous conclusionm 
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In treating the most cominon topics, Dr* 
Hawkeswo&th's illuatrations are peculiarly 
striking. Few xnen could bave deduced tiie ne- 
cessity of subjecting the imagination to the domi- 
nion of reasoi^ from two incidents sq apparently 
trifling as those in No. $6 ; and it must surely 
be an evidence . of great powers of thinking, and 
great knowledge of the human heart, when a writer 
can elicit general instruction from scenes that seem 
restricted to the individuals who* bore a part in 
Ihem, as in No. 106, 110. 112, &c. 

The incidents of which his stories consist were 
probably fioci;)^ of them true, some borrowed, and 
some feigned. The masquerade scene in the his- 
tory of Desdenuma is evidently bprrowed from Mrs. 

Hey wood's Female Spectatqr, Vd. i. a 

book which. must then have been in common use. 
No. 52, "the Distresses of an Author invited td 
read his play,'^ without losing much of its claim 
to originality, may yet be compared Mjf'iih " The 
Scholar^s Complaint of his own bashAilness,'' in 
No. 1 57 of the Rambler. The falling of the 
screen in HAW^E^\irORTH's stofy was no fiction. 
It happened to Oay .when he was invited lo read 
his tragec(y, : The Captives, before the PRINCESS of 
Wales. When the hour qame, he saw the Prin? 
cess and her ladies, all ifi expectation, and adyancr 
ing with reverepce^ too gr^ai for any pthcr atten^f 
lion, stumbled at . a . stool, and fi;L^ing forwards^ 
threw down a weighty j^an screen. The Prin- 
cess started, the ladies screamed, and poor Gay, 
after all the disturbance, was still to read his play^^ 

♦ ToHMsoN*s Life x£, Qki» 

s' 



Wdi HISTORICAL ANB 

This was a fa^t^oorite paper with Dr. HAWKE&f 
WORTH, who, l^owever, did not think more highly 
of it than it deserves. When it came to be re- 
printed in 12mo. he made many additions, partir 
cularly the whole of the introductory paragraph. 
The original be^nwith *' that every man is happy/* 
&c. ' Like Dr. Johnson, he revised all his pa- 
per^ Vr(!h g^at care, and made alterations in the 
ityle slnd tahi of the periods, although none of suf- 
ficient ii»fportance to be specified. 

The stipulated price which all the authors of th^ 
AlTT^NTDEER received, was two guipeas each pa- 
Jier. This wi^ advanced by the bookseller, who 
rifiked all eigjtences, and was soon amply rewarded 
}Sff a more Quick sate than the Rambler had ex- 
^ienced. Biesi4^ thia emplun^nt^ Dr. Hawkes- 
WOBTH, an we have seen, owe^ to this work his 
best tathe and character, ^his degree from Arch- 
i^ishop HeRRINO, and a rank in the literary world 
which be had not hitherto reached. 

The early coac^utor of Dr. JJAWkESWORTH in 
the AdTENTUREH, before either Dr. JOHNSON or 
Dr. WaRTOJI had joined hi'mj is s^id to have 
been Dr. Richard IBatHUrst,. at ibat time one 
pf the members of Dr. Johnson's Ivy-lane Club, 
and highly esteemed by him. He was the son of 
a CoionelBATHURST, a ^est tndia planter, from 
whom Drl JOHNSON received his black servant, 
Franti? Barber.^ — Dr. BaTHURST was a physician 
of cpnsiderablfe skill, but without much practice, 
and embracing an opportunity of employment 
abroad, fell k sacrifice to the climate, in the expe- 
dition against the Havannah. His death was thus 
tenderly iamented by Dr. JoHNSON iu a letter t« 



Mr. Langton : — " The Havaonab it ftakm-^-s 
conquest too dearly obtained-^for Batb UKST died 
before it 

yUc Frismta tantltotaque Trojafuit» 

One sentiment of Dr. Bathurst'8 is upon xe* 
cord, which^ although expressed rather exlrava" 
gandy, does honour to his humanity. He declared 
he was glad that his father had left his afl&irs in 
total ruin, because having no estate, he was not 
under the temptation of having slaves. Dr. JOHN- 
SON used to repeat this with a warmth of approba* 
tjon *. 

Of bis share in the ADVENTURER, Mr. B09«i 
WELL has given an account rather confused. He 
first asserts Uiat Dr. JoHNSON took " an activje. 
part in the composition of the AdventUKE^r, in 
which he began to write April 10, oxarking hia 
essays with the signature T. by which mo^t of bi* 
papers in that collf^ction are distinguished ;'' and 
then adds, " tho^, however^ which have that sigw 
nature, and also that of MisargymSf were not 
written by him, but, as I su^^se by Dr. Ba^ 
THURST.'^ Besides the contradictory assertions, 
that Dr. Johnson did write with the signature 
T. and ivimediately afler tliat he did not, there 
are these two mistakes in this account. Dr. JqhN" 
SON began to write in the ADVENTURER, not on 
April 10, but March 3, and not only nwst but all 
his papers are marked with the signature T. un]^si 
in very incorrect editions, one of which, as will 

♦ Lakgton apud BoswjEiL. Vol Uu ^*ai^^ 



appear Afterward^ both Mr. BosrvTELL and Sit 
John Hawkins have made use of in their asjiigiv* 
ments of these papers to their respective audiorft' 

Mr. BOSWEXL proceeds to say, that *' it can- 
not be known how much Dr. BathursT actually 
contributed/' W« have, however, the express 
aMhority of Sir John HAwiriNS^ that Dr. Ba- 
THVRST WBQtef dicr papers signed A, ttnd with6iit 
deptndmg iknphcltl^^xm this afolho^ly; • whrch is' 
certainly: wrong; wetnay aafely assort, thirt iTDr. ' 
BATHi^t9T didCMit^rfte tbe^paperii, he di^ not 
write any.part/bf ^e worie; fof'aAihe other papei^ - 
are appftopriaftednvpoadndDfibted^uthMty' td I>r8. 
Hawk£s WORTH/ Joiiitso^, and Warton, with 
Uie exocption cflwoMortiipee; !^ authors of vthtch ' 
were tinkn#wn^tff tl»'e|^r;:dr are poinXbd out in ' 
thi»editk«u 'M-'.' . ,^-^v-:^\\\': '■.' "• - 

. StOt M^J BttfeWttikbts dm^timi^ m gfve tip the 
poinlrliuit D^.'Jt^HNSONJwrdteybrDh BATMUUSt 
under>:the tigntore T. alt%bu^' in fh<^ passage's' 
already, qnoted, ht-Wf^pb^ chat Df.' BAtritTRiS^r 
wrote ttoanikhh^E' IirJKr.JoHNSON'i^' letter to 
Dr.rWARTOM^'Tineiitidirtdiil^ b^g^ttn^hg 6f thi*^^ 
pre&ce^ it is s^d^ifi^ I^iifw? n0 ^ait - kn !)ie pa^' 
beyond n0w> and theh«'«RfiOtito/'''rhfe Mr. BOS- 
WELL thinks may seem inconsistent with his beiiig 
tlie author nof" the ^pipew marked T^ afid defends 
the eacpressiod^ ih^^k-nMni^^ : '^'But^ had at 
this .time;-\tritt^ only *i>ne tiunibef j iand besides; 
even at asy after pcriodi'lie tyii|[ht have med the 
same expression^' konaidenv^ 'it fll ct point of ho- 
nour nottO»w»'thctn> ft* Mr»» WiLtfAM^ told 
me that, ' as he liad f^ivtn those essays to Dr. Ba- 
THURST, who sold ihem at two guineas each, he 
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Mver would own themy nay he uied to mif be did 
not write them ; but the fid was that he dictated 
them, while Bathurst wrote.' I read to him 
Mrs. Williams" account; he smiled and said 
hothing/' 

Dr. Johnson, it h not improbable, smiled to 
see his firiewjl puzsUng himself ivith a.xli^boultgr 
which a plain question oould in a- moment' havcfkiei • 
moved. But admitting the> literal tryth of iMn/ - 
Williams' narrativei wha^ does it amount-to^. but 
tliis, that Dr. Jo^sON was the amthor of the p** 
pers signed T. and by emplojing Dr^ BATHURflrr 
as an amanuensis^; ^ve him the- profits? fh, Ba^ - 
THU&ST could have no more share iit the merii of 
these papers tb^ Uie servant who carried tbem to ' 
the printin^ffice. The papers in qnestion wece~ 
as certainly Dr. JOHNSON'S^ as his RAMBLERS ^ 
they ans acknowledged aa such by* Di^. Ha\VK£S* 
woai'H^ and thie whole aetafe^regnlaiiy^maiied 
with a T^ whil^ BATH9ABT'ai, or what we suppose^ 
at present toihave been Bathurst^s,. were mariced * 
with ^ A4 . To these jignnturea Dr. Hawkes^ 
WORTH \iraa partkularly attentive^ Anii in the or i-^ 
ginal editipn, whcoi; by. accident the. A. was in one • 
instance omitted^ it wasjMnticedas woierratitm it^ 
the next number. 

The papers marked. A^ amount to eighty all of 
the humorous cast TJbese'. formed the resonrce 
which Dr, Hawkei^WORTH, in No. 140, says,. 
" soon failed,'^ probably by thtt author^a going 
abroad, if indeed the antfaor vns Bathurst, but 
it must not be concealed that the writer of BONNSL 
Thornton's Life in the Biographical Dictionary, 

Vol. xxiil c 
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has assigned these papers to him, and tiotwitti* 
standing Sir JOHN Hawkins' assertion, I have noc 
the least doubt that they were the production of 

Thornton, wlio quitted the Adventurer to be- 
come a joint partner in the Connoisseur. 

'I'he contributions of the author of the 'R AMBLER 
come next to be considered, and concerning them 
there can be no dispute. He wrote twenty-nine 
papers, the general character of which is the same 
with that of his preceding work, but 'being more 
at leisure, he appears more easy and more lively in 
hts selection of subjects. He did not begin to 
write tor the ADVENTURER until No. 34, March 3, 
1753. Much of the interval between the conclu* 
sion of the RAMBLER, and this date was consumed 
in reg^ fer the loss of his wife, to whom, although 
bis biographers have not represented her in a very 
amiable light, he was sincerely attached, and' 
whose loss he never forgot, either in conversaticm 
or prayer *. Having, however, recovered from 
the violence of this shock, he beg^n to write for 
the Adventurer, with the story of Misargyms, 
which he continued in No. 41, 53, and 62, and 
which diews an intimate acquaintance with London 
life. No. S4, A Journey in a Stage Coach, will 
probably never be exceeded for delicate humour. 
The account of the Admirable Crichton is one 
of those which be is said to have dictated, not to' 
Bathurst, but to Dr. Hawkesworth. It is 
an exceHent summary of CricHTON's Life from 
Mackenzie's *' Writers of the Scotch Nation," 
but of this wonderful man, a more authentic and 

^ JoHKiioif *s Prsyeri andMediutioas, ^um. 
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impartial account, drawn up by the Earl of 
BucHAN, and Dr. KiPPls, has since appeared in 
the Biographia Britannica. 

In No. 85, 95, 1 15, 137, and 138, we find him 
expatiating on his favourite topic, the concerns 
and interests of hterature and literary^ men. In 
No. 120, be again indulges ia reflections on '' the 
bitterness of lieing,'' and indeed exhibits his whole 
system of hun^s^n misery, conoluding, however, an 
usual, with suitable consolation. It ia singular 
that the succeeding paper by Dr. Hawkesworth 
contains the •' Adventures of a Louae,'^ which 
jconcludes its melancholy story, wiU^ /' a hope to 
find some dwelling, where no cotnb shall ever 
•enter, and no nails scratch ; whiwh'Oti^r pincers 
.nor razor shall approach, where the leniainder of 
iife may be passed in perfect security and reposCj 
•amidst the smiles of society,', and the • jsnofuston of 
plenty.'' And this hope '^ so extravagant and ri- 
diculous, uttered with such solemnity of diction 
and manner," is followed by the wi ite^s reflection, 
/' that the life of MAN is pot less expo^ to eyil, 
and that all his expectations of security ajMl happi- 
ness in temporal possessions, are eq^ljy cbinierical 
and absurd/' The junction .of th?se papers was 
probably accidental^ but the coincidence of " do* 
lorous declamation" between the. n^n^nd the. rep- 
tile, has, in some degree, the- mirthful air of a 
parody. • - , 

Dr. Johnson revised his A$>V£NTUi(£R& for a 

. second edition, with the same littentii^ii- he best6w* 

ed on the IIambler, but as he had now more lei^ 

sure to write, his corrections and alterations are not 

«o frequent, unless in the first three or four papers, 

c2 
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Mr. BOSWELL has discovered from internal evi* 
dence> that No. 39, on sleep, was written by him-, 
but a proof of that kind would not have been want- 
ed, if he bad consulted the orig^inal, or any of the 
early editions, in which the paper is marked with a 
T. Sif JOHK Hawkins from neglecting this 
precaution, when he collected Dr. JOHNSON'S 
works for an uniform edition in 17 86-7, has omitted 
no less than five of his Adventurers, No. 39, 
67, 74, 81, and 128 ♦. 

The ne^i:^ assistant in the ADVENTURER was Dr. 
Joseph WarTON, to whom, in the original plan, 
the province of criticism and literature was con- 
signed. 

This elegant scholar was bom about the year 
1722: his father, Thomas Warton, B. D. was 
Fellow of Magdalen College, Oxford, Poetry 
Professor from the year, 1718 to 1728, and Vicar 
of Basingstoke, in Hampshire, and Cobham, in 
Surrey. He married EUZABETH, daughter of the 
Reverend Joseph Richardson, Recior of Dun- 
fold, in Surrey, by whom he had three children, 
Joseph, the object of this article ; Thomas, Uie 
late. poet aod. historian of English poetry, who died 
in 1790 ; and a daughter now living. He was 
the author ofa volume of poems published by suh^ 
scripdon in the year 1745, among which is the 
celebrated epigram on the king's sending a troop of 
horse to Oxjford, at the same time he gave a col- 
lection of bopks to the University of Cambridge. 
This has usually been attributed to Dr. Trapp. 

• They have been restorej to Dr. Johnson's Works pul»* 
lished in x8o6» 
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Mr. Warton died in August, ms, and was 
characterized by his sons as a man of learning, pro- 
bity and piety. 

Mr. Joseph Warton was admitted a scholar 
into Winchester College, Aug. 2, 1736, and left 
it in Sept. 1740 : he was admitted of Oriel Col- 
lege, Oxford, and determined his batehelor's de- 
gree in 1744, and was ordaih^, and immediately 
became his father's curate at Basingstoke, where 
he officiated till February 1746. He proceedc4 
M. A. by diploma, June 23, 1759, tM B. and 
D. D. January 15, 1768. Iti MW, 1766, he 
was elected head miaster qf WinchOTcr College, 
which he resigned in 1793, soon after a kind of re- 
bellion among the sclioliirs, <jf the hlmfie of which 
he appears to have had no share. Akboogh long 
celebrated as a scholar, and ItTmg much among 
the patrons of the church, his promotions were 
neither numerous nor very valqaWe. He was Rec- 
tor of Wickham, in Hampshire, a Prebendary of 
Winchester, and of St. Panl's, and Rector of 
Vpham, in Hampshire, which last he received 
from the Bishop of Winchester in the year 1788.* 

His earliesf puW ication was ** A voluwie "of Odes, 
in 1747.'' In 1756, withotit his name, appeared 
the '* Essay on the writing and geniiis of Pope," 
▼ol. 1. artd fn H'SS', the second vdlUme; of which 
the first two hundred- pages were printed' about 
twenty years before pubhcatiott. Br. JOHNSON 
accounted for this detey by M]j|(>posing that the au^or 

* A mote minute account of his life has latdy been publish^ 
•d by the Rev. Mr. Wooll, with a Uterazy conreroondence, 4 
selection from his poems, &c. ^ ' 
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waft disappointed in not having been able to pefU 
suade ihe world to be of his opinion as to PoPE. 
But the kindness his brother had received from 
WaRBURTO^N, is supposed, with more probability, 
to have delayed a work, in which WAR BURTON 
was to be mentioned without muck respect for hia 
critical talents. . JOHMSON praises it, however,, ast 
a book which teaches howUhebrow of criticisn^ 
may be smoothed; and how sA/e itfiiy be enabled, 
with all bef severity, €o attract and to delight. 

In 1753> was published, <' The Work* of Viiu 
gil in English: verse ; tlie Eneid translated by the 
Kev. Mr. CHRlSTOPttE«< f JHT, the Eclc^es and 
Georgicsj' by MrU JOSBPH WarTON, &c." 4- vols, 
octavo;' dedicated, to Sir; I jGtO ROE, afterwards 
Lord LvTTH-TONi >Of Dr. Warton'S Georgica 
and Eclogues,' it diss bedn riaidr ^thatthcyironTey 
the sense of the originals v^itb/ greater exdotnesa 
and perspicuity ^anr^ any fgdier translatipfi >w& 
have; that rthe- vensifU;atioai*iBieasy and harmoni- 
ous, and the style correct^ and' pure: yet that^r H 
read for themselves, they are inferior, as pleasing 
poems, tothe^lmilavij^ribniidncea of Diryden. 

In the same year, while he superintended the 
press during Uie printing of his Virgil, he was in- 
duced to engage in tlK AX)V£NTllR£ll> by Dr. 
Johnson's persuaSioh. His l^twork, the tibour 
of many years,, an edition pf iiier works of Pope, 
appeared in 1797, but the expectations of the lite-v 
rary world were in a great Qieasure disappointed. 
It bore evident marks of Yiaate, and the notes and 
illustrations were seldom new, the style was not 
without blemishes, and there was more of the gar- 
ruJJtv of age than of the iudvcvLUi toscsi^t^sfsioiv of 
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taste and genius. There \ca« a time when, per- 
haps, this woald have been less exceptionable, but 
literary history is now very generally diilused, and 
the public was disappointed to be told' what it knew 
before. A more saioiis objection wa& alsd made to 
the additions which this' editor thought proper to 
admit, some of which are tofiaUy inoornsistent with 
a respect for public decency. • » - 

It is said. Dr. WarTON. had made' collections 
for a literaly history of •Leo X. and proposals were 
in circalation'forahistoty of Poetry frorm Homer 
to Voltatnei but nopart/ of' these nndertttkings was 
discovered ' artioiig his. p^p^si - . . < f / 

II is penson^l c^t&ra6ter wbs ; lillot/ed by nil who 
knew fa im to rafik fai^h : -lie was ichrerful in com- 
panyv aitd ev6tt oonViWld ;'(bis comvetMtion replete 
with infommatikinroit the- history rb^^ literature, and 
wi th classical knowledge^' ..Ab> a tekcher he wais 
ever highly^ venerated hy his-.schoiars> many of 
whom^vose toemhaent distitictiDBt both, in the churck 
a^d i$tate4 ' / He diedi at: Wickhana^/ in HaB»|»hir|9^ 

His <M)nlributka38 to tbriklWENn^UftBR :amG^ 

^ In the j?eeo«nt^lir. WAiiT6li,Iti tilt OSiitlBiiife'i Magji-" 
zia4,' it-ia s^ii Il0 iUfl4>afy(Plle spsi^iwbp di<f]HpQii»tedhi^ hopes t 
l>vthptliii4fA;o afm p. oiv^. of ypsm, the R^jrVJapN Waktojc^ 
of Blanitfbrd/ is pow li^iiig, arid to this gehClemaA fam indebted 
for a sfnall parte? a MSJtlij^y "i^itteil'by'his'-fafcK^r, which has 
enabled ihe to correct the d^tesriii this ^ccdunt.' llie son whd 
dt€d sud^enly^ was a.vu:^.PC,Qmi^inege^ius^ and, yvrote, when. at 
school, two poems, entidcd" The Pyramids of E^ypt, and Jie» 
Pluviorum Tametis'y* the first m Eni,lish, afid the last hi Latin, 
both which are^ghly creditable to hisuieU^- k is/vasy to sup- 
pose that the loss of suf^ 4. yQuth wovfld disafppiut^s. father \ 
hopes. ' ^" 
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to twenty- four papers.^ Gf these a few arc of the 
humourous cast, but the greater part consist of ele- 
gant criticism, not that of cold sag^acity, but warm 
from the heart, and power&iUy addressed to the 
finer feelings as well as to the judgement. His cri- 
. tical papers on Lear have never been exceeded for 
just tasKte and discrimination. His disposition lay 
in selecting and illustrating those beauties of ancient 
and modem poetry, which, like the beauties of na- 
ture, strike and please mafiy who are yet incapable 
ofdescribifig or analysKiig them.: No* 1(M, on the 
,blemisl)e& in thje ParaidiBt*LDst> is an example of 
the delicacy and impartiality with which writings 
of established fame oUgfatUr;be examined^ His 
•observations ,on the Odyssey, in Nos. 15, 80, and 
83, are original ind judicious, but it may.be doubt<* 
ed whether diey have detached many sdaolars fron^ 
the acctistorafed preference given to the Iliad. 1^ 
any objection .may /biS' made to Dr. Wartok's 
critical papers,uit is;that' his -Greek occorstoo fre- 
quently iii a ;WOrk' isiteoded for domestic instruct 
tion . His Btyle.ia always pure and perspicuous,^ 
but sometimesii^itimy be diflcoveredi without any 
other informatioo>!that /' he kept company with 

Dr. Johnson/'. The beginning of No. 139, if 
found detached^ ncught ha^'e been attributed to Dr. 
Johnson. It has all his manner, not merely the 
*^ contortions, of the ^siybilj" but somewhat o<f the 
*' inspiration/' ' > j ' 

It only remains to he mentioned, that this au- 
thor made n^any alterations and. corrections in his 
t)apers, afler die first publication ; and two or 
three flight Jvariations have been adopted into the 
present ^liiou, from the maijciuicifxi^t ^tv tUe mac- 
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friti of liis own copy i^w in tlic possession of the 
•writer of this article. On <the blank leaf at the end, 
is the following authority in his handwriting, which 
tnay be added to the preceding, if any addition be 
wanted, " T/ie papers marked T. were written by 
Mr. S. Johnson" 

The paper. No. 90, which shews more ac- 
quaintance witli literary history and criticism than 
we usually find ia young men, was written by Mr. 
COLMAN, afterwards the principal author of the 
Connoisseur. It was no trifling merit to hare 
i¥ritten such a paper at the early age of twenty. 

The beautiful lines in No. 37, have been uanally 
attributed to the pious GILBERT WEST, and 
Hawkesworth believed this, when he announc- 
ed that they were communicated to him, *** by a 
gentleman, who is not only eminent for taste, lite- 
rature, And virtue, but for his zeal in defence of that 
religion, which most strongly inculcates compas- 
sion to inferior natures,'' which is the subject of the 
paper. Dr. Johnson aupposes^ that Mr. West 
gave it to Hawkesworth without naming the au- 
thor. It was afterwards discovered to have been 
the production of the Rev. RiCHARD Jaqo, a 
poet of a very pleasing cast, who ^as several other 
pieces U^ DoDSLBY's collection, and whose works 
were published together by his friend Mr. HiLTON. 

The' very interesting story of Fidelia, in Nos. 
77-8-9, was written by Mrs. ChaPONE, a lady 
who has already been noticed as the writer of four 
billets in No. 10 of the R-iMBLERt She was the 
(daughter of Thomas Mulso, Esq. of Twy well, iu 
North Hants, was born October 27, 1727 » wi 
^t a Ywy early age exhibited ^gftoofe «&^\\s^^*v«« 
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gination, and superior understanding. It is sdid 
that at nine years of age she composed a romance^ 
entitled " The Loves of Amoret and Melissa/' 
which, we are told, exhibited, " fertility of inven- 
tion, and extraordinary specimens of genius/' 
Her mother was a beauty, with all the vanity of 

. ber sex, and fearing that her daughter's under- 

. standing might become a more attractive object 
than tlie personal charms on which she valued her- 
ielf, took no pleasure in the progress which Hestitr 
seemed to make, and if she did not obstruct, took at 
least no extraordiuary pains in promoting her edu- 
cation. 

This mother, however, died when her daughter 

. was yet young, and a circumstance which otherwise 
l^night have been of serious consequence, seemed to 

.. strengthen the inclination Miss MULSO had* shewn 
to cultivate her mind. She studied tlie French and 
Italian languages, and made some progress in the 
Latin. She read the best authors, especially thoiBd 
who treat of morals and philosophy. To these she 
added a critical perusal of the Holy Scriptures, 
but history, we are told, m^de no part of her stu-p 
dies until the latter part of her life. 

Her acquaiuttlnce with RICHARDSON, whoso 
novels were the lavourites of her sex, introduced 
her to Mr. Chapone, a young gentleman then 
practising law in the Temple. Their attachment 
was mutual,* but not hasty, or imprudent. She ob- 
tained her father's consent, and a social intimacy 
continued for a considerable period, before it ended 



m marriage. 



In the mean time. Miss MuLSO became ac^* 
gminted with the celebrated Mis$ Car lER \ a cor- 
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fespondence took place between them, which in- 
creased their mutual esteem, and a friendship was 
thus cemented, which lasted during a coui*se of 
iiKNre than fifty years. 

Miss MtJLSO's first production appears to have 
been the Ode to Peace, and that addressed to Miss 
Carter on her intended publication of the transla- 
tion of Epictetus. About the same time she wrote 
the story of Fideha, which Miss Carter and her 
other friends who had read it, persuaded her to 
send to the editor of the Adventurer. 

In 1760 she was married to Mr. Chapone, re- 
moved to London, and for some time lived with 
her husband in lodgings in Carey Street, and af- 
terwards in Arundel Street She enjoyed every 
. degree of happiness which mutual attachment could 
confer^ but it was of short duration. In less than 
ten months after they were married, Mr. CHapone 
was seized with a fever which terminated his life, 
after ^bout a week^s illness. At first Mrs. Cha- 
PONE seemed to bear this calamity with fortitude, 
but it preyed on her health, and for some time her 
life was despaired of. She recovered however, gra- 
dually, and resigned herself to a stale of life in 
which she yet found many friends and many con- 
solations. 

Most of her time was passed in London, or in 
occasional visits to her friends, among whom she 
had the happiness to number many distinguished 
characters of both sexes. Lord LytTELTON^ Mrs.? 
Montague, and the circle who usually visited her 
house. In 1770 she accompanied Mrs. MONTA- 
GUE into Scotland. 

la 1773 she published her L^let% oxvNJwt \vsv-' 

6 
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provement of the Mind^ originally intended for 
the use of her niece, but given to the world at the 
request of Mrs. MONTAGUE, and her other literarj' 
friends. As this was her first avowed publication, 
it made her name more generally known and in- 
creased the number of her admirers. This work 
was followed by a " Volume of Miscellanies." 

The latter years of her life were embittered by 
the loss of the gpreater part of the friends of her 
youth; and after the death of her brother in 1 7-99, 
as London had no more cliarms for her, she deter* 
Qiined to settle at Winchester where her favourite 
niece was msurried to the Rev. Ben. JfiFFRRYSy 
but the death of her niece in childbed, made her re- 
Iftiquish this design and remain in her cheerlesa 
lodgings in London. So many privations had now 
begun to aifect her mind, when her sympathizing 
friends persuaded her to remove to Had ley, where 
she died Dec. 25, 1801, in the 74th year of 
her age*. 

Such arc the few particulars we have been able 
to collect relative to the history of the Adventu- 
RERf. Its pleasing variety rendered il at once 
more popular than the Rambler. The sale in 
numbers was considerable, and four large editions 
in volumes were published in less than nine years.^ 
The elegance, indeed, of the composition; the 
charms of the narrative part, and its evident tenden- 
cy to promote piety and virtue, are recommenda- 
jjons which, it is hoped, can never lose their effect. 

* This sketch is taken from her Memoirs lately published, % 
vols. lamo. 

f Dr. Johnson asserted, that the Hon. Hamilton* Botlc 
wrote in the Adventurer ; probably one of the few papers 
which remain without assignment. Bo8will*si Journal, p* 240. 
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s evgryi ipaam.theiui^erciseitfliis: d^^ to himtelf 
syid the .commvjp^ty» strvigg^. wjtli:di$cul|ijes which 
no man ha^v^waya yuraippntQci» s^|4>'is exposed to 
dangers which are , neyer iw^^Yj efpaped j;, life hay 
been considered as'i wsuiare, .ana courage as a virtue 
more necessary than any other. ' & was soon founds 
that without the exercise of cbura^ wiflicrut an e^ 
fort of tKe mind by which iiiutiediate pkasore is reject- 
ed« pain despised, and life'itseif set at hazard, muc^i 
cannot be contributed to the .public good, nor such 
happiness procured to x)9u«elvea as is consistent with 
that of others. 

But as pleasure can be exchanged only for plea- 
sure, every art has been used to connect such ^gra:^ 
tifications with the exercise o£ co^^*^ ^& c^Td^ 
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peniate for those which are gixen up : the pleasures of 
the imagination are substituted for those of the senses, 
and the hope of future enjoyments for the possession of 
present; and to decorate these pleasures and this 
hope, has weaned eloquence and exhausted leamin?. 
Courage has been dignified with the name of heroic 
viitue ; and heroic virtue has deified the hero : his 
statue, hung round, with ensi^s of terror, frowned in 
the gloom of a wood or a temple ; altars were raised 
before it, and the world was commanded to worship. 

Thu» the ideas of courage, and virtue, atid honour, 
are so associated, that wherever we perceive courage, 
we infer virtue and ascribe honour ; without consider- 
ing, whether courage was exerted to produce happi- 
ness or misery, in the defence of freedom or sup- 
port of tyranny. ^ 

B^l; though courage and heroic virtue' are still con- 
founded, yet by courage nothing more is generally un- 
derstood than a power of opposing danger with sere- 
nity and perseverance. To secure the honours which 
are bestowed upon courage by custom, it is indeed 
necessary that this danger should be voluntary : for a 
coiurageous resistance of dangefrs to which we are ne- 
cessarily exposed by our station, is considered merely 
as the diischarge of our duty, and brings only a negai 
tive reward, exemption from infamy. 

He, who at the approach of evil betrays his trust 
or deserts his post is branded with cowardice ; a name, 
perhaps, more reproachful than any other, that doei 
cot imply much greater turpitude : he who patiently 
suffers that which he cannot without guilt avoid, 
escapes infamy but does not obtain praise. It is thfc 
man who provokes danger in its recess, who quits a 
peaceful retreat, where he might have slumbered in 
ease and safety, for peril and labour, to drive before a 
tempest or to watch m a camp ; tlie man who descends 
"^om a precipice by a rope at'tmdm^x., \.^ £r^ 2. ctt^ 
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that is besieged; or who ventures forward into re- 
gions of perpetual cold and darkness, to discover new 
paths of navigation, and disclose new secrets of the 
deep ; it is the Adventurer alone, on whom every eye 
ia fixed with admiration, and whose praise is repeated 
by every voice. 

But it must be confessed that this is only the praise 
of prejudice and of custom : reason as yet sees nothing 
either to commend or imitate : a more severe scrutiny 
must be made, before she can admit courage to belong 
jto virtue, or entitle its possessor to the palm of honour. 

If new worlds are sought merely to gratify avarice 
or ambition, for the treasures that ripen in the distant 
mine, or the homage of nations whom new arts of de« 
struction may subdue ; or if the precipice is descended 
merely for a pecuniary consideration : the Adventu- 
rer is, in the estimation of reason, as worthless and 
contemptible, as the robber who defies a gibbet ibr the 
hire of a strumpet, or the fool who lays out his whole 
property on a lottery ticket. Reason considers the 
motive, the means, and the end; and honours courage 
only, when it is employed to effect the purpose of vir- 
jtue. Whoever exposes Jife for the good of others, 
pud desires no superadded reward but i&me, is pro- 
nounced a hero by the voice of reason ; and to with« . 
hold the praise that he merits, would be an attempt 
equally injurious and impossible. How much thea 
is it to be regretted, that several ages have elapsed, 
since all who had the will, had also the power, thus 
to secure at once the shout of the multitude, and the 
eulogy of the philosopher ! The last who enjoyed 
this privilege were the heroes that the history of certain 
dark ages distinguishes by the name of Knights Errant; 
beings who improved die opportunities of glory that 
were peculiar to their own times, in which giants were 
to bejsncountered, dragons destroyed, encha?cv\scw^\^^ 
^yasofar ed, apd captive piince&ae& «ei ^xVi^ivj% 
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These' heroes, howe?er immerousy or wher6s0er 
they dwehy had nothiti? iriore to do, thafl^ as soon 99 
Aurora with her dewy fingers unlocked the Posy poi^ 
tab of the East, to mouilt the steed, gra^ the la^o^ 
and ride forth attended by a feithful squiire : si ^sAt %t 
a dragon immediately appeared ; or a castk was pf^ 
ceived witha moat, a bridge, and a horn : the horb is 
soimded, a dwarf first appears, and then an en^h^nii^r ; 
a combat ensues, and the enchanter is de&atfid : tht 
knight enters the castle, read« a TaReman, diwi(4¥>tfl 
the enchantment, receives theth^ksof thej^iitGessti 
and encomium of the knights ; then is conducted by 
the principal lady to the court of hef father \ \a tllet% 
the object of univeFsal admiration, refuses a kiagpdotfl) 
and sets out again to acijuire new gl^ by a sedtetf df 
Bew adventures. 

But if the world has now no employm^t foi( fiht 
Knight Errant, the Adventurer may sttil do good ifft 
fame. Such is the hope, with wMch he quiis the qpisx 
of indolence and tlie safety of obstiUrky ; te such Mir 
bition he has exohansed- content, akl such is hit 
claim as a candidate tor praise. It may, i«deed» bt 
objected^ that he has no right to the rewara f becaosia, 
if it be admitted that he does good lor fame, it cannot 
be pretended that it is at the risque of life : but ho- 
nour iias been alw^s allowed to be (^ geiseater v'dtti 
than life, if, therefore, the Adveilturer risque^ hono^ 
he risques more than the Knighit. The ignominy 
which felk on a disappointed caadidate for public 
praise, would by those ^ry Knights haiv^ been deeili<^ 
ed worse than death ; and. who is more truly a caa« 
didate for pubMc praise than an iluthof I But a$ idK 
Knights were without fear of death, l^ Adv^ftiiw 
is without fear of disgrace or disappointment : he co»> 
fides, like them, in the temper of^kis weapon, attd the 
jusdce of his cause ; he knows he has Dot hsc to go^ 
before be vi[iii meet wkk wosa forB«c9«atJkByt hat b«tt 
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raised by sophistry for the asylum of error» some en- 
chanter who lies in wait to ensnare innocence, or some 
dragon breathing out his poison in defence of infideii- 
ty ; he has also the power of enchantment, which he 
will exercise in his turn $ he will sometimes crowd the 
scene with ideal beings, sometimes recal the past, 
an'd sometimes anticipate the future; sometimes hct 
will transpoit those who put themselves under his in- 
fluence to regionswhich.no traveUer has yet visited, 
and will sometimes confine them with invisible bands 
till the charm is dissolved by a word, which will be 
placed the last in' a papef which he shall give them. 
' Nor does he fear that this boast should draw upon 
him the imputation, of arrogance or of vanity j for the 
Knight when he challenged an army, was not thought 
either arrogant or vain ; and yet as every challenge is 
a boast, and implies a consciousness of superiority, 
the ostentatioo.is certainly in proportion to the force 
that is defied*; but this force is also the measure of 
danger, and danger is the measure of honour. It 
must .also be remarked, that there is great difference 
between a boast of what we shall do, and of what we 
have done. A boast when we enter the lists, is a defi- 
anceof danger; it claims attention, audit raises expecta- 
^on; but a boast when we retum,is only an exultation m 
safety, and a demand of praise which is not thought 
to be due ; for the praise that is thought to be due i% 
always paid. Let it be remembered, therefore, that 
if the Adventurer raise.s expectation, he propprtionablj: 
increases his danger ; and that he asks nothing wbiQ& 
the Public shall (tesire to withhold 
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Falma M^ata matrmn^ dmMA nJutk apitumu 



--To itnk in ihaine, or twell with pride. 
At the gi^rpjhnis pumd in cUnjd. 



HOlt 



fBAHCia* 



Tyib multitucfet that support life by c^fnoral l$bouTy 
Jtnd eat their hr^d irt the sweat of thew* orow, cofli* 
monly regard inactivity as icficness ; and have no 
conception that ^vearines8 can he contracted in an 
elbow-clialf , by now and then peeping into a book, 
aod mtisin? the rest of the day : the sedentary and 
itudiouSy therefore, raise their envy or contempt, as 
they appear either to possess the conveniences of life 
by the mere bounty of fortune, or to sufier the. want 
of them by refusing to work. 

It is, however, certain, that to think is to labour ; 
and that at the body is aftcted by the exercise of 
the mind, the fatigue of the study is not less than 
that of the field or the manufactory. 

But the labour of the mind, though it is equally 
wearisome with that of the body, is not attended 
with the siune advantages. Exercise gives health, 
▼igour, and cheerfulness, sound sleep, and a keen 
appetite : the effects of sedentary thoughtfulness are 
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dismei that embitter ami dhorten UTcy intefinipted 
mt, tasteless meals, ferpeta^ knguofy and causeleat 
aflxiety. 

No natural inability to pierfonn manual operai- 
ttons, has been observed to proceed from dismcli- 
hation ; the relttctaRce, if it cannot be remored» 
may be sumioiinted ; and the artificer then proceeds 
in his irork vnth as much dexterity and exactness 
as if no extraordinary eflfbrt had been made to begin 
it : but with respect to the prodnctions of imagina- 
tfon and wit^ a mere determination of the will is not 
sufficient ; there must be a disposition of the mind 
which no human being can procure, or the woric will 
have the appearance of a forced pkfit^ in the pro*- 
ductton of which the industry of art has been sub^ 
stituted for the rigour of nature. 

Nor does this disposition alwotys ensure success, 
though the wim of it never fails to render applica- 
tion meffectoal'; for the writer who sits down in the 
rt^omiBg^red widi his subject and teeming with ideas, 
often fmds at night, that what delighted his imagina- 
tion offends his judgment, and that he has lost die day 
by indulging a pleasin? dream, in which he joined 
together a multitude of sj^endid images without per- 
ceiving their incongnuty. 

Thus the wit is condemned to pass his hoursy those 
hours which return no more, in attempting that 
which he cannot effect, or in coUecdnj? materials 
which he afterwards discovers to be unfit for use : 
but the ttiechamc and-die husbandman know, diat the 
wwk which they perform will allnrays bear the same 
proportion to the time in which they are employed and 
the d35gence which they exert. 

Neiiier is the reward of intellectual equally cer- 
tain with that of corporal labour ; die artificer, for 
the manu^cture which he finishes in a daL^> t^^^vi^i^ 
»ccit$m8um; bot the wit &c({o.eti\]ky f^uss^ xi^ '^^ 
6 



9 AOVEMTURKR. »*2r 

vantage from t perfonnance at which he has toiled 
many months, either because the town is not disposed 
to judge of his merit, or because he has not suited the 
popular taste. 

It has been often observed, that not the value of 
a man's income, but the proportion which it bears 
to his expences, justly denominates him rich or 
poor, and that it is not so much the manner in 
which he lives, as the habit of life he has contract- 
ed, which renders him happy or wretched. For 
this reason, the labour of we mind, even when it 
is adequately rewarded, does not procure means of 
happiness in the same proportion as that of the 
body. They that sing at the loom, or whistle after 
the plough, wish not for intellectual entertainment ; 
if they have plenty of wholesome food, they do not 
I repine at. the inelegance of their table, nor are they 
less happy because Uiey are not treated with ceremo- 
nious respect and served with silent celerity. The 
scholar is always considered as becoming a gentle-, 
man by his education ; and the wit as conferring ho- 
nour upon his company, however elevated by their rank 
or fortune : they are, therefore, frequently admitted 
to scenes of life very different from their own ; they 
partake of pleasures which they cannot hope to pur- 
chase ; and - many superfluities become necessary, by 
the ^tification of wants, which in a lower class, they 
woiud never have known. 

Thus, the peasant and the mechanic, when they 
have received the wages of the day, and procured 
their strong beer and supper, have scarce a wish un- 
satisfied ; but the man of nice discernment and quick 
sensations, who has acquired a high relish of the 
elegancies and refinements of life, has seldom philo- 
sophy enough to be equally content with that which 
Uie reward of genius can purchase. 
. Aad yet there is scarce an^ character «a much 
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the object of envy, as that of a succesafiil writer, 
f ut those who only see him in company, or hetv 
€tt€omiums on his merit, form a very erroneont 
opinion of his happiness : they conceive him as per^ 
petualiy enjoying the triumphs of intellectaal supe* 
liority ; as displaying the mxnri^cy of his fancy» 
and the variety of his knowledge, to silent admira- 
tion ; or listening in voluptnons indolence to the 
mnsick of praise. But they knew not, that these 
hiGid intervals are short and few;- that much the 
gmaler part of his life is passed in solitude and 
anxiety \ that his hours glide away unnoticed, and 
the day like the night is contracted to a moment 
by the intense application of the mind to its object } 
locked up from every eye, and lost even to him- 
self, he is reminded that he lives only by the ne- 
cessifiee oi Kib: he then starts as from a d^^eam, 
and regrets that the day has passed unenjoyed, 
without affording means of happiness to the mor- 
row. 

Will Hardman the smith had three sons, Tom, 
Ned and George. George, who was the youngest, 
he put apprentice tq a taylor ; the two elder were 
otherwise provided for : he had by some means the 
opportunity of sending them to school upon a foun- 
dation, and afterwards to the University. Will 
thought that this opportunity to give his boys good 
leadiitig, was not to be missed : < Learning,' he said, 
'was a portion^ which. the X>-v4 could not wrong 
them of ; and when he had done what he ought for 
them, they must do for themselves.* 

As he had not the same power to procure them 
livings, when they had finished their studies, they 
itsatiQ to Loodion. They were both scholars $ bat 
rTom wa* til g^iH«) and Ned was a dunce : Ned be- 
ctme tfsher in » school at the yearly siilary of twen^ 
i^poundi^ .UfA Tom loofi ^^b^^\^ \mc^^ 't^ 
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an author: he wrote many pieces of great exceDence ; 
but his reward was sometimes withheld by caprice, 
^and sometimes intercepted by envy. He passed hit 
time in penury and labour ; his mind was abstracted 
in the recollection of sentiment, and perplexed in the 
arrangement of his ideas and the choice of expression. 
George in the mean time became a master in his 
trade, kept ten men constantly at work upon the 
board, drank his beer out of a silver tankard, and 
boasted that he might be as well to pass in a few years 
ad many of those for whom he had made laced clothes, 
and who thought themselves his betters. Ned wished 
earnestly that he could change stations with George ; 
but Tom in the pride of his heart disdained them 
both ; and declared that he would rather perish upon 
a bulk with cold and hunger, than steal through life 
in obscurityi and be forgotten when he was dead* 
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I I Scents decora altafuturU, 

VIRO. 

The splendid ornament of future Kenes. ■ 
TO THE ADVENTURER. 

SIR, 

As the business of Pantomimes is become a xtrj 
serious concerns and the curiosity of mankind is 
perpetually thirsting after novelties, I have been at 
j^reat jNiins to conttiYe aa entertainment, in which 
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every thing shall be united that is either the delight 
Or astonishment of the present age: I have not 
Only ransacked the fairs ol Bartholomew and South- 
wark, but picked up every uncommon animal, every 
amazing prodigy of nature,- and every surprising 
performer, that has lately appeared within the. bills 
of mortality. As soon as I am pro\ided with i 
theatre spacious enough for my purpose, I intend 
to exhibit a most sublime Pantomime in the mo- 
dem taste ; but far more ostentatious in its feats of 
activity, its scenes, decorations, machinery, and'* 
monsters* A sketch of my design I shall lay be- 
fore you ; and you may possibly think it not incon- 
wstent with the character of an Adventurer to recom- 
mend it to public notice. 

I have chosen for the subject the Fable of Her- 
cules, as his labours will furnish me with the most 
extraordinary events, and give me an opportunity 
of introducing many wonders of the monstrous cre- 
ation. It is strange that this story, which so great- 
ly recommends itself by its incredibility, Should 
have hitherto escaped the search of those penetrat- 
ing geniuses, who have rummaged not only the le- 
gends of antiquity, but the fictions of Fairy tales 
and little histoiy books for children, to supply them 
with materials for Perseus and Andromeda, Doctot 
Faustus, Queen Mab, &c. In imitation of these 
illustrious Vits, I shall call my entertainment by the 
name of Harlequin Hercules. 

In the original story, as a prelude to his future 
/nctories, we are told that Hercules strangled two 
serpents in the cradle : I shall therefore open with 
this circumstance ; and have prepared a couple of 
pasteboard serpents of an enormous length, with 
internal springs and movements for their contor- 
tions, which I dare say will far e^ss^ceexL xjcv^sttosssx 
monifhin^ ote m Orphe\rt arid lEwxt^;^?. ^iss^-^ 
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the common-siied parti-coloured gtutxjf that hare 
learnt to whimper and whine after being hatched in 
the egg kk the Rape of Proierpine, may serve for this 
scene ; but as the Man Hercules must be supposed 
to be of a preternatural bulk of body, the Modern 
Colossus has practised the tiptoe step and trippine air 
£br t6e ensuing parts. Instead of a sword of lath, 
1 shall arm him, in conformity to his character, with 
a huge eork club. 

The first labour is the killing the Nemean Lioi:^ 
who, in imitation of the fable, shall drop from an 
oiled-paper moon. We have been long accustomed 
to admice lions upon the jstage .; but I shall vastly 
improve upon thisy by making our conquerof flea 
him upon the spot, and cloke himself with the ikin : 
I ha^e, therefore^ got a taMmy-coloured hide -made 
of coarse serge, with the ears, mane, and tip of thi^ 
tail,.properly bushed out with brown worsted. 

Next to this is the destruction of the Hyxka, a 
terrible serpent with seven heads ; and as two were 
•aid to sprout up again in the place of every one 
that was cut off, I design by the art of my machi- 
nery to exhibit a successive regeneration of double 
heads, ' dll a hundred and more are prepared to be 
knocked off by one stroke of the aforesaid cork 
club. 

I have a beautiful canvas wild boar of Erymanthus 
for the third labour, which, as Harlequin is to cany 
it off the stage upon his shoulders, has nothing in ixs 
hellybut a wadding of tow, and a little boy who it 
to manage its motions, to let down the wire jaw, or 
gnash the wooden tusks ; and though I could rather 
wish he were able to grunt and growl, yet as that is 
impossible, I have taught the urchin to squeak pro- 
dij^usly like a^pig. 

The fourth labour, his catching the hind of Mpb- 
JiaJus,'wbose Sect wiere d( bi^M ^4 bom% of ^ol4f 
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I f«ar>)I mnt omk;;' becftme I cainbt farcttk any 
couuDfiu buck to ma slow enoueh. But he is nexl 
to jdrive away those enormous birds of Stymphalus'r 
lak^ which were of such prodigious bigness, that 
they intercepted the light witn theu: wings, aad took 
up whole men as their prey. I have got a flock of 
^em formed of leather covered with rayens fea- 
thers : they are a little unwieldy, I must confess ; 
but I have disposed my wires, so as to phy them 
sboyXL tolerably well, and make them flap out thft 
candles; and two of- the largest are to ffulp dowtt 
the grenadier, stationed at each doer ot the stage, 
with their caps, muskets, bayoaeis, and all tbeirac* 
coutrements. 

The sixth labour is an engagement with the Ajb»> 
zons ; to represent whom, I have hired all the woo*- 
derfiil tall men and women, that have been lately ex»- 
faibited in this town. The .part of Hippolita their 
queen is to be played by the Female Sampson, wfao^ 
after the company has been amazed vath the vast 

S roofs of her strength, is to be>.&irly flung in a wrest- 
ng bout by our invincible Harlequin. 
I shall then present you with a prospect of the 
Augean stable, where- you will have an amangement 
on each side of seven or eight cows' hides sttttb with 
straw: which the fancy's eye may as easily multiply 
into a thousand, as in a tragedy battle it has been 
used, to do half a dozen scene-smfbrs into ananny. 
Hercules's .method of deaasing this stable is well 
known;; I .-shall thereforje let loose a ^i^iole river of 
Jiewter to glitter along the stage, far soipassing any 
little clinkmg cascade of tin that the Playhouse or 
^auxhall can boast of. .■ 

^ As he is next to seize Upon a bull Jn^eathing out 
fire and flames, I had prepared one aocordiogly, 
-with the palate and nostrils properly loaded with 
w«ld*fioe and other ccanbustibteft \ Ibral Vrj ^^ 
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•kiifulness of the fellow inclosed in it, while he was re* 
hearsing Bull's part, the head took fire, which spread 
to the carcase, and the fool narrowly escaped sufier* 
ing the torment of Phalaris. This accident I hare 
now guarded against, by having lined the roof and 
jaws with thin plates of painted iron. 

To personate Geryon, who had three bodies^ I 

have contrived to tie three men together back to back; 

one of them is the Famous Negro who swings aboot 

his arms in every direction ; and these will make full 

as grotesque a fig\ire as the man with a doul^e masL 

As Harlequin for his eighth labour is to deliver this 

triple-form monster to be devoured by his jcanmbol 

oxen, I shall here with the greatest propriety exhSnt 

the Noted Ox with six legs and two bellies : and 

as Diomede must be served up in the same manner ai 

a meal for his flesh-eating horses, this will furnish me 

with a good pretext for introducing the Beautifiil 

Panther-Mare. 

After these I shall transport you to the orchard ol 
the Hesperides, where you will feast your sight with 
the green paper trees and gilt apples. I have bought 
up the old copper dragon of Wantley as a guard tc 
this forbidden fruit ; and when he is new burnished 
and the tail somewhat lengthened,«his aspect will b 
much more formidable than his brother dragon's ii 
Harlequin Sorcerer. 

But the fiiU din>lay ormy art is reserved for th 
last labour, the descent through a trap-door int 
HELL. Though this is the most applauded seen 
in many of our fevourite Pantomimes, I don 
doubt but my hbll will outdo whatever has bee 
hitherto attempted of the kind, whether in i 
gloomy decoration, its horrors, its flames, or its d 
vils. I have engaged the engineer of Cuper's Oa 
dens to direct the fire-works ; Ixton will be whirlc 
round upon a wheel of b\aa:\ti^ «9!L\^cm^% T^^osal 
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will catch at a refluent flood of burnlne rosin ; and 
Sisyphus is to roll up a stone charged with crack- 
ers and squibs, which will bound back again with 
a thundering explosion : at a distance you will dis- 
cover black streams arising from the river Styx> re- 
presented by a stream of melted pitch : the Noted 
jFire-eater also shall make his appearance, smoking 
out of red-hot tobacco-pipes, champing lighted brim- 
stone, and swallowing his infernal mess of broth. 
Haiiequin's errand hither being only to bring away 
Cerberus, I have instructed The most amazing new 
English Chien Savant to act the part of this three- 
headed dog, with the assistance of two artificial nod- 
dles fastened to his throat. The sagacity of this ani- 
mal will surely delight much more than the pretty 
trick of his rival, the human hound, in another enter- 
tainment. 

Thus I have brought my Hercules through his 
twelve capital enterprizes ; though I purpose to 
touch upon some other of the Grecian hero's atchieve- 
inents. I shall make him kill Cacus the three-headed 
robber, and shall carry him to Mount Caucasus to untie 
Promotheus, whose liver was continually preyed upon 
by a vulture. This last mentioned incident I cannot 
pass over, as I am resolved that my vulture shall vie in 
bulk, beauty and docility, with the so much applaud- 
ed Stupendous Ostrich : and towards the end I doubt 
not but I shall be able to triumph over the Sorcerer^s 
great gelding, by the exhibition of my Centaur Nessus, 
who is to carry off th^Little woman that weighs no 
more than twenty-three pounds, in the character of 
Deianira ; a burthen great enough for the ostler who 
is to play the brute-hdf of my Uentaur, as his back 
must be bent horizontally, in order to fix his head 
9gainst the rump of the man-half. 

The whole piece will conclude with Harlequin in 
■^ bloody shin, skipping, writikung) ^lA i^\x*^> 'v^^ 

c 2 



at length eifMiing, to ^e irpegvlsr motiaiw of the 
^kUe>8(aek: though if an\r of the fire-offices viB 
inture the hovse^ he shall mount the kindled pile, 
«id be burned to ashes- in the p r esen ce ef the mole 
andienee. 

Intrigue is the soul of these dumb shews, as weU 2$ 
of the moi« se n st i ess forces : Omphale, therefore, or 
Deianira must serve for my Colombine ; and I can 85 
far wrest the foble to my own purpose^ as to suppose 
that these dangers were encountered by Hai4ec[uin for 
their sakes. Eristheus, the persecutor of Herodee, 
will be properly characterized by Pantaloon, and the 
servant whose business it is, as Homer says, ** to 
•hake the regions of the gods with laughter,** shaH 
be the wonderful litde Nomlkman, as in all books of 
chivalry you never read of a giant but you are told of 
a dwarf. The fellow with Stentorian liings, who can 
braak passes and shatter window-panes with the 
kMidness of his vociferation, has en^ged in that one 
scene, where Hercules laments the loss pf his Hyfes, 
to make the whole house ring again with his* barw^- 
iag ; and the wondered man, who talks in his beHy» 
and can fling his voice into any part of a room, has 
promised to answer him in the diaracter of Echo. 

I cannot conclude without informing you, that I 
have made an uncommon provision for the rtecessary 
emibellkhments of singing and dancing. Grim Pkito; 
you know, the black peruked Monarch, must bellow 
w bass, and the attendant devils cut capers in flamo^ 
coloured stockings, as usual ; but as Juno cherished 
an kmnoFtal hatred to our hero, she shall descend is 
a chariot drawn by peacocks, and thriH forth hef 
rage ; Deianira too shall vent her amorous »^s to 
soft airs : the Amazons with their gih leather breasts 
plates and helmets, their tin pointed spears and look' 
lag-glass shields, shaH give you the I^rhic dance to 
J^ jfiemtle om the )tenW-dnim% \ wwi tfc O^n^te^'t 
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'coorty after Hercules has resigaed his club, to ce- 
* karate her triumph, I shall introduce a grand dance of 
distafis, in emulation of the Witches' dance of broom- 
sticks. Nothing of this kind shall be omitted, that 
may heighten either the grandeur or beauty of my 
entertainment : I shall therefore, I hope, find a place 
' somewhere in Jthis piece, as I cannot now have the 
Wire-dancer, to bring on mjr Dancing-bears. 

I am. Sir, 

Your humble servant, 
A, LuN Tertius; 
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Ficta voiuptath eausi nnt proxtma vtrU* 

HOR. 

Fictions to please should wear the face of truth. 

Rose. 



No species of writing affords so general entertain- 
ment as the relation of events ; but all relations of 
•vents do not entertain in the same degree. 

it is always necessary, that facts should appear 
to be produced in a regular and connected series, 
that they should follow in a quick succession, and 
yet that they should be delivered with discrimina- 
ting circumstances. If they have not a necessary 
and apparent connection, the ideas which they ex- 
cite obliterate each other, and the mind is tanta- 
lized with an imperfect glimpse of innumerable 
•bjects that just appear and. \.im%Vi\ >£ vW^ -jji^ 

c '^ 
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too miiHitd|y related; they heipcnpc tii w some ; and 7 
divested of at their cii'cumstancM^ knipid; far wild 
that reads in a table of chronology or an index, jtlMt 
a city was swallowed up by an eardtqoake, or a losg^ 
dom- depopulated by a pesdlence, finds eidicr his tt* 
tention engaged, or his curiositv gratified ? 

Those narratives are most phf^ing, which not atif 
excite and gratify curiosity buteogage the passions. - 

History is a relation of the most natural and im* 
pprtant events 4 history, therefore, gratifies curiosity, 
but it does not often excite either terror or pity; the- 
mind feels not that tenderness for a falling state^ 
which it feels f<»r«a ii^iirwi beauty ; aor is it so much 
.alarmed at the migration of barbarians who mark 
their way with desolation, and fill the world with vio- 
lence andrapine, as at die finy of ar husband, whe, A- 
ceived into jealousy by false appearances, stabs a faith- 
fill and affectionate wife kneeling at his feet, and plead- 
ing to be heard. 

Voyages and Travels have neady the same ez4Esellcn- 
cies and the same defects : no passion is strongly ex- 
cited except wonder ; or if we feel any emotion at the 
danger, of the traveller, it is tranttent and languid, be- 
cause his character is not rendered sufficiently impor- 
tant ; he is rarely discovered to have any excellencies* 
but daring curiosity ; he is never the object of admirftL 
tron and seldom of esteem. 

Biography would aiwajrs engage the passions, if it 
could sumciently gratify curiosity: but thei^ have 
been few among the whole human species whose liv«tf 
would ftnuish a single adventure ; I mean such a com- 
plication of circumstances, as hold die mind in an 
anxious yet pleasing* suspence, and gradually unfold in^ 
the production of some unforeseen and tniportanfe 
event ; much less such a series of facts, as will perpe« 
tuaUy vary the scene, and gratify die fkncy, with new 
views of life. 
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£ttf Niattti^ h flow exhausted; aU her wonders 
haVe be^ accuxtmlated, every recess has been ex- 
j^dfedy deserts have been traversed, Alps climbed, 
add the secrets of the deep disclosed ; time has been 
coinpdled to restore the empires and the heroes at 
antiquity ; §11 have passed in review ; yet fancy re- 
quires teMt/ {(ratifications^ and curiosity is still un- 
Satisefied. 

The re^burees of Art yet remain : the simple beau- 
'fles df nafuref if they cannot be multiplied, may be 
compounded, and an infinite variety produced, in wnich 
by tfte union of different graces both may be height- 
efied, and the coalition or different powers may pro- 
dntea proportionate effect. 

Tile £pie Fbem at once gratifies curiosi^ and 
fliotes the pas*k)ns ; the events are various and impor- 
tant ; but K is not the fate of a nation, but of the hero 
in whieh they terminate, and whatever concerns the 
hero engaged the passions ; the dignity of his cha- 
tiacter, his ^ipierit, and his importance, compel us tb 
fellow hirti ^ith reverence and solicitude, to tremble 
when he is in danger, to weep when he suffers, and tb 
ixun when he is wronged ; with these vicissitudes (>f 
|sassi(>n every heart attends Ulysses in his wanderingi, 
'ind Achilles to the field. 

Upon this occasion the Old Romance may be cofi- 
.^idered as. a kind of Epic, since it was intended to 
produce the same effect upon the mind nearly by the 
same means. 

In both these species of writing truth is apparent- 
ly violated : but though the events are not always 
{produced by probable means, yet the pleasure arising 
rom the story is not much lessened; for fancy is 
still captivated with vaiiety, and passion has scarce 
leisure to reflect, that she is agitated with the fate of 
imaginary beings, and interested in events that nevei- 
liappenecf. 
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The NoveU though it bears a nearer resemblaoce to 
.truth, has yet less power of entertainment ; for it is 
" confined within the narrower bounds of probability, 
the number of incidents is necessarily diminished, and 
if it deceives us more, it surprises us less. The distress 
is indeed frequently tender, but the narrative often 
stands still ; the lovers compliment each other in te- 
dious letters and set speeches ; trivial circumstances 
.are enumerated with a minute exactness, and the 
reader is wearied with languid descriptions and' im* 
pertinent declamations. 

But the most extravagant, and yet perhaps the 
most generally pleasing of all literary performances, 
are those in which supernatural events are every 
moment produced jby Genii and Fairies : such are 
the Arabian nights' entertainment, the Tales of the 
countess d'Anois, and many others of the same 
class. It may be thought strange^ that the minSi 
should with pleasure acquiesce in the open viola- 
tion of the most known and obvious truths ; and 
that relations which contradict all^^ss^rience, and 
exhibit a series of events that^are not only im- 
possible but ridiculous, should be read by almost 
every taste and capacity with equal eagerness and 
delight. But it is not perhaps, the mere violation 
of truth or of probability that offends, but such a 
violation only as perpetually recurs. The. mind is 
satisfied, if every event appears to^hafe an ade- 
quate cause ; and when the agency of €knii aod 
Fairies is once admitted, no event which is deem- 
ed possible to siich agents is rejected as incredible 
or absurd J the action of the story proceeds" with 
regularity, the persons act upon rational princij^es, 
- and such events take place as may naturally be 
•expected from the interposition of superior intelli- 
gence and power : so that though there is not a 
natural f there is at least a kiud of toioral ^robabi*. 



liCy |j|UliLiVtd) dooA our fint coRGeMidii it abtiDdandy 
j rfrw aw e d fey the nev scenes to which we are admitted^ 
nd the TO Wn nded prospect that is thrown open be- 
fore «s. 

Bofcthongh we attend with delight to the atchieve- 
ffiettttof ft hero who is transported in a moment over 
half the globe upon a griffon, and see with admiration 
a palace or a city vanish upon his breaking a seal or 
cfxtinguishing a hmp | yet tf ait )m ^st interview with 
a mistressy for whose sake he had fought so many bat- 
tles and passed so many regions, he should salute her 
witii t box on tkf ear ; «r if immedialely alter he hftd 
vanquished a giant or a dragon, he should leap into a 
well or tie himself up to • treei we should be disap- 
pointed and disgusted, the story would be condemned 
as improbable, Unnatiural, and absurd, our inhate love 
of truth would be appkuided, and we should expa- 
tiate on tlut fiiUy of aft attempt to please reasonable 
beings, by a detail of events which can never be be- 
lieved, knd the intervention of agents which could never 
have existed-. . 

Dramatic Poe^ry» especially tragedy, seems to 
unite all that pleases in each of these species of writ- 
ing, with a stronger resemUance of truth, and a closer 
imitation of nature : the characters are such as excite 
attention and solicitude { the action is important, its 
progress is intricate yet natural, and the eatastrdphe iv 
sudden aiid striking ; and as we are present to evcrr 
ttmsaction, the images are more strongly impressec^ 
aind ^e passions more forcibly moved. 

From a dramatic poem to. those short pieces^ 
which may be contained in such a periodical paper as 
fte Adreiaturer, is a bold transition. And yet such 
fueces, aidtough formed upon a single incident, if that 
Incident be sufficiently uncommon to gratify curiosity, 
and sufficiently interesting to engage the passions, 
msjr aflbrd sin ep te rtainment, lAitlb^'xi Sx *\% tw^Naa^;- 
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inft, IS yet of the highest kind. Of such,, therefore^ 
this paper will frequently consist : but it should be 
remembered, that it is much more difficult and labo« 
rious, to invent a story, however simple and haw- 
ever short, than to recollect topics of mstructiony or 
to remark the scenes of life as they are shifted be* 
fore us. 



=5= 
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Tunc et tfoes tufas muvere per a era pennas ; 
B,t Upus impavidus mediix erratnt in agris : 
■Nee sua ereduUtas piscem sutpenderat bamo, 
Guneta sins insidiisj nullamque timentiafraudemy 
PUnaque pacts eranU ■ 



Then birds in airy space might safely move. 
And tim'rous hares on heaths securely rove : 
Nor needed fish the guileful hook to fear ; 
For all wasxpeaceful, and that peace sincere. 



PVID- 



DRYDEN. 



I HAVE before remarked, that it is the peculiar in- 
felicity of those who Uve by intellectual labour* 
not to be always able equally to improve their 
time by application : there are seasons when the 
power of invention is suspended, and the mind 
sinks into a state of debility from which it can no 
more recover itself, than a person who sleeps can 
by a vohmtary effort awake. I was sitting in my 
study, a few nights ago in these perplexing circum* 
stances, and after long rumination and many inef- 
fectual attempts tp start a hint which I might pur- 
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sue in my lucubration of this day, I determined to 
goto bed, hoping that the mommg would remove 
every impediment to study, and restore the vigour of 
my mind. 

I was no sooner asleep dian I was relieved from 
my distress by means which, if I had been waking, 
•would have increased it ; and injstead of impressing 
upon my mind a train of new ideas in a regular 
succession, would have filled it with astonishment 
and terror. For in dreams, whether they are pro- 
duced by a power of the imagination to combine 
images which reason would separate, or whether 
the mind is passive and receives impressions from 
some invisible agent, the memory seems to lie 
wholly torpid, and the understanding to be em- 
ployed only about such objects as are then present- 
ed, widiout comparing the present with the past^ 
When we sleep, we often converse with a friend 
who is either absent or dead, without remember- 
ing that the grave or the ocean is between us. We 
float like a feather upon the wind, or we find our- 
selves this moment in England and the next in In- 
dia, without reflecting that the laws of nature are 
suspended, or inquiring how the scene could have 
' been so suddenly shifted before us. We are familiar 
with prodigies, we accommodate ourselves to every 
event however romantic : and we not only reason, but 
act upon principles which are in the highest degree 
absurd and extravagant. 

In that state, therefore, in. which no prodigy 
could render me unfit to receive instruction, I ima- 
'gined myself to Se still sitting in my study, pen- 
sive and dispirited, and that I suddenly heard a 
' small shrill voice pronounce these words, ** Take 
your pen; I will dictate an Adventurer." I turned 
to see from whom this voice proceeded, but I could 
discover pothing 2 believing, therefore, that my good 



gflDiut or tame favcuong muse waspretent» I inunc- 
diately prepared to wnte» and the toicc dktttted the 
fbUowiag narrative : 

<< I was the eldest son of a country genthemaa whp 
poesetted a large estatei^;' and when I waa about ame- 
teeo years of age fell witiiny horse as I waa hundngy 
my oeck was dislocated by the fall^ asd for want of 
immediate assistance, I died before I could be car- 
ried home : but I found myself the next mnmfsnr> 
with iaexprsssible grief and astoaishment, under the 
ahape of a mongrel puppy in the stable of an in«, that 
was kept by a man who;had been butler to my Albert 
4Uid had married the cook. 

' I waa indeed, greatly caressed ; but my master in 
order as he said to mcrease my beauty aa well jm issg 
•trengthy foon disencumbered me of my ears and m^ 
tail. Besides the pain that I suffered in the ope- 
ratbn, I eicperienced the disadvantages of this m»- 
tilation in a thousand instances : this, however, was 
but a small part of the calamity which in this state I 
was impointedto suBfer. 

< My master had a son about four years old, who 
was yet a greater ^vourite than myself ; and his pas- 
sions having been always indulged as soon as Uk^ 
appeared, he was encouraged to Ratify his resent- 
ment against any thing, whether anunate or inanimate, 
that had ofilended him, by beating me ; and when he 
did any mischief, for of other faults, litde notice was 
uken, the father, the mother, or the maid, were.suce 
to chastise me in his stead. 

< This treati^ent from persons whom I had been 
accustomed to regard with contempt, and com-> 
mand widi insolence, was not lon^ to be bome^ 
early one morning, therefore, I departed. I con- 
tinued my journey till the' afternoon without stop- 
ping, though it rained hard: about four o'clock I 
pa$Bed dirough a vilh^e ^ aad i^eicdNisi^ % hea^ of 
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chavings that were sheltered from the wet by the 
thatch 6f a hoaae which some carpeetert were re« 
pairing, I crept» as I thought unnoticed into the 
comer, and laid myself down upon them : but a 
man who was plamng a board, observing that I 
was a strange dog and of a mongrel breed, resolv- 
ed to make himself and his companions merry at 
my expence : for this purpose, having made a hole 
about two inches diameter- in a piece of de^, he 
suddenly catched me up, and putting the remain- 
der of my tail through this diabolical engine, he 
tnade it fast by driving in a wedge, with a heavy 
mallet, which crushing the bone put me to inex- 
pressible torment. The moment he set me down, 
die wretches who had been spectators of this wa^ 
gery, burst into immoderate laughter at the a\^- 
wathit motions by which I expressed my misery, 
and my ridiculous attempt to run away ^m that 
which I could not but carry with me. They hoot- 
ed after me till I was out of their sight : however, 
fear, pain, and confusion, still urging me forward 
Vith mvohmtary speed, I ran with such force, be- 
tween two pales that were not far enough asunder 
to admit my clog^ that I left it with the remain- 
der of my tail ^ind me. I then found myaedf 
ih a fflfm^yard ; and fearing that I should be wor- 
ried by the mastiff which I saw at a distance, I 
continued my flight ; but some peasants who were 
at work in a neighbouring barn, perceiving that 
I' ran without being pursued, that my eyes were in- 
filuned, and that my noouth was covered with foam, 
imagined that I was mad, and knocked out my brains 
with a flail. 

** Soon after I had quitted this maimed and per- 
secuted carcase, I fbundf myself under the wings of 
a bullfinch with three others that were just hatch- 
ed. I novr refoiced in the ho^ oS w«f«aj^\fc- 

VOL. XXIIh j> 
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yond the reach of human barbarity^ and becoming 
like my mother a denizen of the sky : but my mo- 
ther, before I was perfectly fledged, was surprise 
ed in her nest by a school4)oy9 who grasped her so 
hardy to prevent her escape^ that she soon after died: 
he then took the nest with all that it contained, 
which he deposited in a basket, where I presendy 
lost my three companions in misfortune, by change 
of food and unskilful numagement. I survived ; and 
soon after I could feed myself, I was taken by my 
tyrant's mother when she went to pay her rent, as a 
present to her landlord's daughter, a young lady who 
was extremely beautiful, and in the eighteenth year of 
her age. 

* My captivity now began to lose its terrors ; 
I no longer dreaded the rude gripe of a boisterous 
urchin, whose fondness was scarce less dangerous 
than his resentment; who, in the zeal of his attach- 
ment to a new playtliing, might neglect me till I 
perished with hunger ; or who might wring off. my 
neck, because he had some other use for the half- 
penny which should procure me food : the confine- 
ment of a cage became habitual ; I was placed near a 
pleasant window ; I was constandy fed by one of the 
finest hands in the world ; and I imagined, that I 
could suffer no misery under the patronage of smiles 
and graces. 

< Such was my situation, when a young lady from 
London made an afternoon's visit to my mistress : 
she took an opportunity to caress me among her 
other favourites, which were a parrot, a monkey, 
and a lap dog; she chirped, and holding out her 
finger to me, I hopped upon it; she stroked me, 
put my head to her cheek, and to shew my sen- 
sibility of her favours I began to sing : as soon 
as my song was over, she turned to my mistress,' 
40 J told her, that the de»i ^i^ cx^\3u:« mi^t 
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be made absolutely the sweetest Hrd in the world, 
only by putting out its eyes, and confining it in 
a less cage: to this horrid proposal my fair keep- 
er aereedy upon being again assured that my song 
would be very greatly improved; and the next 
day performed herself the operation, as she had 
been directed, with the end of a hot knitting- 
needle. My condition was now more easily to 
be conceived than expressed s but I did not long 
suffer the mournful solitude of perpetual darkness ; 
for a cat came one night into the room undiscovered, 
dragged me through the wires of the cage, and de* 
voured me. 

< I was not displeased to find myself once more 
at large ; delivered from blindness and captivity, and 
still sShle to sport upon the breeze in the form of a 
Cockchafer. But I had scarce entered this new 
scene of existence, when a gentleman, in whose gar- 
den I was feasting on one of the leaves of a cherry- 
tree^ caught me, and tummg to his son, a boy who 
had just been put into his first breeches, Here, 
Tommy, says he, is a bird for you. The boy re- 
ceived me with a grin of horrid delight, and as he had 
been taught, immediately impaled me alive upon a 
corking-pin, to which a piece of thread was fastened, ' 
and I was doomed to make my young master sport, 
by fluttering about in the agonies of death ; and when 
I was quite exhausted, and could no longer use my' 
wings, he was bid to tread upon me, for that I was- 
now ^ood for nothing ; a command with which he' 
merdhiUy complied, and in a moment crushed me to 
atoms with his foot. 

* From a Cockchafer I transmigrated into an 
Earth-worm, and found myself at the bottom of a 
farmer's dunghill. Under this change of circum- 
stances I comlbrted myself by considering, that if I 
did not DOW mount upon the wind, 3itv^ \x^sv^?^x\. xsi?^ 

D 2 
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self from place to place with a twiftness almost 
equal to thought, yet I was not lakfilj either to 
j^ease or to offend mankindy both of which were 
equally fatal ; and I hc^^ed to spend my life in 
peace, by escaping the notice of the most cruel of all 
creatures. 

* But I did not long enjoy the comfort of these 
reflections. I was one morning disturbed by ao 
unusual noise, and perceived the ground about me 
to shake. I immediately worked my way i^)ward 
to discover the cause ; and the moment I appeared 
above the surface, I was eagerly snatched up by a 
man who had stuck a dung-fork into the ground*, 
and moved it backward and forward to produce the 
effect that had now happened. I was {Hit into a 
broken pan with many other associates in mis- 
fortune, and soon after disposed of to one of 
those gentle swains who delight in angling. This 
person carried us the next morning to the brink 
of a river, where I presently saw him take out 
ooe of my companions, and, whistling a tune, pass 
a barbed hook through the whole length of his body» 
entering it at the head and bringing it out at the taiL 
The wretched animal writhed itself on the bloody 
hook, in torture which cannot be conceived by man, 
nor felt by any creature that is not vital in every 
part. In this condition he was suspended in the 
water as a bait for fish, till he was, together with 
the hook on which he hung, swallowed by an eeL 
While I was beholding dbis dreadful spectacle, I 
made many reflections on the g^eat inequality between 
the pleasure of catching the prey, and the anguish 
inflicted on the bait. But these reflections were pre- 
sently after lost, in the same agonies of which I had 
been a spectator. 

* You will not have room in this paper to relate 
all that I suflered from the thoughtless barbari^ of 
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mankindy in a cocky a lobttery and a pig : let it suffice 
to ujf that I suffered the same kind of death with 
those who are broken upon the wheel, I was roasted 
, alive before a slow fire, and was scourged to death 
with small cords, to gratify the wanton appetite of 
luxury, or contribute to the merriment of a rabble.' 

Thus hr I had written as amanuensis to an invi- 
sible dictator; when my dream still continuing, I 
felt something tickle my wrist, and turning my eye 
hoia the paper to see what it was, I discovered a 
Flea, which I immediately cau^t and killed, by put- 
ting it into the candle. At the same instant the 
Flea vanished, and a young lady of exquisite beauty 
stood before me. * Thoughtless wretch,' said she, 
< thou hast agdn changed the state of my existence, 
and exposed me to still greater calamities than any 
that I have yet sufiered. As a Flea I was thy monitor, 
and as a Flea I might have escaped thy cruelty if I 
had not intended thy instruction. But now to be 
concealed is impossible, and it is therefore impossi- 
ble to be safe. The eyes of desire are upon me, 
and to betray . me to infamy and guilt will be the 
toil of perseverance and the study of reason. But 
though man is still my enemy, though he assails me 
with more violence and persists with more obsti- 
nacy, I have yet less power of resistance ; there is a 
rebel in my own bosom who will labour to give me 
up, whose influence is perpetual, and perpetual in- 
fluence is not easily surmounted. Publish, how- 
ever, what I have communicated ; if any man shall 
be reclaimed from a criminal inattention to the fe- 
licity of inferior beings, and restrained from inflict- 
ing pain by considering the effect of his actions, I 
have not suflered in vain. But as I am now exposed 
not only to accidental and casual evils, as I am 
not only in danger from the frolics of levity, but 
from the designs of cunning ; to atone for the in- 

d3 
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jury which tfaon hast done me, let the Adveatnrtr 
warn the sex of every wile that is practised for 
their destruction ; and deter men from the atten^, 
by displaying the aggravated guilt, and shameiess 
disingenuity of assuming an appearance of the most 
ardent and tender afiection, only to overwheki 
with unutterable distress the beau^ whom love has 
made credulous, and innocence keeps unacquainted 
with suspicion/ 

While I listened to this address, my heart throbbed 
with impatience ; and the effort that I made to re- 
ply, awaked me. 



Vr 6. SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 25, 175?. 



ifTufie auctionem faeere decretum est mthi : 

Fvras neces turn est f quicquid baheOf ttendert* 

A^sU sultiijpr^eda erit prmsentwm, 

Zitgos ridUulos vendo, PJLAUT* 

I am obliged to part with my whole stock, and am resdved 
to sell it by auction : you that will buy make haste, here 
will be excellent pennyworths : my merchandize is jests 
ami witticisms. 



Last Sunday morning I was disturbed very early 
by an old crony, a brother of the quiil, as he cadfc 
himself, who burst into my chamber, and running to 
my bed-side, * Get up, my dear friend,* said he, 
pressing my hand with great eagerness ; * 1 have such 
news for you ! Here's your clothes j make haste, let 
toe beg Ojfyou.* 
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I had been us«d, at each return of the sabbath, 
to receive a visit from mv old acquaintance about 
dinner time ; i>ut I could not imagine what had 
induced him to give me this morning salutation* 
However, I huddled on my clothes, and had scarce 
seated him by the fire-side in my study, when flinging 
down a paper very raiich blotted upon the table, 
* There,' says he, * there's a scheme for you, my old 
boy ! I am made for ever— Read it — I am made for 



ever.* 



I very wdl knew my friend's foible : he has 
learning, a great deal of vivacity, and some judg- 
ment ; ' but he wants the necessary steadiness tor 
seiious application. He is continually m pursuit 
of new projects, but will not allow himself time 
to think of putting them in execution. He has 
contracted with every eminent bookseller in town 
-for works of which he had only conceived the de- 
sign, and scarce ever proceeded beyond the title* 
page and preface. He is a professed writer; and 
of a genius so extensive, that all subjects are alike 
to him : but as he cannot submit to the drudgery c£ 
correctness, his performances are hurried over in so 
slovenly a manner, that they hardly procure him a 
bare subsistence. He is, therefore, pei'petually ex- 
claiming against the tyranny of the trade ; and la- 
ments, that mttrit should be so much discouraged 
by the ignorance or envy of the town. 

I had often experienced the fertility of his inven- 
tion, in forming such projects as were easy in the- 
ory but impdssible in the practice ; I therefore ex- 
pected nothing less than such another whimsicd 
contrivance as his last, * for making new boards out 
of shavings ;' but how was I surprised, when I took 
up his paper, and saw at the top of it the following ad* 
vertisement! 
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On the day of next 

Will be sold by AUCTION, 

A curious and valuable Collection of Manuscripts (warranted 
Originals) in Prose and Verse : 

Being the entire Stock in Trade of 
TIMOTHY SPINBRAIN, Author, 

Leaving ofTBusinees. 

As I could not help smiling at the conceit, my 
fiiend understood it as a mark of my approbation ; 
and snatching the sheet out of my hapd, ' Well,* 
says he, * don't you think this will free me from the 
impertinence of duns, and the servility of suing to 
those unconscionable vultures the booksellers, for 
more copy-money? Why, man, I shall raise an 
estate by it, I have such an infinite number of tracts on 
.political, polemical, philosophical, physiological, ceco- 
comical, religious, and miscellaneous subjects. My 
manuscripts, let me tell you, are of greater utility, 
' and consequently more valuable than those in the Va- 
tican or Bodleian libraries.' He then proceeded to 
descant on the particulars of this plan ; not forgetting 
to enliven his discourse with many sprightly sallies 
against the retailers of the works of the learned, those 
blood-suckers, as he called them, of the literary com- 
monwealth, 

* Sir,' continued he, ' I intend to strike off an im- 
pression of twenty thousand copies of my catalogue, 
to be distributed among all the lovers of literature 
throughout the three kingdoms ; and I shall take 
care to circulate a sufficient number among the Vir- 
tuosi in Holland, France, Italy, Spain, Germany, and 
elsewhere. I will just mention to you some of the 
chief articles that enrich my collection. 



• < Id politics, I have aa infallible sheme for ruioing 
the French power, which, I suppose, will be bought 
up at any price, by commission from abroad, if our 
mioistry have not spiiit enough to outbid them. I 
have another for a coalition of parties, which will pre- 
vent all disputes at the next general election. I tiaTe 
another for discharging the national debt, which I con- 
triyed in gratitude for my being set at liberty by the 
last act of msolvency. I have several other pamphlets 
on the important to])ic8 of liberty, bribery, and corrup- 
tion, written on both sides the question ; and a most 
curious collection of speeches adapted to every kind of 
debate, which will be of admirable use to young mem- 
bers of parliament. 

. * In philosophy, I have several new sptems in op- 
position to the present received opinions ; I have a 
proof that the earth is an octagon ; another that the 
aun i3 inhabited ; and a third, that the moon may,. 
for aught we can tell to the contrary, be made of a 
green cheese. I have a new theory of optics ; de- 
monstrating that darkness is caused by certain tene- 
brificQus rays oppugning, obtunding, sheathing, and 
absoibbg the rays of light. I have resolved the phe- 
nomena of electricity and magnetism ; and have made 
many surprising improvements in all the arts and 
aciences. These I fear will be earned off by some 
German professor, who will thence claim the merit. 
to himseli, and the honour of the discovery will be at- 
tributed to his nation. 

< Those who are fond of displaying their talents in 
religious disputes, will find in my auction, sufficient 
Qiatter for their various altercations ; whether they 
9re Atheists, Deists, or distinguished by the modest 
appellation of Free-thinkers. There is scarce a sect 
among the many hundred, whom I have not defended 
or attacked: but it must not be concluded from 
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thence, that I hare been biassed more towards one 
than another ; as you know the ^th of an author is 
out of the question, and he only writes pro or con, as 
the several opinions are more or less embraced or ex- 
ploded in the world. I have got, indeed, some inhl* 
lible arguments against the Pope's infallibility; and 
some probable conjectures, that there never was such 
a person as Mahomet ; both which, I don't doubt^ 
will be bought up by the emissaries of Rome and Con- 
stantinople.' 

Here I interrupted my friend, by asking him, if he 
had not something likewise against the Patriarch of 
the Greek church ; or a serious admonition against 
the growth of Hottentotism among us. He answered 
very calmly, * I should see in the catalogue,' and pro- 
ceeded. 

* The emissaries of Constantinople — ^Well— My 
Efbck in the Belles Lettres is almost inexhaustible. I 
have a complete set of criticisms on all the ancient 
authors, and a large store of conjectural emendations 
on the old Enghsh classics : I have several new 
essays in modem wit and humour ; and a long string 
of papers both serious and diverting, for periodical 
lucubrations : I have, I know not how many original 
entertaining novels, as well as elegant translations 
from the French ; with a heap of single pamphlets 
on the most popular and interesting subjects* My 
poetry will consist of every article, whether tragedies, 
comedies, farces, masques, operas, sonnets, cantatas, 
songs, pastorals, satires, odes, elegies, or epithalami- 
vms : and then, such a load of epigrams, anagrams, 
rebusses, riddles, acrostics, conundrums ! which you 
know will fetch a high price from the witlings, and. 
the proprietors of monthly magazines. To wind up 
the whole, there shall be several distinct lots of title- 
pages and mottos, and dedications, and prefaces, and 
/fhns for books. 
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* ThuSy my dear friendj have I opened to you the 
main drift of my design ; and I believe, at a moderate 
computation — ^fet me see — ay, after I have cleared 
myself in the world, I shall be able to retire into the 
country, let me tell you, with a pretty fortune in my 
pocket« But before I begin my sale, i£ you can find 
any thing that will suit your Adventurer, as you are 
an old acquaintance, you shall have it at your own 
price.' 

I thanked Mr. Spinbrain for his genteel offer, and 
heartily congratulated him on the prospect of his pretty 
fortune : but I could not help enquiring where all 
these immense stores of literature were lodged, as I 
never had observed any thing but loose scraps of pa- 
per scattered about his room, and one book of < loci 
communes,' or < hints' as he called them, placed upon 
the chimney-piece. *Ha!' says he, * that's true; 
I forgot to mention that ; why, indeed, they are none 
of them quite finished as yet ; but I have got the rough 
draughts of most somewhere : besides I have it all 
here,' pointing to his forehead. I advised him to set 
about it directly ; and in the evening, when we part- 
ed, he resolved not to go to bed till he had perfected 
his scheme. Yesterday morning I received a note 
from him^ acquainting me that he had laid aside all 
thoughts of his auction ; because, as he imagined, the 
maid had inadvertently lighted. l^s fire with the best 
of his materials. 

The restlessness of my friend's chimerical genius 
will not, however, let him entirely give up the point : 
and though he has been disappointed in this mighty 
project, yet he informs me, he has hit upon a scheme 
equally advantageous, which shall monopolize the 
whole business of scribbling, and he offers to take me 
, into partnership with him. * Ah,' says he, * we 
^hall humble those fellows — ^We need not care a far- 
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thing for Mr. BfbKopola/' — His design is to open a 
New Literary Warehouse, or UniveTsd Register Offiee 
for Wit and Learning, The particulars he has pro- 
mised to communicate to me to*iAorrOw : in the ntesfa 
time he desires me to advance him a trifle^ to tuff 
paper for a poem od the late theatrical disputes. 
A. 
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Sit mibifat audita toqui^ 

What I have heard, permit me to relate. 

I RECEIVED, a few weeks ago, an account of the death 
of a lady whose name is known to many, but the 
*< eventful history" of whose life has been communi- 
cated to few ; to me it has been often related durii^ 
a long and intimate acquaintance ; and as there is not a 
single person living, upon whom the making it public 
can renect unmerited dishonour, or whose delicacy or 
virtue can suffer by the relation, I think I owe to 
mankind a series of events from which the v/rctch^ 
may derive comfort, and the most forlorn may be en- 
couraged to hope ; as misery is alleviated by the coii- 
templation of yet deeper distress, and the mind forti- 
fied against despair by instances of uncxpect(?d relief. 

The father of Melissa was the younger son of a 
country gentleman who possessed an estate of 
about five hundred a year; but as this was to be 
the inheritance of the elder brother, and as there 
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were three listers to be provided for, he was at about 
sixteeo taken from Eton school, and apprenticed to 
a consi4erable mercfaaat at Bristol. The young gen- 
tleman, whose imagination had been fired by the ex- 
ploits of heroesy the victoiies gained by magnani- 
mous piesumptiooy and the wonders discovered by 
daring curiosity^ was not disposed to consider tlie 
acquisition of wealth as the limit of his ambition, 
or the repute of honest industry as the total of 
his fame. He regarded his situation as servile and 
ignominious, as the degradation of his genius and 
the preclusion of his hopes ; and lodging to go in 
search of adventures, he neglected his business as 
unworthy of his attention, heard the remonstrances of 
his master with a kind of sullen disdain, and after two 
years' lagal slavery made his escape, and at the next 
town enusted himself a soldier; not doubting but 
that, by his military merit and the fortune of war, 
• he should return a general officer, to the confusion of 
those who would have buiied him in the obscurity 
of a Gompting-houae. He found means effi^tually 
to eiiide the inquiries of his friends, as it was of 
the utmost importance to prevent their officious en* 
deavoors to ruin his project and obstruct his advance* 
meot. 

He was sent with other recruits to London, and 
lOon after quartered with the rest of his company in 
a part of the country, which was so remote from all 
wkh whom he had any connection, that he no longer 
dreaded a discovery. v 

It happened that he went one day to the house of 
a neighbouring gentleman with his comrade, who 
WM become acquainted with the chamber-maid, 
and by her interest admitted into the kitchen. 
This ffentlcman, whose age was something more 
than sixty, had been ^bout two years married to 
a, second . wile, a young womau vrVio \va^ X^noi "^"^ 
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educatedf and Ured in the jx>fite wcM^ bat had no 
fbrtune. By his first wife, who had been dead 
about ten years, he had teferal chUdren | the 
youngest was a daughter who had tost entered her 
seventeenth year ; she was rery tall K>r her age, lad 
a fine conoplexion, good finitures, and was well 
shaped ; but her £dJier, ' whose afection for her was 

.mere instinct, as much as that of a brute for its 
young, utterly neglected her education^ It was im* 
possible for him, he said, to Hve without her; 
and as he could not a^rd to hare her attended 
by a governess and prc^)er masters in a place so 
remote fi^m London, she was suffered to continoe 
illiterate and unpolished ; she knew no entertainment 
higher than a game at romps with die servants ; she 
1)ecame their confident, and trusted them in retnm, 
nor did she think herself happy any where but in the 
kitchen. 

As the capricknis fondness of her father had never 
Conciliated her affection, she perceived it abate upon 

.his marriage without regret. She suffered no new 
restraint from her new mother, who observed with a 
Secret satisfaction that Miss had been used to hide 
herself from visitors, as neither knowing how to be- 
have nor being fit to be seen, and chose rather to 
conceal her defects by excluding her fi'om company, 
than to supply them by putting her to a boaraing- 
^chooL 

Miss, who had been told by Betty that she ex- 

.pected her sweetheart, and that they were to be 
merry, stole down stairs, and without scruple, 

'made one in a party at blindman's bufiP. The 

•soldier of fortune was struck with her person, and 
discovered, or thought he discovered m the sim- 
plicity of nature, some graces which are polished 

' away by the labour of art. However, nothmg that 

had the appearance of an adxc:ataT% vocSA ^ >&> 
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different to htm ; and his vanity was flattered by the 
hope of carrying off a young lady under the disguise 
of a common soldier, without revealing his birth or 
boasting of his expectations. 

In mis attempt he became very assiduous, and 
succeeded. The company being ordered to another 
place, Betty and her young mistress departed early 
m the morning with their gallants ; and there being a 
privileged cluqpei in the next town, they were 
married. 

The old gendeman, as soon as he was informed 
that his daughter was missing, made so diligent and 
scrupulous an inquiry after her, that he learned with 
whom and which way she was gone : he mounted his 
horse, and pursued her, not without curses and impre- 
cations ; aiscoverinfir rather the transports of rage 
than the emodons of tenderness, and resenting her 
ofience rather as the rebellion of a slave than the dis- 
obedience of a child. He did not however overtake 
them till the marriage had been consummated ; of 
which when he was informed by the husbandi, he 
turned from him with expressions of brutality and 
indignation, swearing never to forgive a fault, which 
he hadtakon no care to prevent. 

The young couple, notwithstanding their unioii 
firequentfy doubled their distress, still continued 
Ibnd of each other. The spirit of enterprize and 
the hc^ of presumption were not yet quelled in 
the young soldier; and he received orders to at- 
tend king William, when he went to the siege of 
Namur, with exultation and transport, believing 
his eleyation to independence and distinction as 
certain as if he had been goin? to take possession 
of a titk and estate. His wife who had been some 
months pregnant, as she had no means of subsist- 
0ice ia his abseoce, procured a passage with him* 

£ 2 
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WhM khe cam^ mi shore, and mineled with tbe 
crowd that foBowed the ctmp, wretches who with- 
out ccmptinctkm wade in hrnnaft Mood to atrip the 
dying and the dead, to whom honor ia btecome fa- 
miliar and compassion impossible, the was terri- 
fied : the discourse of the womefi, rude and un- 
polished as she was, covered her with confiicioii; 
and the brutal fiimiliarity mf the men filled her with 
indignation and diagust ; her maid, Betty, who had 
also attended her husband, was the only person with 
whom she could converse, and from whom she could 
hope the assistance of which she was so soon to stand 
in need* 

In the mean time she found it <£f¥icult to aubaist ; 
but accidentally hearing the name of an officer, whom 
she remembered to hare visited her mother soon after 
her marriage, she applied to him, told him her name, 
and requested that he would a^ord her his protec- 
tion, and permit her to take care of his linen* With 
this request the captain complied ; her circumstances 
became less distressed, and her mind more easy : but 
new calamity suddenly overtook her; she saw her 
husband march to an engagement in the m6riiiiBig« 
and saw him brought back desperately wonncfed it 
night. The next day he was removed in a waggon 
with many others who were in the same coffdmoni 
to a ])lace of greater safety, at the distance of abinrt 
thice leagues, where proper care might be tak^en of 
their woimds. She intreatcd the captain to let her go 
in the waggon with him ; but to this he could mbt 
consent, because the waggOn would be filled with 
those who were neither awe to walk, nor cooM be kft 
behind. He promijied, however, that if sfce wonld 
stay till the next day he would endeavour to pTocurfc 
her a passage ; but she chose rather to fblldw the 
waggon op Sxjtf than to be ^Uent from her husbMid, 
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She couU notf however, keep pace with it, and she 
reached the hoqntal but just time enough to kneel 
down by him upon some clean straw, to see him sink 
under the last agODy» and hear the grroan that is re- 
peated no more. Trie fatigue of the journey, and the 
pertnrbadon of her mind, immediately threw her into 
labour and she lived but to be delivered of Melissa, 
who was thus in the most helpless state left without 
father, mother, or friend, in a foreign country, in cir- 
cumstances whkJi could afford no hope of reward to 
the tenderness that should attempt the preservation 
of her life, and among persons who were become 
obdurate and insensible, by having been long used to 
see eyery species of distress. 

It happened that, among those whom accident or 
distress had brought together at the birth of Melissa, 
there was a young woman, whose husband had fallen 
in the late enfirasrement, and who a few days before 
had lost a little boy that she suckled. This person, 
ralher perhaps to relieve herself from an inconveniency, 
than in compassion to the orphan, put it to her 
breast : but whatever was her motive, she believed 
that the affording sustenance to the living, conferred 
a right to the apparel of the dead of which she there- 
fore took possession ; but in searching her pockets 
the found only a thimble, the remains of a pocket 
looking-glass, about the value of a penny in Dutch 
money, and the certificate of her marriage. The 
paper, which she could not read, she gave afterwards 
to the captain, who was touched with pity at the rela- 
tion which an inquiry after his launcuress produced. 
He conunended the woman who had preserved the 
infant, and put her into the place of its mother. 
This encouraged her to continue her care of it till 
the captain returned to England, with whom she also 
returned, and became his servant. 

This gentleman, as soon as Yu^ \^<\ ^RX^<t\ ^^^ 

B 3 
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imme&t6 concerns, sent Melissa, tmitef the care of 
her nurse, to her grandfather ; and iidosed the ceftf* 
ficate of her mother's marriage in a letter contthtihg 
an account of her death, and the means by which 
the infant had been preserved. He knew that those 
who had been once dear to us, by whatever of&nct 
they may have alienated our affection when Kviftj r , 
are generally remembered with tenderness when dead]^ 
and that after the grave has sheltered thctn from 
bur resentment, and rendered reconciliation impossi- 
ble, we often regret, as severe, that conduct ^hJch 
before we approved as jutft : he, therefore, hoped 'thjtt 
the parental fondness which an old tnah had once 
filt for his daughter, w6uld revive at the 'si^ht ctf 
her offspring ; that the memory of her j&ult wOuM be 
lost in the sense of her misfortune's; and ihtttht 
would endeavour to atone for that inexorable rc- 
aentmerit which produced them, by cherishing a life, 
to which she had, as it were, transferred her own. 
But in these expectations, however reasonable, "he 
was mistaken. Ine old man, when he was informed 
by the messenger that the child she held in her arltis 
was his grand-daughter, whom she was come to put 
under his protection, refused to examine the contents 
of the letter and dismissed her with menaces and 
insyiJt* The knowledge of every uncommon e\'f?nt 
soon becomes gjeneral m a coifitry town. An uncle 
of Melissa's, who had been rejected by his father for 
having married his maid, heard this fresh instance of 
his brutality with grief and indignation ; he sent 
immediately for the child and the letter, and assured 
the servant that his niece should want nothing which 
he could bestow : to bestow much, indeed, was not 
in his power, for his fatlier having obstinately persisted 
in his resentment, his whole support was a little farm 
which he rented of the 'squire : but as he was ti good 
ceconomist and had no children of his oud, he Yive.d 
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deoMtiy ; -rior did he throw twiy coottnty became K» 
£ldMr had denied him aflueooe. 

Mclttsa> li^ho was compatsionated for her mother's 
flliafbrtunest of which her uncle had beeo particuiariy 
informed by her maid Betty, who had retomed a 
widow to her friends in the countiy, was not less be- 
loTed for her own ?ood qualities ; she was taught to 
read and writei and work at her needle, as soon as 
she was able to learn ; and she was taken notice of 
by all the Jfentry as the prettiest girl in the place : 
but her aunt died when she was about ele\'cn years 
old, and before she was thirteen she lost her uncle. 

She was now attain thrown back upon the world, 
still helpless, though her wants were increased, and 
wretched in propoition as she had known happiness : 
she looked back with anguish, and forward with dis- 
traction ; a lit of crying had just aflbrded a monientaiy 
relief, when the *squire, who had been informed of 
the death of his tenant, sent for her to his house. 

This gentleman had heard her story 'fi«m her un- 
cle, and was un\villing that a life which had been 
pnnerted almost by miracle, should at last be aban- 
doned to raisery ; he therefore determined to receive 
her iffito hrs family, not as a servant but as a com- 
panion to hts daughter, a young lady finely accom- 
' pfished, and now about fifteen. The old gentleman 
was tcKKhed with her distress, and Miss receired her 
with great tenderness and complacency : she wiped 
away her tears, and of the intolerable anguish of 
her mind, nothing remained but a tender remem« 
brance of her uncle, whom she loved and referen- 
ced as a parent. She had now courage to examine 
tht contents of a little box which he had put into 
her hand just before he expired ; she found in it only 
the certificate of her mother's marriage, enclosed 
in the captain's letter, and an account of the events 
that hare \yxn before related^ which her uncle had 
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put down as they came to his knowledge : the tram 
of mournfi4 ideas that now rushed rnxm her mifidf 
raised emotions which, if they oouid not be sqn 
pressed by reason^ were soon destroyed by their own 
violence* 
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DmrgUf it votmH rAut servaU jeciuuBu VikO* 

Endure and conquer, live for better fate. 

Is this fiunily, which in a few weeks after retamed 
to London, Melissa soon became a BiTOurite: the 
cood 'squire seemed to consider her as his child, and 
Miss as her sister ; she was taught dancing and munc, 
introduced to the best company, elegantly dressed, and 
allowed such sums as were necessary for trivial ex- 
pences. Youth seldom suffers the dread of to-mtr- 
row to intrude upon the enjoyment of to-d^, but 
rather regards present felicity a^ the pledge of future : 
Melissa was probably as happy a^ if^she had been in 
the actual possession of a fortune, that, to the ease 
and splendor which she enjoyed already, would have 
added stability and independfence. 
. She was now in her eighteenth year, and the only 
son of her benefactor was just come from the um- 
versity to spend the winter with his father in town. 
He was charmed with her person, behaviour, a^d 
discourse; and what he could not but admire, hf 

7 



M* 8. ADVEVTURER. 45 

took ererj opportunity to commend. She soon per* 
Geired that he shewed particular marks of reepect to 
her, "wken he thought they would not be perceived 
by others ; and that he endeavoured to reconunend 
Jhimself by an odious assiduity, and a diligent atten- 
tion to the most minute circumstances that might 
contribute to her pleasure. But this behaviour of 
the young gemlemany however it might gratify her 
tanitV) ccmld not hal to alarm her fe«r ; she fbresaw» 
that if what she htMi remarked in his conduct should 
be perceived by his father or sister, the peace of the 
family would be destroyed ; and that she must cither 
be shipwrecked in the storm, or thrown overboard to 
appease it. She therefore afiected not to nercetve, 
that more than a general complaisance was mtended 
by her lover ^ and hoped that he would thus be dis- 
couraffed from making an explicit declaration; bat 
^lou^ he was mortilied at her disregard of that 
Whidk he knew she could not bat see, yet he deter- 
mined to address her in such terms as slM>uld iKt 
leave this provokitig netitrality in her power : though 
he itft«rcnoed her viitue, yet he feared too much the 
ate0fcr of his father to think of making her his wife } 
dod lie was too deeply enamoured of her beauty, to 
itlin^sh his hopes of possessing her as a unstress. 
An opportunity for the execution of his purpose was 
iwt l(Ang wanting : she received his general pix>fes8iona 
c^love with levity and merriment ; but when she per- 
ceived that his view was to seduce her to prostitutioii» 
6he burst into tears, and fell back in an agony unable 
to 6peak. He was immediately touched whh grief 
Jmd remorse ; his ttnidemess was alarmed at her dis- 
tress, and his etftdem encreased by her virtue ; he 
(matched her in his arms, and as an atonement for the 
kisuh she had received, he of&rod hmr marriage : but 
as h^ chastity would not suffer her to become his 
inistncsay neither would her gratitude permit her to 
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become his wife ; and as soon as she was sofficieiitly 
recollected^ she iotreated him oerer more to urge 
her to violate the obli^tioii she was under either to 
herself or to her beneractor : < Would not,' said shei 

< the presence of a wretch whom you had seduced 

* fixmi innocence and peace to remorse and guilt, per- 

* petually upbraid you ; and would you not always 

< fear to be betrayed by a ¥afe» whose fidelity no 

< kindness could secure : ^ who had broken all the 
' bands that restrain the generous and the good ; 

< and who, by an act of the most flagitious ingratitude, 

< had at once reached the pinnacle of guilt, to which 

< others ascend by imperceptible gradations V 

These objections, though they could neither be ob-. 
Tiated nor evaded, had yet no tendency to subdue 
desire ; heloved^with greyer delicacy, but 'with more 
ardor : and as he could not always forbear expostu- 
lations, neither could she always silence them in such 
a manner as might most effectually prevent their being 
repeated* Such was one morning the situation A 
the two lovers : he had taken her hand into his, and 
was speaking with great earnestness; while she re- 
garded him with a kind of timorous complacency, 
and listened to him with an attention which her 
heart condemned : his father, in this tender moment, 
in which their powers of perception were mutually 
engrossed by each other came near enough to hear 
that his heir had made proposak of marriage, and re- 
tired without their knowledge. 

As he did not dream tha^ such a pr(n>osal could 
possibly be rejected by a girl in Melissa s situation, 
imagining that every woman believed her virtue to 
be inviolate, if her person was not prostituted, he took 
his measures accordingly. It was near the time in 
which his £unlly had been used to remove into the 
country : he, therefore, gave orders, that every thing 
ihould be immrdiatfly prepared for tbe journ^, and 
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that die coach should be ready at six the next morn* 
ingf a man and horse being dispatched in the mean 
time to give notice of their arrivaL The young 
Iblks were a little surprized at this sudden removal ; 
but though the squire was a good-natured man, yet 
AS he governed his family with high authority, and 
as they perceived something had oTOnded him, they 
did not mquire the reason, nor indeed did they sus- 
pect it. Melissa packed up her things as usual : and 
m the morning we youne gentleman and his sister 
having by their father's oraers got into the coach, he 
called Melissa into the parlour ; where in a few 
words, but with great acrimony, he reproached her 
with having formed a design to marry his son vdthout 
his consent, an act of ingratitude which he said jus- 
tified Him in upbraiding her with the favours which he 
had already conferred upon her, and in a resolution 
he had taken that a bank bill of fifty pounds, which 
he then put into her hand, should be the last : add- 
ing, that he expected she should within one week 
leave the house. To this heavy charge she was not 
in a condition to reply ; nor did he stay to tee whe^ 
ther she would attempt it, but hastily got into the 
coach, which inunediately drove from the door. 

Thus was Melissa a third time, by a sudden and 
unexpected desertion, exposed to penury and distress, 
with this aggravation, diat ease and affluence were 
become habinial; and that though she was not so 
helpless as at the death of her uncle, she was exposed 
to yet grreater danger ; for few that have been used to 
slumber upon down, and wake to festivity, can resist 
the allurements of vice, who still offers ease and 
plenty, when the alternatives are a flock bed and 
a garret, short meals, coarse apparel, and perpetual 
labour. 

Melissa, as soon as she had recovered from the 
•tu^KNT which had seized her upon ^o astonishing and 
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dreadful a change of fortune, determined not to accept 
the bounty of a person who imagined her to of 
unworthy of it ; nor to attempt her justifications while 
it woula render her veracity suspected, and appear 
to proceed only from the hope of being restored to a 
state of splendid dependence, from which jealousy or 
c^rice might again at any time remove her, without 
cause and without notice : she had not, indeed, any 
hope of being ever able to defend herself against ha 
accuser upon equal terms ; nor did she know how to 
•nbsist a single day, when she had returned his hill 
and quitted kis house i yet such was the dignity of 
her spirit, that she immediately inclosed it in a blank 
cover, directed to him at his country seat, and calling 
up the maid who had been left to take care of the 
house, sent her immediately with it to the Po8t^fEc& 
The tears then burst out, which the agitation of her 
mind had before restrained ; and when the servant 
returned, she told her all that had happened, and 
asked her advice what she should do. The girl, aftsr 
the first emotions of wonder and pity had subsided, 
told her that she had a sister who lodged in a reputa- 
ble house, and took in plain work, to whom she wouU 
be welcome, as she could assist her in her business, of 
which she had often more than she could do ; and 
with whom she might continue tiM soipe more elU 
giUe situation could he obtained. Melissa listened 
to this proposal as to the voice of Heaven ; her mind 
was suddenly relieved from the most tormenting 
perplexity, mm the dread of wandering about 
without money or employment, exposed to the menaces 
of a beadle, or the insuks of the rabble : she was in 
haste to secure her good fortune, and felt some 
degree of pain lest she should lose it by the earlier 
application of another ; she therefore went immediate- 
ly with the maid to her sister, with whom it was spon 



S^ Ck ADVENTURER. 49 

lodg^i^ : for ske would not conteiit to accept as a 
gilty that whick ah^ could by any means deserve as a 
IMtymeiil;. 

While Melissa was a joumeywoman to a person, 
who but a few weeks before would have regaroed her 
with envyy and approached her with confusion; it 
happened that a suit of linen was brought firom the 
muliner's wrapped up in a news-paper : the linen was 
pot into the work.-basket» and the paper being thrown 
carelessly about, Mehssa at last catched it up, and 
was about to read it ; but perceiving that it had been 
published a fortnight, was just going to put it into the 
iire, when by an accidental glance she saw her father's 
Bame: this immediately engaged her attention, and 
with great perturbation of mind she read an adver- 
tisement, in which her father, said to have left his 
friends, about eighteen years before, and to have en- 
tered either into the army or the navy, was directed 
to apply to A person in Staples Inn, who could inform 
hiiB of smnething greatly to his advantage. To this 
person Melissa applied widi all the ardor of curiosity, 
aiod all the tumult of expectation : she was informed 
that the elder brother of the person mentioned in the 
advertisement was lately dead, unmarried ; that he was 
possessed of fifteen hundred a year, five hundred of 
which had deBceoded to him firom his ^ther, and 
one thcmsand had been left hire by an uncle, which 
upon his death, there being no male heir, had been 
daisied by his sisters ; but that a mistress who had 
lived with him many years, and who had been treated 
by the sitroosed heiresses with too much severity and 
^ntempt, tiad in the iHttemess of her resentment 
published the advertisement, having heard in the 
family that there was a younger Intnher abroad. 

The conflict of different passions that were at once 
>xcited with unconunon violence in the breast of 
Melissa, depnf^ her for a tiros q£ ^^tyy^^ ^ t^ 

VOL* xxiu. V 
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flection ; and when she became more cahn, she knew 
not by what method to attempt the recovery of her 
right : her mind was bewildered amidst a tiioasand 
possibilities^ and distressed by the apprehension that 
all might prove ineffectual. After much thought and 
many projects^ she recollected that the captain, whose 
servant brought her to England, could probably afibrd 
her more assistance than any other person : as he had 
been often pointed out to her in public places by the 
tquire, to whom her story was well known, she was 
acquainted with his person, and knew that within a 
few months he was alive : she soon drained direc- 
tions to his house, and bein^ readily admitted t6 a 
conference, she told him with as much presence of 
mind as she could, that she was the person whom 
his compassion had contributed to preserve when an 
in&nt, m confirmation of which axe produced his 
letter, and the certificate which it inclosed ; that by 
the death of her father's elder brother, whose fiutaily 
the had never known, she was become entitled to a 
very considerable estate ; but that she knew not what 
evidence would be necessary to support her daim, 
how such evidence was to be produced, nor with 
whom to intrust the management of an affair in 'which 
wealth and influence would be employed against her. 
The old captain received her ivitn that easy polite- 
ness which is almost peculiar to his profession, and 
with a warmth of benevolence that is seldom found in 
any : he congratulated her upon so happy and un- 
expected an event ; and without the parade' of osten- 
tatious liberality, 'without extorting an explicit c6n- 
fession of her indigence; he gave her a letter to his 
lawyer, in whom he said she might with the utmost 
security confide, and with whom she would have no- 
thing more to do than to tell her story : < And do not,' 
said he, < doubt of success, for I will be ready to 
> testify what I kagw of the affair^ whenever' I shaU 
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f be caikd upon ; and the woman wiho was preient 

* at your.birthi and brought you over, still lives with 
<me, and upon this occasion may do you signal 

• eervice.* 

; Melissa departed, melted with gratitude and ela- 
ted with hope. The gentleman, to whom the cap- 
tain's letter was a recommendation, prosecuted her 
claim with so much skill and assiduity, that within a 
few months she was put into the possession of her 
estate* Her first care was to wait upon the captain, 
to whom she now owed not only life but a fortune : 
be received her acknowledgements with a pleasure^ 
which only, those who merit it can enjoy ; and insist- 
ed that she should draw upon him for such sums at 
ahe should want before her rents became due. She 
then took very handsome ready furnished lodgings, 
and determined immediately to justify her conduct to 
the 'squire, whose kindness she still remembered, and 
whose resentment she had forgiven. With this view 
she set out in a chariot and six, attended by two ser- 
vants in livery on horseback, and proceeded to his 
country seat, n'om whence the family was not return- 
ed : she had lain at an inn within six miles of the 
place, and when the chariot drove up to the door, as 
It was early in the mornings she could perceive the 
aervants run to and fro in a hurry, ana the young 
lady and her brother gazing through the window to 
•ee if they knew the livery : she remarked every cir- 
cumstance which denoted her own importance with 
fxultatimi ; and enjoyed the solicitude which her 
presence produced among those, from whose society 
ahe had so lately been dnven with disdain and indigo 
nation. 

. She now increased their wonder, by sending in a 
servant to acquaint the old gentleman, that a lady 
desired to speak with him about urgent business, 
which would XK)t however long detain him ; he cour« 
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teoudy invited the lady to Iwnonn' him iNnth her cott- 
mandsy huted iato his best porkxir^ adjuttei his w%, 
and put himself in the best order to neceire Imt ; she 
alighted, and displayed a very rich undress^ which 
corresponded whh the elegsnoe <lf her cAuu^ nd 
the nodisk appeannoe of her semons. Shecontrivsd 
to hide her face as she went iq> the walk, tfaas She 
might not be known too soon ) and was inuRediat^ 
nitrodaced to her old fiiend, to whom she sOotf dis- 
covered herself to his great astomshmest, and before 
he had recovered his presence of mind, she addressed 
him to this effect, * You see, sir, an orphan who is 
under the greatest obli^tions to yoor bounty, bat 
who has l^en ei^aUy ii^red by yoar suspicions. 
When I was a dependent upon yoor Uberality, I 
would not assert my innocence, because I coidd not 
bear to be suspected of Ha^hood : but I asSert it 
now I am the possessor of a paternal estate, because 
I cannot bear to be suspected of tngratitude : that 
yeur son pressed me to marry him, is true ; but it 
IS also true that I refused him, because I woidd 
not disappoint your hopes, and impoverish yotif 
posterity/ The old gentleman's confasion wts 
ncreased by i^ wonders that crowded upon him : he 
first made some attempts to Rpoiogise for his suspi- 
cions with R^wsrdn^sR and hesitation ; th^n dcmnt- 
ing the trtith of appearances, he broke off abrupl^ 
and remained silent : tlien reproaching himself, he 
began to conmtdlate her upon her good fortune, and 
again desisted before he had finished the complimeBtT 
Melissa perceived his perplexity, and guessed the 
cause ; she was, thf?reforc, about to account more 
articularly for the sudden chaiige of her circumstanen, 
•ut Miss, whose maid had brought her intelligence 
from the servants, i^t the lady's name who was yn&i 
her papa was MeKssa, and that she was lately come 
to a 'great estate bfUhit death ofher tmclci couid -M 
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longer rejitrain the impatience of her affection and 
joy ; ahe rushed into the room and fell upon her neck» 
ivith a transport that can only be felt by friendship, 
and expressed by tears. When this tender silence 
was past, the scruples of doubt were soon obviated ; 
the reconciliation was reciprocal and sincere ; the 
fether led out his guest, and presented her to his son 
with an apology for his conduct to them both. 
- : Mdissa had bespoke a dinner and beds at the inn, 
but she was not suffered to return. Within a few 
weeks she became the daughter of her friend, who 
gave her hand to his son, with whom she shared 
many years that happiness which is the reward of 
Tirtue. They had several children, but none survived 
them ; and Melissa, upon the death of her husband, 
which hq>pened about seven years ago, retired wholly 
Irom town to her estate in the country, where the 
lived beloved, and died in peace. 
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N' a TUESDAY, DECEMBER 5, 175$, 



He tnng th* inMnrcctve b^pmKoI oVr fab dott. 
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SIR] 



I «Hcw£D he acMrry to take off yowir Mteatm £rini 
matters of ^ater moment ; Rod tS» dbreit ftm. iaam 
the speculation of faults, that present themselves di- 
rectly before your eyes, by desiring you to contem* 
plate the enormities that hang over your head. It hat 
been customary, I know, with you writers of essaytf 
to treat the subject of Signs in a very ludicrous man- 
ner: for my part, I cannot help thinking, that it 
deserves a more serious consideration. The attadu 
of your predecessors on the absurdities which trades- 
men usually commit in these pendent advertisements, 
have been very slight, and consequently have pro- 
duced no salutary effect : blunders have to this day 
,been handed down from master to 'prentice, without 
any regard paid to their remonstrances ; and it is left 
to the sturdy Adventurer, if he pleases, to combat 
these monstrous incongruities, and to regulate their 
BabeUike confusion. 

I am at present but an humble journeyman sign- 
painter in Harp-alley: for though the ambition of 
my parents designed that I should emulate the inimor* 



tA toui^ ijf ft Raphael •r aTkiAlb, yet dw want of 
usir aniong mj comitiiyinm, and thtir pr^dne 
igaiost eycry aitiet who n a Aftttve^ have degraded 
me to the miserable aeoessirfy at Shaftesbury says, 
c*t)f illuMratHieiyradigiet in fatre^ and adorning heroic 
8ig»'pM».'* Ilo>XP0Ter9 as I have «tadted to im- 
prove even this tiMiiioit esieraiae of the pencil, I in- 
tend to set up for myself ; and under the favour of 
your countenance, to reduce -the vague practice of 
Signjainting to some standard of elegance and 
propnety. 

It cannot be doubted, but that idgns were iotendcd 

originally to express the several Dccupations of their 

owners ; and to bear aome affinity, in their-eKtcmal 

de signations , -with the wares to be disposed of, or the 

business carried on within. Hence the Hand and 

fihtira is juitiy appropriated: to tayknrs ; as die Hand 

wbA Pen u to writingt^maBtiers'; though the .very 

vevcKod^aiid.r^ht worthy order of myiocighbours, 

the Fket'parsoDt, have assumed it -to themselves as a 

4iiark -ef * marriagas performed without imposition/ 

The Wool-Pftck plainly points out to, us a Wooiicn- 

CDr^per ; the Naked Boy elegantly reminds us of the 

twcelKity of dodiing; and iSt Golden Fleece (igura- 

•tiv^ dtlMMea the riches of our- staple commodity : but 

.«fe ftot the Hen and Chickeos, and the Three Vi- 

jgemBf the unquestionable right 6f the poulterer ; and 

iiM to be usurped -by the vendcn- of siHc or linen > 

4t^vOtold be endless to emmierate the gross bkm- 

. (ferr«m«B i t t cd in diis point, by almost every branch 

''of trade. I shall therefore confine myself chitfly to 

*^die-iiiHnerou8 fraternity of Publioans, whose extrava- 

l^ce in this afTahr ows aloud for reprehension /and 

TesMnt. Their modest abcestors were conte«ted 

'wiAi 4 fkmn Bough stuck up before 'their doors: 

^ ^i hta ete Sfose the wise -ppoverb, * Oood wine needs 

vo'buikf but how have \ktrf since. deinated from 



their wicipfit tunplicity ! Tiiey lisfc nflMdwd ttKfh§ 
air, and seas; caUed down ran, mooiii md ftan, 
to their asaittance^ and exhflxted all die moniten thit 
evier teemed from fantastic imaginatioii. llieir Hogi 
in ArmouTt their Blue Boars, Bbck Bears, Gfeci 
DraffODS, and Golden Lions, have already been wA 
dendy escposed by your brother essay<^writers s 



Stu b^rndiu^ tirmque Tqrrisf 



SfMamiMtujiu Drac9^ gt/mlva urwUt 

VDUSte 

"With foamy tusks to teem a bristly boir. 
Or imitate the Uoa*s angry roar ; 
Or luM a dfagpo, or a tygcr stare. 

drtdem;* 

It is no wonder that these gentlemen, who undnknf 
themselyes in such unwanrantable liberties, AmSd, 
have so litde regard to the choice of Signs adapted t» 
their Mystery. There can be no objection made t» 
the Bonch of Grapes, the Rummer, or the Tuns : bol 
would not any one inquire for a Hosier at the Leg, 
or for a Locksmith at the Cross Keys ? And who 
would expect any thing but water to be sold at the 
Fountain r The Turk's Head may fairly intimate that 
a seragtio is kept within ; the Rose may be strained 
to some propriety of meaning, as the business there 
transacted may be said to be done * under the Rose z* 
but why must the Aneel, the Lamb, and the Afitre, 
be the designations of the seats of drunkenness or 
prostitution F 

Some regard should likewise be paid by tradesmen 
to their situation; 'or, in' other words, to the pro- 
priety of the [^aoe : and in this too the Publicans are 
notoriously faulty. The King's Arms, and the Star 
and Garter, are aptly enough placed at the cowt end 
#f the towttf and in the neighbourhood of (he Royal 
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Pflhce ; Shakspeare's Head takes his station by one 
Piay-hoQsej and Bca Joimoo's by the other: Hell 
is a poblk-hoQse adjoining to Wcfltminster-hall, aa 
the Xlevil Tavern ia to the Lawyers* quarters in the 
Temple: but \v!iat has the Crown to do by the 
'Chan^ty or tfhe- Gtnif the Ship, or the Anchor, any 
wherelmt at Tower-hill, at Wapping, or Deptford ? 

It was certmnly from a noble spirit of dmng ho« 
nonr to a superior desert, that oar i^nefathers used 
to hang out me heads of those who were particular* 
ly eminent in their professions. Hence we see Galeo 
and Paracelsus exahed before the shops of Chemists ; 
and the mat names of Twlly, Dryden, Pope, &C 
immortalised on the rubric pests of Bo^sellers, while 
their heads denominate the learned repositories of their 
works. But I know not whence it happened that 
Publicans have claimed a right to the physiognomies 
of kings and heroes, as I cannot find out, oy the most 
painfiil researches, that there is any alliance between 
them. Lebec, aa he was an eisjcellent cook, is the 
fit representative of luxury ; and Broughton, that re- 
nowned athletic diampion, has an indisputable right 
to put up his own head, if he pleases : but what rea- 
son can there be, why the glorious duke William 
^ould draw porter, or the brave Admiral Vernon 
retail ilip ? Why must Queen Anne keep a gin-shop» 
and Kmg Charles inform us of a skettle-ground ? 
Propriety of* character, I think, requires, that these 
iBustrilous personam should be deposed from their 
Ictfty station*, and I would recommend hereafter that 
the Alderman's effigy should accompany his Intire 
Butt Beer, and Aat the comely face of that public- 
spirited patriot, * who first reduced t^ price of punch, 
and raised its reputation pro bono publico,'' should 
be set up wherever three-pen*orth of wtfm rum is to 
be sold. 

I have been used tb consider serend signsy for 
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the frequenqr of which it is difficult to m 
other^^uonTM M many hien>gi«>liic witfaf 
meaoiiigy satiriziDg the follies otthe peofile^ i 
▼eying instruction to the passer by. I am sfii 
the stale jest on our sober citizens gave riai 
many Horns in the public streets ; and the mn 
Castles floating with the wind, was probably d 
as a ridicule on those erected by soaring Pro 
TuroUe-down Dick* in the borough of Soatln 
a fine moral on the instabihty of greatness a 
consequences of ambition ; but there is a n 
natured sarcasm against the fair seXy exhibtte 
sisn in Broad St. Giles's, of a headless female 
c3led the Good Woman : 



^iiale por U tUumf tuque mUitaris 
JDaumia im latu alit uettUtis ; 
Nu JtiLit tiUus generate leonum 

Arida /tutrix. 

No beast of such portentous size 

In warlike Daunia s forest lies, 

Nor such the t»wny li«n reigns 

Fierce on bit native Afric*s thirsty plains. 



A discerning eye may also discover in m 
our signs evident marks of the religion pr 
among us before the Reformation. Saint G 
as the tutelary saint of this nation, may esc 
censure of superstition: but St. Dunstan wi 
ton^ ready to take hold of Satan's nose, ai 
legions of Angels, Nims, Crosses, and Holy I 
certainly had their origin in the days of Poper 

Among the many Signs, which are approj 
to some particular business, and yet have not tb 
connection with it, I cannot, as yet, find any r 
between Blue Balls and Pawnbrokers : nor c< 
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conceive the btent of that long Pok jutting out at the 
entrance of a Barber's shop, till a friend of mine, a 
learned etymologist and giossariompher assured nie» 
that the use of &» Pole took its nse from the corrup- 
tion of an old English word. < It is probable^' says 
he» *that our primitiye tonsors used to stick up a 
wooden block, or head, or Poll, as it was then calied, 
before their shop-windows, to denote their occupation | 
and that afterwards, through a confounding ot differ- 
ent thinss with a lUce pronunciation, they put up that 
parti-cobured staff, of^an enormous length, which is 
now called a Pole, and appropriated only to Barbers.' 

The same observations might be extended to other 
methods that tradesmen make use of to attract the 
pubhc notice. Thus, the card manufacturers stamp 
upon their packs the figure perhaps of Harry the 
ei^th, or the Great Mogul, though I cannot find in 
•history, that either of these Monarchs played at cards : 
It would therefore be more in character to give us a 
picture of the Groom-Porter, or of that master of the 
science the cdebrated Hoyle, who has composed an 
elaborate treatise on every fashionable game. 

I could pmnt out to you many more enormities ; 
but lest I should exceed the limits of your paper, I 
shall at present conclude with assuring you, that I 

Your devoted humUe servant, 
L Philip Carmine. 
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N* 10. SATURDAY, DECEMBER 9, 1752. 



JD4» PatiTt migiukam rnenH Mttumdert ititm i 
Dm fmt4m lustrare k«Mi i da^luu rt^rta^ 
Jn le coMjpicuu animi dijigere vUut ! 

BOETtt 
Oi?e me, O Father, to thy throne accfM^ 
UfKhiken seat <)f cndlea happinett ! 
Ghre me, vnTcird, the source of good to see ! 
Give me thy light, aad fix mine eyes on thee ! 

NoTHiNO has offended me more, tlum the Biaoiier k 
Mfhich suhjecu of eternal momrnt are often treauxL 
To dispute on moral and theological topics is become 
a feshion ; and it is usual with persons, of whom it 
is no reproach to say they are ignorant, because their 
opportunities of gaining knowledge have been few, U> 
determine with the utmost confidence upon ijiiestions 
to which no human intellect is eauaL In almost 
every tavern and everv alehouse, illiter^ pctuliBOt 
prates of fitness and virtue, of freedom and rate ; 9^4 
It is common to hear disputes concerning everlasting 
happiness and misery, the mysteries of religion and 
the attributes of God, intermingled with lewdness and 
blasphemy, or at least treated with wanton negligence 
and absurd merriment. 

For lewdness and blasphemy, it is hoped, no apo- 
logy will seriously be offered : and it is probable, that 
if the question in debate was, which of the disputants 
should be hanged on the morrow, it would be con- 
ducted with decency and gravity, as a matter of 
some importance : that risible good humour, and that 

6 



n^ 10. ADVEKTUKBR. 61 

noble freedom^ of which they appear to be so fond, 
would be thought not well to agree with their sub- 
ject ; DOr wbuld either of the gentlemen be much 
delighted^ if to argument intended to demonstrate 
that he would within a few hours be suspended on a 
gibbet, should be embellished with a witty allusion to 
a button and loop, or a jocular remark that it would 
effectually secure him from future accidents cither by 
land or water : and yet the justice and mercy of Omni- 
potence, the life and death of the Soul, are treated 
with ridicule and sport ; and it is contended, that with 
ridicule and sport they ought always to be treated. 

But the enect, as well as the manner of these 
feshionable disputes, is always ill : they tend to esta- 
blirii what is called natural religion, upon the ruins of 
Christianity ; and a man has no sooner stiled him- 
self a moral philosopher, than he fmds that his duty 
both to God and man is contracted into a very small 
compass, and may bepractised with the greatest £ici- 
lity* Yet as this effect is not always apparent, the 
unw^ are frequently dehided into fatal error ; and 
imagrine they are attaining the highest degree of moral 
excellence, while thisy are insensibly losing the princi- 
ples uuon which alone temptation can be resisted, and 
a steady perseverance in well-doing secured. 

Amons^ other favourite and unsuspected topics is 
the Excellency of Virtue. Virtue is said necessarily 
to produce its own happiness, and to be constantly 
and adequately its own reward ; as vice, on the con- 
trary, never (nils to produce misery, and inflict upon 
hself the punishment it deserves ; propositions, o£ 
which fcvejy one is ready to affirm, that they may be 
admitted without scruple, and believed without dan- 
ger. But, from hence it is inferred, that future re- 
wards atid punishments are not necessary, either to 
furnish adequate motives to the practice of virtue^ 
*r to justify the ways ef Gk>d« In consequence ot* 

VOL. XXIII. G 
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their being not necessaryy they become doubtfiil ; the 
Deity is less and less the object of fear and hope ; 
and as virtue is said to be that which produces ulti- 
mate good belowy whatever is supposed to produce 
ultimate good below is said to be virtue : right and 
wrong are confounded, because remote consequences 
cannot perfecdy be known ; the prindpal barner, by 
which sqppetite and passion are restrained, is broken 
down I the^remonstrances of conscience are overborne 
by sophistry ; and the acquired and habitual shame 
jof vice is subdued by the perpetual e£R)rts of vigoroui 
resistance. 

But the inference from which these dreadful con- 
sequences proceed, however plausible, is not just; 
nor does it appear from experience, that the premises 
are true. 

- That virtue alone is happiness below, is mdeed a 
maxim in speculative morality, which all the tiesp 
sures of learning have been lavished to support, and 
all the flowers of wit collected to recommend; it 
has been the favourite of some among the wisest 
and beat of mankind in every generation : and is at 
once venerable for its age, ana lovely in the bloom of 
a new youth. And yet if it be allowed, that they 
who languish in disease and indifl;ence, who suffer 
pain, hunger, and nakedness, in obscurity and soli- 
tude, are less happy than those, who, with the same 
degree of virtue, enjov health and eas^, and plenty, 
w;ho arq distinguished by fame, and courted by so- 
ciety ; it follows, that virtue alone is not efficient of 
happiness, because virtue cannot always bestow those 
things upon which happiness is confessed to depend. 

It is indeed true, that virtue in prosperity enjoys 
more than vice, and that in adversity she suffers less : 
If prosperity and adversity, therefore, were merely 
accidental to virtue and vice, it might be granted, 
tbat setting aside t)u>se things upon which mora} 
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conduct has no influence, as foreign to the question, 
every man is happy, either negatively or positively, 
in proportion as he is virtuous ; though it were denied, 
that virtue alone could put into his possession all that 
is essential to human felicity. 

Bat prosperity and adversity, alRuence and want, 
are not independent upon moral conduct: external 
advantages are frequently obtained by vice, and for- 
feited by virtue ; for, as an estate may be gained by 
secreting a will, or loading a die, an estate may also 
be lost by with-holding a vote, or rejecting a job. 

Are external advantages then too light to turn 
the scale ? Will an act oF virtue, by which all are re- 
jected, ensure more happiness than an act of vice, 
by which all are procured ? Are the advantages, 
which an estate obtained by an act of vice bestows, 
overbalanced through life by regret and remorse ? 
and the indigence and contumely that follow the loss 
of conveniences, which virtue has rejected, more than 
compensated by content and self-approbation ? 

That which is ill gotten, is not always ill used ; 
nor is that which is well rejected, always remembered 
without regret. It is not to be supposed that he, who 
by an act of fraud gained the possession of a thousand 
pounds a year, which he spends in such a gratifica- 
tion of his appetites and passions as is consistent with 
health and reputation, in the reciprocation of civili- 
ties among his equals, and sometimes in acts of 
bounty and munificence, and who uses the power and 
influence which it gives him so as to conciliate afiec- 
' tion and procure respect ; has less h£q>piness below, 
than if by a stronger effort of virtue he had continued 
in a state of dependence and poverty, neglected and 
despised, destitute of any other means to exercise the 
social affections than mutual condolence with those 
who suffer the same calamity, and almost wishmg, in 
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the bkternetB of hit dietresty that- ko had irapFOied 
the opportunity which he had lost. 

It may indeed be urged».that the happmess and 
tD&lidty of both these states, are still in exact pro- 
portion to virtue : that the affluencei wludb was ac- 
quired by a single act of vice, is oijoyed only by 
the exercise of virtue ; and that the penury iocuned 
by a single effort of virtue, is rendered afflkuve only l^ 
impatience and discontent. 

But whether this be granted or denied, it nm^ 
true that the happiness in both the^e states is not 
equal ; and that in one the means to enj^y life were 
acquired by vice, which in the other were lost bf 
■virtue. And if it be possible, by a single sict of vioe^ 
to increase happiness upon the whole of life ; irom 
what rational motives can the temptation to that act 
be resisted ? From none, surely, but siuch as arise fitMB 
the belief of a future state, in which virtue will be 
rewarded and vice punished ; for to what on happi- 
ness be wisely sacnficed, but to greater hamiam^ 
»nd how can the ways of God be justified* u a man 
by the irreparable injury of his neighbour ||)ecoi!M» 
iiappier upon the whole, than he would have been if 
he had observed the eternal rule, and dope to aiiothcr 
as he would that another should do to him ? 

Perhaps I may be told, that to talk of sacrificing 
happiness to greater happiness, as virtue, is absurd ; and 
that he who is restrained from fraud or violence, 
merely by the fear of hell, is no more virtuous than 
he who is restrained merely by the fear of a gilibet. 

But supposing this to be true, yet with respect tt) 
society, mere external rectitude of*^ conduct apswefs 
all the purposes of virtue ; and if I travel withoat 
being robbed, it is of little consequence to ipe, whe- 
ther the persons whom I meet on the road were 
restrained from attempting to invade my property by 
the fear of punishment, or the abhorrence of vice : so 
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that the gibbet, if it does not produce Tirtue, is yet of 
such incoQtestible utility, that I believe those gentle- 
meo would be very unwillin? that it should be re- 
moiredf who are, notwithstanding, so zealous to steel 
every breast agaibst the fear of damnation ; nor would 
they be content, however negligent of their souls, 
that their property should be no otherwise secured, 
than by the power of Moral Beauty, and the pre- 
valence of ideal enjoyments. . 

If it be asked, how moral agents became the sub- 
jects of accidental and adventitious happiness and 
misery ; and why they were placed in a state in which 
it frequently happens, that virtue only alleviates cala- 
mity, and vice only moderates delight ; the answer of 
RsVfiLATiON is known, and it must be the task of 
those who reject it to give a better : It is enough for 
me to have proved that man is at present in such a 
state : I pretend not to trace the * unsearchable ways 
of the Almighty,* nor attempt to * penetrate the 
darkness that surrounds his throne :' but amidst this 
enlightened generation, in which such multitudes can 
account for apparent obliquities and defects in the 
natnral and the moral world, I am content with an 
humble expectation of that time, in which < every 
thing that is crooked shall be made strait, and every 
dung that is imperfect shall be done away/ 
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• Ille potent sui 



Xioiusaue deget^ cut luet iu diem 

Hapfjy the man, and happy he atdae. 
He yno-caai call to-(Uy h>( own ; 

• He, Mfho «6Gure .widjin <;an ;S4y« 
Toroprcow do thy worst, for I have- Uved to-day. 

bRYDEN, 



TO T]^ ADV^^TVJp:|t. 
Sin, 

It 16 the fale.-of iJlM^ho do not Jive m ^eqs^^^.^u' 
accidental obscurity, w^o x^itiber.p^s undistinffl^jifibei^ 
through the vale of* poverty, <iQr hid^ thewenr^s j^ 
the grores'of f^dituae, to h^ve^ Au^nj^erous ^ccyiainb- 
imoe afid;few friends. 

An acquirintance is a hesii;^ iwrhio meets 4)8<^^ ^ 
smile and a salute, who tells us in the same breath 
that he is glad and sorry for the most trivial good 
and ill that befals us, and yet who turns from us 
without regret, who scarce wishes to see us again, 
who forsakes us in hopeless sickness or adversity, 
and when we die remembers us no more. A friend 
is he with whom our interest is united, upon whose 
participation all our pleasures depend ; who sooths 
us in the fretfiilness of disease, and cheers u& in the 
gloom of a prison ; to whom when we die even our 
remains are sacred, who follows them with tears ta 
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the mxcf and presen'ea our image in his licart. 
A fnepd our cakmities may giievc, and our wants 
may imppverish, but ncgkct only can offend, and 
unkijQcJjQcqs a]ienate. Is it not therefore astonishincr, 
that a friend should ever be alienated oroiTcndea? 
and can there be a stronp^er instcuicc of the folly and 
f^|ice of mankind) than their with -hoUling from thoscy 
upon whom their happiness is confessed to depcndy 
that civility whicli tliey bvish upon others, without 
Jaopc of any liigher reward than a trivial and moment- 
ary gratification of their vanity, by an echo of their 
compliments and a return of their obeisance ? 

Of this caprice there are none who have more 
cause to complain than myi;elf. That I am a person 
of 8pme importapce has never yet been disputed : I 
am allowed to have great power to please and to 
instruct ; I alvirays contribute to die felicity of those 
by whom I am well ticated ; and I must confess, that 
lam never ikbuscd without leading marks of my rejsent- 
ment bcliind me. 

I am ^nerally regarded as a friend ; and there 
arc few who could think of parting with me for die 
last time, without the ^utmost regret, solicitude, and re- 
luctance. I know* wherever I come, that I have been 
die object of desire and hope ; and diat Uie pleasure 
which i am expected to diffuse, has, like all others, 
been enjoyed by anticipation. By the young and 
gay, those who are entering the world, either as a 
scene of business or pleasure, I am frcquendy desired 
with such impticnce, that although e^'ery moment 
brings .on wnnkles and decrepitude with irresistible 
rapidity, they wfould be willing that the tiqie of my 
absence should be .annihilated, and the approach of 
wrinkles and decrepitude rendered yet more precipU 
tate. There cannot surely be stronger evidence than 
this of my influence upon their happiness, or of their 
afiection for me : and yet the transport wi'.fa which 
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I am at first received quickly subsides t thiey ^pear 
to grow weary of my company, they would again 
shorten life to hasten the hour of my departnre and 
they reflect upon the length of my visit with ngret. 
. To the aged I confess I am not able to procure 
equal advantages ; and yet there afe some of these 
who have been remarkable for their virtue, among 
whom I experience more constant reciprocations of 
friendship. I never heard that they expressed an 
impatient expectation of me when absent, nor do 
they receive me with rapture when I come ; but whOe 
I stay they treat me with complacency and good- 
humour ; and in proportion as their first address is 
less violent, the whole tenour of their conduct is 
more equal ; they suffer me to leave them in an even- 
ing without importunity to prolong my visit, and 
think of my departure with indifference. 

You will, perhaps, imagine, that I am distinguish' 
ed by some strange singularity, of which the uncom« 
mon treatment that I receive is a consequencei As 
few can judge with irtipardality of their own charac« 
ter, none are believed merely upon their own evidence^ 
who affirm it to be good : I will therefore describe to 
you the manner in which I am received by persons 
of very different stations, capacities, and employ- 
ments. The facts shall be exhibited without faiue 
colouring ; I will neither suppress, soften, nor exag- 
gerate any circumstance, fay which the natural and 
genuine state of these facts may be discovered, and I 
know that your sagacity will do me justice. 

In summer I rise very early, andf the first person 
. that I see is a peasant at his work, who generally 
regards me with a smile, though he seldom par- 
ticipates of my bounty. His l^ur is scarce ever 
suspended while I am with him ; yet he always talks 
of me with complacency, and never treats me with 
neglect or indecorum, except peiiiaps on a holiday. 
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T^rhen he ha3 been tij[)pIiD7 • and this I can Ccisily 
overlook, though he commonly receives a hint of his 
faulc the next morning, tliat he may be the more upon 
njs guard for the future. 

But though iji the countiy I have reason to be 
best satisfied with the beliaviour of those whom I 
first see, yet in my early walks in town I am almost 
ai^« to be insulted. As soon as the wretch, who 
has passed the night at a tavern, or a gaming table, 
perceives me at a distance, he bv'gins to niutter 
curses ag^nst me, though he knows they will be 
Juliilled upon hinijself, and is impatient till he can bar 
Jus door, and hide himself in bed. 

I have one sister, and thougli her complexion is 
very dark, yet she is not without her chaiTns : She 
is» I confess, said to look best by candle-light, in 
her jewels, and at a public place, wnere the splendour 
of her dress, and the multiplicity of other objects, 
prevent too miniate an examination of her person. 
Some good judges have fancied, though perhaps 
SL little whimsically, that tliere is something inex- 
pressibly pleasiqg in .her by moon-light, a kind of 
placid ease, a gentle languor, which softens her fea- 
tureSy and gives new grace to her manner : they say 
too, that she is best disposed to be agreeable company 
.^n a walky under die chequered shade of a giove, 
alonfir the green banks of a river, or i^pon the sandy 
-beach by the sea. 

:My sister's principles in many particulars differ 
from mine ; but there has been always such a har- 
inony between us, that she seldom smiles upon 
those who liave suffered me to pass with a con- 
temptuous iiejij^ligence ; much less does she use her 
influence, which is very great, to procure any ad- 
.yapt^ge for those who drive me from their presence 
ynxh outline and abuse ; and yet none are more 
;as9iduou8 ip. their addresses, nqr intrude longer upon 
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her privacy, than those who are most implacably mj 
enemies. 

She is generally better received by the poor, than 
the rich ; and indeed she seldom visits the indigent 
and the rxrrctched, u-ithout bringing something for 
their relief; yet those who are most solidtons to 
engage her in parties of pleasure, and are seen longest 
in her company, are always suspected of some evil 
design. 

You will, perhaps, think there is something enh^- 
matical in ail this ; and lest you should not yet Ee 
able to discover my true cnaracter sufficiently to 
engage you in my interest, I will give you a short 
history of the incidents that have happened to me 
during the last eight hours. 

It is now four o'clock in the afternoon : about 
seven I rose ; soon after, as I was walking by the 
dial in Covent Garden, I was perceived by a man wdl 
dressed, who appeared to have been sleeping under 
one of the sheds, and whom a watchman had just 
told that I was approaching : after attempting to swear 
several oaths, and staggenng a few paces, he scowled 
at me under his bat, and insulted me indirectly, by 
telling the watchman as well as he could, that he 
had sat in company with my sister till he became too 
di-unk to find his way home ; which nevertheless he 
had attempted ; and that he hated the sight of me 
as he hated the devil : he then desired that a coach or 
a chair nught be immediately called to carry him 
from my presence. 

About nine I visited a young lady who could not 
see me, because she was but just returned from a rout. 
I went next to a student in the Temple, who re- 
ceived me with great joy ; but told me, that he wu 
goin^ to dine with a gendeman, whose daughter he 
had long courted, and who at length, by theinteipon- 
tion otfmnds,' had been persuaded to consent to 
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the matchy though several others had offered a larger 
settlement. From this interview I had no desire to 
detain him ; and about twelve I found a young pro- 
digy to whom I had afforded many opportunities 
offelki^^ which he neglected to improve ; and whom 
I had scarce ever left without having convinced him» 
that he was wasting life in the search of pleasure 
which he could never find : he looked upaa me with 
a countenance full of suspicion, dread, and perplexity, 
and seemed to wish that I had delayed my visit, or 
been excluded by his servant ; imagining, as I have 
since heard, that a bailiff was behind me. After din- 
ner, I again met my friend the student : but he who 
had so lately received me with extasy, now leered at 
roe with a sullen discontent, and if it had been in his 
power would have destroyed me, for no other reason 
than because the old gentleman whom he had visited 
had changed his mind. 

You may, perhaps, be told, that I am myself in- 
constant and capricious, that I am never the same 
person eight and forty hours together, and that no 
man knows whether at my next visit I shall bring 
him good or evil : but identity of person might 
with equal truth be denied of the Adventurer, and 
of every other being upon earth : for all animal 
bodies are in a state ot perpetual decay and reno- 
vation : so ridiculous a slander does not indeed de- 
serve a serious reply: and I believe you are now 
ready to answer every other cavil of my enemies, 
by convincing the world that it is their own fault 
it I do not always leave them wiser and better than 
I find them ; and whoever has through life conti- 
nued to become gradually wiser and better, has ob- 
tained a source of divine felicity, a well of living 
water, which, like the widow's oil, shall increase as 
it is poured out, and which, though it was suj^lied 
\iy time, eternity shall pot exhaust. 
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I hope, Sir, your paper will be a meitti of procurfij 
me better treatment ; and that you will yonrtclf Be 
solicitous to secure the friendship of» , 

Your IturiiMe servaiit, 

To-Day. 



iri2. SATURDAY, DECEMBER 16; 1751 



Maff*um pauperies opprobrti m juhd 

^utd'ois autfaeere aut patu HOlt. 

He whom the dread of want insnaret, 
With b;aseDes8 acts, with meann^ beflrs. 



TO THE AQVEXTURER. 
8YRf 

Of all the expedients that have been Comrd out t» 
alleviate the miseries of life, none is left to despsllr 
but complaint : and though complaint, without 
hope of reKef, may be thought rather to increa^ 
than mitigate anguish, as it recollefcts every as* 
cumstance of distress and imbitters the memorjr 
of past sufferings by the anticipation of futon;: 
yet, like weeping, it is an indulgence of that wfaich 
It is pain to suppress, and sooths with the h<n>6 of 
pity the wretch who despairs of comfort. Ot tliii 
number is he who now addresses you : yet the so- 
lace of complaint and tlie hope of pity, are not the 
only motives tliat have induced tne to communi- 
cate die series of events, by which I have been ied 
Wi^'vDi ixi insensible deviation from fehcitv, and -it 



last plunged in irremediable calamity: I wish that 
ithers may escape perdition ; and am, therefore^ 
loUdtons to warn them of the path that leads to 
the precipice firom which I have fallen. 

I am the only child of a wealthy farmer, who as 
he was himself illiterate, was the more zealous to 
make his son a scholar ; imagining that there was 
tn the knowledge of Greek and Latin, some secret 
charm of perpetual influence, which as I passed 
through life would smooth the way before me, esta- 
blish the happiness of success, and supply new re- 
lources to disappointment. But not being able to 
deny himself the pleasure he found in having me 
about him, instead of sending me out to a boarding 
school, he offered the curate of the paiish ten pounds 
a year and his board to become my tutor. 

This gentleman, who was in years, and had lately 
buried his wife, accepted the employment, but refused 
the salary : the work of education, he said, would 
agreeably fill his intervals of leisure, and happily 
coincide with the duties of his function : but he ob- 
•enred that his curacy, which was thirty pounds a 
year, and had long subsisted him when he had a 
ramily, would make him wealthy now he was a sin- 
gle nkan ; and therefore he insisted to pay for his 
board : to this my father, with whatever reluctance, 
WM obliged to consent. At the age of six years I 
began to read my Accidence under my preceptor ;< 
and at' fifteen had gone through the Latin and Greek 
Classics. But the languages were not all that I 
learned of this gentleman ; besides other science of 
less importance, he taught me the theoi y of Ciiiiisli- 
ANITY by his precepts, and the practice by his 
example. 

As his temper was calm and steady, the influence 
which he had acquired over me was unlimited : lie 
W^ never capriciously severe ; so that I regaided his 
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cTlspleasure not as an effect of his infirmity, but .of my 
own fault: he discovered so much affection in die 
pleasure with which he commended, and in- the ten- 
der concern with which he reproved me, that I loved 
him as a fiitlier ; and his devotion, though rational 
aiid manly, was yet so habitual and fervent, that I 
reverenced him as a saint. I found even my passions 
contTx>ulcd by an awe which his presence impressed ; 
and by a constant attention to his doctrine and his 
life, I acGuii'ed such a sense of my connexion with 
the invisible world, and such a conviction of the con- 
•ciousness of deity to all my thoughts,- that every 
inoixlinate wish was secretly suppressed, and my 
conduct regubted by the most scrupulous circumspeC' 
tion. 

My father thought he had now taken sufEcient 
care of my education, and therefore began to expect 
that I should assist in overlooking his servants, and 
managing his &rm, in which he intended I should 
succeed hmi : but my preceptor, whose principal view 
was not my temporal advantage, told him, that as a 
former, great part of my learning would be totally 
useless ; and that the only way to make me service- 
able to mankind, in proportion to the knowledge I 
bad acquired, would be to send me to the university, 
that at a proper time I might take orders. But my 
fother, besides that he was still unwilling to pait vnm 
me, had probably many reasons against my entering 
•the world in a cassock : such, however, was the defe^ 
lence which he paid to my tutor, that he had almost 
impliddy submitted to his determination, when a 
delation of my mother's, who was an attorney of 

r: practice in the Temple, came to spend part of 
long vacr.tion at our house, in consequence of 
invitations which had been often repeated during an 
Absence of many years. 
Mjr fetiier thought that an opportaoity of consult- 
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ing how to dispose of me, with a man so well ac- 
•quaiDted with hfe, was not to be lost ; and perhaps 
he secretly hoped, that my preceptor would give up 
his opinion as indefensible, if a person of the lawyer's 
experience should declare against it. My cousin 
was accordins^ly made umpire in the debate ; and 
after he had heard the arguments on botli sides, he 
declared against my becoming a farmei' : he said, it 
Vould be an act of injustice to bury my parts and 
learning in the obscurity of rural life ; because, if 
produced to the world, they would probably be re- 
warded with wealth and distinction. My preceptor 
imagined the question was now fmally determined in 
his favour; and being obliged to visit one of his 
parishioners that was sick, he gave me a look of con- 
gratulation as he went out, and I perceived his cheek 
^low with a flush of triumph, and his eye sparkle 
with tears of delight. 

But he had no sooner left the room, tlian my cou- 
«in gave the conversation another turn ; he told my 
£ither, that though he had opposed his making me a 
farmer, he was not an advocate for my becoming a 
parson ; for that to make a young fellow a parson, 
without being able to procure him a living, was to 
make him a beggar : he then made some witty re- 
flections on the old gentleman who was just gone out ; 

* Nobody,' said he, * could question his having been 
put to a bad trade, who considered his circumstances 
now he had followed it forty years.' And after some 
^ther sprightly sallies, which, though they made my 
father laugh, made me tremble ; he clapped him 
upon the shoulder, * If you have a mind, your boy 
shall made a figure in life, old gentleman,' says he, 

* put him clerk to me ; my lord chancellor King 
was no better than the son of a country shopkeeper ; 
said my master gave a person of much greater emi- 
nence many a half crown when he was an attorney*^ 
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clerk in the next chambers to mine. What say yoa ? 
shall I take him up with me or do ?* My mxTf 
who had listened tp^this proposal with great eagemesif 
as soon as my cousin had done speaking, criedi 
* A match ;' and immediately gave him his handy 
in token of his consent. Thus the bargain was 
struck, and my fate determined before my tutor came 
back. 

It was in vain that he afterwards objected to the 
character of my new master, and expressed the most 
dreadful apprehensions at my becoming an attorney's 
clerk, and entering into the society of wretches who 
had been represented to him, and perhaps not unjust- 
ly, as the most profligate upon earth : they do not, 
indeed, become worse than others, merely as clerks ; 
but as young persons, who with more money to 
spend in the gratification of appetite, are sooner than 
others abandoned to their own conduct : for though 
they are taken from under the protection of a parent, 
yet being scarce considered as in a state of servitude, 
they are not sufficiently restrained by the authority oif 
a master. My father had conceived of my cousin as 
the bcst-natured man in the world ; and probably was 
intoxicated with the romantic hope, of living to see 
me upon the Bench in Westminster-Hall, or of meet- 
ing me on the circuit, lolling in my own coach, and 
attended by a crowd of the inferior instruments of 
justice. He was not therefore to be moved either by 
expostulation or intreaty; and I set out with my 
cousin on horseback, to meet the stage at a town 
within a few miles, after having taken leave of my 
father, with a tenderness that melted us both ; and 
received from the hoary saint his last instructions and 
benediction, and at length the parting embrace, which 
was given with the silent ardour of unutterable wishes, 
and repeated with tears that could no longer be |Uf» 
pressed or concealed. 
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When we were seated in the coach, my cousin 
began to make himself merry with the regret and 
discontent that he perceived in my countenance at 
leaying a cow-house, a hogstye, and two old grey- 
pates, who were contending whether I should be 
buried in a farm or a college, I, who had never 
heard either my father or my tutor treated with 
irreverence, could not conceal my displeasure and 
resentment : but he still continued to rally my countiy 
simplicity with many allusions which I did not then 
understand, but which greatly delighted the rest of 
the company. The fourth day brought us to our 
journey's end, and my master, as soon as we reached 
his chambers, shook me by the hand, and bid me wel- 
cpme to the Temple. 

He had been some years a widower, and his only 
child a daughter being still at a boarding-school, his 
&mily consisted only of a man and maid-servant and 
myself: for though he had two hired clerks, yet 
they lodged and boarded themselves. The horrid 
lewdness and profaneness of these fellows terrified 
and disgusted me ; nor could I believe that my mas- 
ter's property and interest could be safely intnisted 
with men, who in every respect appeared to be so 
destitute of vijtue and religion : I, therefore, thought 
it my duty to apprise him of his danger ; and according- 
ly, one day wlien we v^ere at dinner, I communicated 
my suspicion, and the reason upon which it was 
founded. The formal solemnity with which I in- 
troduced this conversation, and the air of importance 
which I gave to my discovery, threw him into a 
violent fit of laughter, which struck me dumb with 
confusion and astonishment. As soon as he recover- 
ed himself, he told me, that though his clerks might 
use some expressions that I had not been accustomed 
to hear, yet he believed them to be very honest; 
and that he placed more confidence in them, than ht 
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would in a formal prig, of. whom he knew nothing 
but that he went every morning and evening to 
prayers, and said grace before and after meat ; that as 
to swearing, they meant no harm ; and as he did not 
doubt but that every young fellow liked a girl, it was 
better they should joke about it than be hypocritical 
and sly : not that he would be thought to suspect 
my integrity, or to blame me for practices, which 
he knew to be merely effects of the bigotry and 
superstition in which I had been educated, and not 
the disguises of cunning, or the subterfuges of guilt. 
I was greatly mortmed at my cousin's behaviour 
on this occasion, and wondered from what cause it 
could proceed, and why he should so lightly pass over 
those vices in others, from which he abstained him- 
self ; for I had never heard him swear : and as his 
expressions were not obscene, I imagined his conver- 
sation was chaste ; in which, however, my ignorance 
deceived me, and it was not long before I had reason 
to change my opinion of his character. 
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JT 13. TUESDAY, DECEMBER 19, 1754 



•Sic omnia /atu 



Jn ptjus ruere^ ac retro tubhpsa reftrrl : 
J^on aliter quam qui adverse vix Jlumine lembum 
Jtemigiis subi^t : si bracbia forte remisit, 
uitqme ilium in^racefs prono rapit alveus amni» 



VIRG. 



Thus all below, whether by nature's curse. 
Or fate's decree, degenVate still to worse. 
So the boat's brawny crew the current stem, 
And, slow advancing, struggle with the stream : 
But if they slack their hands, O"- cease to strive, 
7'hen down the flood with headlong haste they drive. 

DRYDEN. 

There came one morning to inquire for him at his 
chambers, a lady who had something in her manner 
which caught my attention and excited my curiosity : 
her clothes were fine, but the manner in which they 
were put on was rather flaunting than elegant ; her 
address was not easy nor polite, but seemed to be a 
strange mixture of affected state and licentious fami- 
liarity : she looked in the glass while she was speak- 
ing to me, and without any confusion adjusted her 
tucker : she seemed rather pleased than disconcerted 
"SIX being regarded with earnestness ; and being told 
that my cousin was abroad, she asked some trifling 
questions, and then making a slight curtsey, took up 
uie side of her hoop ^vith a jerk that discovered at 
least half her leg, and hurried down staiis. 
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I could not help inquiring of the clerks, if they 
knew this lady ; and was greatly confounded when 
they told me with an air orsccrecy, that she was my 
cousin's mistress, whom he had kept almost two years 
in lodgings near Covent-garden. At first I suspect- 
ed this information ; but it was soon confirmed by so 
many circumstances, that I could no longer doubt of 
its truth. 

As my principles were yet untainted, and the in- 
fluence of my education was still strong, I regarded 
my cousin's sentiments as impious and detestable ; 
and his example ratlier struck me with horror, th^ 
seduced me to imitation. I flattered myself with 
hopes of effecting his reformation, and took every 
oj^rtunity to hint the wickedness of allowed incon- 
tinence ; for which I was always rallied when he was 
disposed to be merry, and answered with the con- 
temptuous sneer of self-sufliciency when he was sullen. 

Near four years of my clerkship were now expired, 
and I had never yet entered the lists as a disputant 
with my cousin : for tho' I conceived myself to be 
much his superior in moral and theological learning, 
and though he often admitted me to familiar coaversa* 
tion, yet I still regarded the subordination of a servant 
to a master, as one of the duties of my station, and 
preserved it with such exactness, that I never exceed- 
ed a question or a hint when we were alone, and 
was always silent when he had company, tho' I fre- 
quently heard such positions advanced, as made me 
wonder that no tremendous token of the divine dis- 
pleasure immediately followed: but coming one 
tnght from the tavern, warm with wine, and, as I. 
imagined, flushed with polemic success, he insisted 
upon my taking one glass with him before he went 
to bed ; and almost as soon as we were seated, he 
gave me a formal challenge, by denying all divinb 
K^VELATiON, and defying me to prove it. 
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I now considered every distinction as thrown 
<lowny and stood forth as the champion of religion y 
with that elation of mind which the hero always feels 
at the approach of danger. I thought myself secure 
of victory ; and rejoicing that he had now compelled 
me to do what I had often wished he would permit, 
I obliged him to declare that he would dispute upon 
equal terms, and we began the debate. But it was 
not long before I was astonished to fmd myself con- 
founded by a man, whom I saw half drunk, and 
:whose learning and abilities I despised when he was 
sober ; for as I had but very lately discovered, that 
any of the principles of religion, from the immortality 
of the soul to the deepest mystery, had been so much 
as questioned, all his objections were new. I was 
assaulted where I had made no preparation for de- 
fence ; and having not been so much accustomed to 
disputation, as to consider, that in the present weak- 
ness of human intellects, it is much easier to object 
than answer, and that in every disquisition difficulties 
are found which cannot be resolved, I was overborne 
by the sudden onset, and in the tumult of my 
search after answers to his cavils, forgot to press the 
positive arguments on which religion is established : 
he took advantage of my confusion, proclaimed his 
own triumph, and because I was depressed, treated me 
as vanquished. 

As the event which had thus mortified my pride, 
was perpetually revolved in my mind, the same mis- 
take still continued : I inquired for solutions instead 
of proofs, and found myself more and more entangled 
in the snares of sophistiy. In some other conversa- 
tions which my cousin was nqw eager to begin, new 
difficulties were started, the labyrinth of doubt grew 
more intricate, and as the question was of infinite 
moment, my mind was brought into the most distress- 
fid anxiety. I ruminated incessantly on the subjecta 
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of our debate, somedmes chiding myself for my doubts, 
iand sometimes applauding the courage and freedom 
of my inquiry. 

Wnile my mind was in this state, I heard by acci- 
dent that there was a club at an alehouse m the neigh- 
bourhood, where such subjects were freely debated, to 
which every body was admitted without scruple or 
formality : to this club in an evil hour I resolved to 

fo, that I mifi^ht learn how knotty points were to be 
iscussed, and truth distinguished from error. 
Accordingly on the next club night I mingled 
with the multitude that Was assembled in this school 
of folly and infidelity: I was at first disgusted at the 
eross ignorance of some, and shocked at the horrid 
Uasphemy of others ; but curiosity prevailed, and my 
sensibility by degrees wore off. I found that almost 
every speaker had a different opinion, which some 
of them supported by arguments, that to me, who 
was utterly unacquainted with disputation, appeared to 
hold opposite probabilities in exact equipoise ; so tha. 
instead of being confirmed in any principle, I was 
divested of all ; the perplexity of my mind was in- 
creased, and I contracted such a habit of questioning 
■whatever offered itself to my imagination, that I at 
most doubted of my own existence. 

In proportion as I was less assured in my princi- 
ples, I was less circumspect in my conduct : but such 
was still the force of education, that any gross 
violence offered to that which I had held sacred, and 
every act which I had been used to regard as incur- 
ring the forfeiture of the divin'e favour, stung me 
with remorse. I was indeed still restrained from 
flagitious immorality, by the power of habit : but this 
power grew weaker and weaker, and the natural pro- 
pensity to ill gradually took place ; as the motion 
that is communicated to a ball which is struck up 



9^ IS. ADVENTURSB. 83 

into the air, becomes every moment less and less^ till 
at length it recoils by its own weight. 

Fear and hope, the great springs of human action, 
had now lost their princ^al objects, as I doubted 
whether the enjoyment of the present moment was 
not all that I could secure ; my power to resist 
temptation diminished with my dependence upon the 
GRACE OF GOD, find regard to the sanction of his law ; 
and I was first seduced by a prostitute, in my return 
from a declamation on the beauty of virtue, and the 
strengrth of the moral sense. 

I began now to give myself up entirely to sensua- 
lity, and the grati^cation of appetite terminated my 
prospects of felicity : that peace of mind, which it 
the sunshine of the soul, was exchanged for the gloom 
of doubt, and the storm of passion ; and my confi- 
dence in GOD and hope of everlasting joy, for sudden 
terrors and vain wishes, the loathings of satiety, and 
tile anguish of disappointment. 

I was indeed impatient under this fluctuation of 
opinion, and therefore I applied to a gentleman who 
was a principal speaker at the club, and deemed a 
profound philosopner, to assist the labours of my 
own mind in the investigation of truth, and relieve me 
from distraction by removing my doubts : but this 
gentleman, instead of admmistering relief, lamented 
3ie prejudice of education, which he said hindered me 
from yielding without reserve to the force of truth, 
and might perhaps always keep my mind anxious,, 
though my judgment should be convinced. But as^ 
the most effectual remedy for this deplorable evil, he. 
recommended to me the works of Chubb, Morgan, 
and many others, which I procured, and read with 
great eagerness ; and though I was not at last a 
sound deist, yet I perceived with some pleasure that 
mj stock of polemic knowledge was greatly increas* 



8# AiyrEXTmcs. n* IS; 

ed$ lo that, instead of being an auditor, I com- 
tnenced a maker at the dub ; and though to stand 
up and babble to a croud in an alehouse, till silence 
is commanded by the stroke of a hammer, is as low 
an ambition as can taint the human mind, yet I was 
much devated by my new distinction, and pleased 
with the deference that was paid to my juc^;nient. 
I sometimes, indeed, reflected, that I was propagating 
opinions by which I had myself become Tiaous and 
wretched ; but it immediately occurred, that though 
my conduct was changed, it could not be proved that 
my virtue was less ; because many things, which X 
avoided as vicious upon my old principles, were inno- 
cent upon my new. I therefore went on in my 
career, and was perpetually racking my invention for 
new topics and illustration ; and among other expe- 
dients, as well to advance my reputation, as to quiet 
my conscience, and deliver me from the torment of 
remorse, I thought of the following : 

Having learned that all error is innocent, because 
it is involuntary, I concluded, that nothing more was 
necessary to quiet the mind than to prove that all vice 
was error. I therefore formed the following argu- 
ment : * No man becomes vicious, but from a belief 

* that vice will confer happiness : he may, indeed, 

* have been told the contrary : but implicit faith is 

* not required of reasonable beings : therefore as 

* every man ought to seek happiness, every man may 

* lawfully make the experiment : if he is disappointed, 
^ it is plain that he did not intend that which has 

* happened \ so that every vice is an error ; and there- 

* fore no vice will be punished.' 

I communicated this ingenious contrivance to 
my frirnJ the philosopher, who, instead of detecting 
the difference between ignorance and perverseness, or 
stating the limitations within which we are bound to 
seek our own hj| pincss, applauded the acuteness cf 
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my penetradon, and the force of my reasoning. I 
was nspatxent to display so novel and important a 
discovery to the club, and the attention that it drew 
upon me gratified my ambition to the utmost of my 
expectation. I had indeed some opponents ; but 
they were so little skilled in argumentation, and so 
ignorant of the subject, that it only rendered my con- 
quest more signal and important ; for the chairman 
fummed up die arguments on both sides with so 
exact and scrupulous an impartiality, that as I appear- 
ed not to have been confuted, those who could not 
discover the weakness of my antagonists, thought that 
to confute me was impossible ; my sophistry was taken 
for demonstration, and the number of proselytes was 
incredible. The assembly consisted chiefly of clerks 
and apprentices, young persons who had received a 
religious, though not a liberal education ; for those 
who were totally ignorant, or wholly abandoned, 
troubled not themselves with such disputations as were 
carried on at our club : and these unhappy boys, the 
impetuosity of whose passions was restrained chiefly 
by fear, as virtue had not yet become a habit, were 
glad to have the shackles struck off which they were 
told priestcraft had put on. 

But however I might satisfy others, I was not 
yet satisfied myself ; my torment returned, and new 
opiates became necessary : they were not indeed. 
easily to be found ; but such was my good fortune, 
that an illiterate mechanic afforded me a most sea- 
tonable relief, * by discussing the important question, 
and demonstrating that the soul was not nor could be 
immortal.' I was, indeed, disposed to believe, with- 
out the severest scrutiny, what I now began secretly 
to wish ; for such was the state of my mind, that I 
was willing to give up the hope of everlasting happi- 
ii.»ss, to be delivered from the dread of perpetual mi- 
sery ; and as I thought of dying as a remote event, 

VOJ4. xxiu« 1 
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the sqyprehension of losing my existence with my life, 
did not much interrupt the pleasures of the bagnio and 
the taYem. 

They were however, interrupted by another cause ; 
fiur I contracted a distemper, which alarmed and 
terrifitd me, in proportion as its progress was swift, 
and its consequences were dreadfuL In this distress 
I ^plied to a young surgeon, who was a speaker at 
the dub, and gained a genteel subsistence by keeping 
it in repair ; he treated my complaint as a trifle ; and 
to prevent any serious reflections in this interval of 
pain and solitude, he rallied the deplorable lensth of 
my countenance, and exhorted me to behave uke a 
man. 

My pride, rather than my fear, made me very soli- 
citous to conceal this disorder from my cousin ; bat 
he soon discovered it rather with pleasure than an- 
ger, as it compleated his triumph, and aflPoided him 
a new subject of raillery and merriment. By the spL-. 
ritual and corporeal assistance of my surgeon, I was 
at length restored to my health, with the same 
dissolute morals, and a resolution to pursue my plea- 
sures with more caution ; instead, therefore, of hiring 
a prostitute, I now endeavoured to seduce the virgin, 
and corrupt the wife. 
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jtdmoMeti ei magmi testatur voce per vmhrat : 
DUdiejiuUtiMm meniH^ et nen temmere Dives* 

VIRO. 

Ev'n yet his voice from hell's dread shades we hear-^ 
** Beware, learn justice, and the Gods revere.** 

Ik these attempts, my new principles afforded mtf 
gn*at assistance: for 1 found that those whom I 
Mild conyerty 1 could easily debauch ; and that to 
tonvert manj, nothing more was necessary than to 
adrance my principles, and allege something in de<* 
fence of them, by which I appeared to be convinced 
foyself ; for not being able to dispute, they thought 
that the amiment which had convinced me, would, 
if they could understand it, convince them : so that 
by yielding an implicit assent, they at once p^d a 
toiApliment to their own judgments, and smoothed 
the way to the indulgence of appetite. 

While I was thus gratifying every inordinate de* 
dre, and passing from one degree of guilt to another, 
ihy cousin determined to take his daughter, who was 
now in her nineteenth year, from school ; and as he 
intended to make her mistress of his family, he quitted 
his chambers, and took a house. 

This young lady I had frequently seen, and al- 
ways admired ; she was therefore no sooner come 
home, than I endeavoured to recommend myself by a 
thoiwand assiduities) and rqoiced in the many typporj 
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tunides dxat were a£brded me to entertaiii her alone ; 
and perceiTed that she was not di^kased with my 
cotnpanyy nor insensible to my com|>l^sance. 

My cousin, tho' he had seen the efiects of his 
documents of infidelity in the cormpcion of my 
monds, yet could not forbear to sneer at rdligion in 
the presence of his daughter ; a practice in which I 
now always coDcurred, as it facilitated the execudon 
of a design that I had formed of rendering her sub* 
servient to my pleasures. I might indeed have mar- 
ried her, and perhaps my cousin secrethr intended that 
I should : but I knew women too well to think that 
marriage w^ould confine my wishes to asingle object; 
and I was utterly arerse to a state, in which the 
pleasure of variety must be sacrificed to domestic auiet, 
or domestic quiet to the pleasure of variety ; ror I 
neither imagined that I could long indulge myself 
in an unlawful familiarity with many women, b^re 
it would by some accident be discovered to my wife : 
Dor that she would be so very courteous or philoso;^- 
cal, as to suffer this indulgence without expostulation 
and clamour ; and besides, I had no liking to a 
brood of children, whose wants would soon become 
importunate, and whose claim to mv industry and 
frugality would be universally acknowledged ; though 
the offspring of a mistress might be abandoned to 
beggary, without breach of the law, or offence to 
society. 

The young lady, on the contrary, as she perceived 
that my addresses exceeded conmion civilities, did 
not question but that my view was to obtain her for 
a wife ; and I could discern that she often expected 
such a declaration, and seemed disappointed that I 
had not yet proposed an application to her hther : 
but imajgming, I suppose, that these circumstances 
were onfy delayed till the fittest opportunity, she did. 
not scruple to admit aU the freedoms that were coo* 
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sistent wiA modesty ; and I drew every day qearer 
to the accomplishment of my design, by insensible 
approaches without alarming her fear, or confirming 
her hopes. 

I knew that only two things were necessary ; her 
passions were to be inflamed, and the motives from 
\(rhich they were to be suppressed, removed. I was 
therefore perpetually insinuating, that nothing which 
was natural could be ill ; I complained of the iipposi* 
tions and restraints of priestcraft and superstition : 
and, as if these hints were casual and accidental, I 
would immediately afterwards sing a tender song, re- 
peat some seducing verses, or read a novel. 

But henceforward, let never insulted beauty admit 
a second time into her presence the wretch who has 
once attempted to ridicule religion, and substitute 
other aids to human frailty, for that * love of god 
which is better than life,' and that fear < which is 
the beginning of wisdom :* for whoever makes such 
an attempt, intends to betray ; the contrary conduct 
being without question the interest of every one whose 
inteations are good, because even those who profanely 
deny religion to be of divine origin, do yet acknow- 
ledge that it is a political institution well calculated to 
strengthen the band of society, and to keep out the 
ravager, by intrenching innocence and arming virtue. 
To oppose these corrupters by argument rather than 
contempt, is to parly with a murderer, who may be 
excluded by shutting a door. 

My cousin's daughter used frequently to dispute 
with me, and these disputes always favoured the 
execution of my project : though, least I should alarm 
her too much, I often affected to appear half in jest ; 
and when I ventured to take any hbeity, by which 
the bounds of modesty was somewhat invaded, I sud- 
denly desisted with an air of easy negligence ; and 
as the attempt was not pursued, and nothing farther 

I 3 
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seemed to be intended than was done, i|t was regarded 
but as waggery, and punished only with a slap or a 
frown, 'Inus she became familiar with infidehty and 
indecency by degrees. 

I once subtily engaged her in a debate, whether 
the gratification of natural appetites was in' itself inno- 
cent, and whether, if so, the want of external ceremony 
could in any case render it criminal. I insisted that 
virtue and vice were not influenced by external cere- 
monies, nor founded upon human laws, which were 
arbitrary, temporary, and local : and that as a yo\m^ 
lady's shutting herself up in a nunnery was sdu 
evil, though enjoined by such laws ; so the transmit- 
ting her beauty to posterity was still good tho' under 
certain circumstances it had by such laws been for- 
bidden. This she affected utterly to deny, and I 
proposed that the question should be referred to her 
papa, without informing him of our debate, and that it 
should be determined by his opinion ; a proposal to 
which she readily agreeci. I immediately adverted to 
other subjects, as if I had no interest in the issue of 
our debate ; but I could perceive that it sunk deep 
into her mind, and that she continued more thought- 
ful than usual. 

I did not however fail to introduce a suitable topic 
of discourse the next time my cousin was present, 
and having stated the question in general terms, he 
gave it in my favour, without suspecting that he was 
judge in his own cause : and the next time I was 
alone with his daughter, without mentioning his deci- 
sion, I renewed my familiarity, I found her resistance 
less resolute, pursued my advantage, and completed 
her ruin. 

Within a few months she perceived that she was 
with child ; a circumstance that she communicated 
to me with expressions of the most piercing distress ; 
but instead of consenting to marry her^ to which she 
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ha4 often urged me with all the little arts of persua- 
sion that she could practise, I made light of the 
affair, chid her for being so much alarmea at so tri- 
vial an accident, and proposed a medicine which I 
told her would effectually prevent the discovery of 
our intercourse, by destroying the effect of it before 
tt could appear. At this proposition she fainted, and 
^hen she recovered, opposed it with terror and regret, 
with tears, trembling and intreaty : but I continued 
inflexible, and at length either removed or over-ruled 
her scruples, by the same arguments that had first 
•educed her to guilt. 

The 4ong vacation was now commenced, and my 
clerkship was just expired : I therefore proposed to 
my cousin that we should all make a visit to my 
father, hoping that the fatigue of the journey would 
favour my purpose, by increasing the effect of the 
medicine, and accounting for an indisposition which 
it might be supposed to cause. 

The plan being thus concerted, and my cousin's- 
concurrence being obtained, it was immediately put 
in execution. I applied to my old friend the club 
surgeon, to whom I made no secret of such affairs, 
and he immediately furnished me with medicaments, 
which he assured me would answer my purpose ; but 
either by a mistake in the preparation, or in the quan- 
tity, they produced a disorder, which, soon after the 
dear injured unhappy girl arrived at her journey's end, 
terminated in her death. 

My confusion and remorse at this* event are not 
to be expressed, but confusion and remorse were 
suddenly turned into astonishment and terror ; for 
she was scarce dead before I was taken into custody, 
upon suspicion of murder. Her father had deposed, 
that just before she died, she desired to speak to him 
in private ; and that then, taking his hand, and in* 
treating liis forgiveness, she told him that she w^v 
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with child by me, and that I had poiiBobed her, nndef 
pretence of preserving her reputation. 

Whether she made this declaration, or only con- 
fessed the truth, and her father to revenge the injury 
had forged the rest, cannot now be known ; but the 
coroner having been summoned, the body viewed,' 
and found to have been pregnant, with many marks 
of a violent and uncommon disorder, a verdict of 
wilful murder was brought in against me, and I was 
committed to the county gaol. 

As the judges were then upon the circuit I was 
within less than a fortnight convicted and condemn-' 
ed by the zeal of the jury, whose passions had been 
so greatly inflamed by the enorrtiity of the crime' 
with which I had been charged, that they were rather 
willing that I should suffer being innocent, than that 
I should escape being guilty ; but it appearing to the 
judge in the course of the trial that murder m^s not 
intended, he reprieved me before he left the town. 
* I might now have redeemed the time, and, awaken* 
ed to a sense of my folly and my guilt, might have 
made some reparation to mankind for the injury 
which I had done to society ; and endeavoured to 
re-kindle some spark of hope in my own breast, by 
repentance and devotion. But alas ! in the first 
transports of my mind, upon so sudden and unex- 
pected a calamity, the fear of death yielded to the 
fear of infamy, and I swallowed poison : the excess 
of my desperation hindered its immediate effect ; for, 
as I took too much, great part of it was thrown 
up, and only such a quantity remained behind, as was 
sufficient to insure my destruction, and yet leave me 
time to contemplate the horrors of the gulph into 
which I am sinking. 

In this deplorable situation I have been visited by 
the surgeon who was the immediate instrument of , 
py misfortune^ and the philosopher who directed my 
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studies : but these are friends who only rouse me to 
keener sensibility^ and inflict upon me more exquisite 
torment. They reproach me with folly, and upbraid 
me with cowardice ; they tell me tooy that the fear 
of death has made me regret the errors of supersti- 
tion ; but what would I now give for those erroneous 
hopes, and that credulous simplicity, which, tho' I 
have been taught to despise them, would sustain me 
in tne tremendous hour that approaches, and avert from 
my last agony the horrors of despair ! 

I have mdeed a visitor of another kind, the good 
old man who first taught me to frame a prayer, and 
first animated me with the hope of heaven ; but he 
can only lament with me that this hope will not re- 
turn, and that I can pray with confidence no more : 
he cannot by a sudden miracle re-establish the princi- 
ples which I haVe subverted. My mind is all doubt» 
and terror, and confusion ; I know nothing but that 
I have rendered ineflfectual the clemency of my judge, 
that the wproach of death is swift and inevitable^ 
and that eidier the shades of everlasting night, or the 
gleams of unquenchable fire are at hand. My soul 
in Tain shrinks backward : I ctow giddy with the 
thought : the next moinent is distraction ! Farewell.. 

OPSINOUS. 
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Inventum medicina meum est " ' ■ ■ O VID4 

Me'd*cine is mine. DRYD£N. 

As no man more abhors the maxim, which affirms 
the lawfulness of doing evil to produce good, than 
myself, I shall spare no falsehood, because it has 
been rendered subservient to political purposes, nor 
concur in the deception of mankind, though for the 
service of the state. 

When the public liberty has been thought in so 
much danger, as to make it necessary to expose life 
in its defence, we have been told that life is the infe-^ 
lior blessing ; that death is more eligible than slavery ; 
and that to hold the contrary opinion, is not only 
absurd, but infamous. ■* 

This, however, whether it is the rant of enthu- 
siasm, or the insinuation of cunning, contradicts 
the voice of reason, and tlie general consent of 
mankind. The far greater part of the human species 
are confessed to live in a state of slavish subjection ; 
and there is scarce any part of the globe where that 
which an Englishman calls liberty, is to be found : 
and yet it does not appear that there is any place in 
which the attachment to life is dissolved, or that 
despotism and tyranny ever provoked suicide to depo- 
pulate their dominions. It may be said, that wretches 
who have never been ^tqq^ suffer patiently because 
they are strangers to enjoyment ; but it must be re* 
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memberedy that our heroes of liberty, whether Bucks 
or Bloodsy or of whatever other denomination, when 
by some creditor of slavish principles they have been 
locked up in a prison, never yet petitioned to be 
hanged. 

But though to every individual, life is of greater va« 
lue than liberty ; yet health and ease are of greater 
value than life : though jollity may sometimes be found 
in the cell of the prisoner, it never enters the cham- 
bers of the sick : over pain and sickness, the sweet- 
ness of music, the sprightliness of humour, and the 
delicacies of luxury have no power. Without health: 
life is misery ; and death, as it removes positive evil, 
is at least a negative good. Among the many advan- 
tages, therefore, which are confessed to be peculiar to 
Great Britain, the highest surely is the number of 
medicines that are dispensed in this metropolis ; medi- 
cines which infallibly remove every disease by which 
^e value of life is annihilated, and death rendered a. 
Uesaing* 

It has been observed by naturalists, that every 
climate produces plants peculiarly adapted to remove 
its peculiar diseases ; and by moralists, that good 
and evil are universally distributed with an equal 
hand : my subject affords a remarkable instance of 
the truth of these observations : for without this ex- 
traordinary interposition of medical power, we should 
not only be the most loathsome, debilitated, and 
diseased of all mortals ; but our country would soon 
become desolate, or, what is yet worse, a province to 
France. 

Of this no doubt will remain, if it be considered^ 
that the medicines, from which we are told almost 
every noble family in the kingdom has received be- 
nefit, are such as invigorate, cleanse, and beatj- 
TIFY ; for if our nobility are impotent, loathsome, 
and UdeouSi in what coaditiqa 9re those who are 
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exposed to the yicissitudes of wet and dry/and cokL 
and heat, which in this climate are sudden and fre- 
quent ? In what condition are those who sweat at 
me furnace, or delve in the mine, who draw in pesti^ 
lential fumes at every breath, and admit an enemy 
to life at every pore ? If a being whose perspicacity 
could discover effects yet slumbering in their caaset» 
would perceive the future peers of this realm corked 
close in a vial, or rolled up in a pill ; or if, while 
yet nK)re distant, they would appear rising in the 
vapour of an alembic, or agitated in the vortex of 
a mortar ; from whence must we expect those who 
should hereafter supply the fleet, the manufiictory, or 
the field ? 

But the good that would flow in a thousand streams 
to the community from these fountains of health, 
and vigour, and beauty, is in some degree intercepted, 
by the envy or folly of persons who have at a great 
expence crowded the city with buildings called hos« 
pitals ; in which those who have been long taught to 
maniple the dead, practise the same horrid arts upoa 
the living ; and where a cancer or a gangrene produce 
the amputation of a limb, though a cure for the can* 
cer might have been purchased in Fleet-Street for a 
shillin;^, and a powder that instantly stops the pro* 
gross of a gangrene, upon Tower-Hill for sixpence. 
In hospitals diseases are not cured, but rendered in* 
curable : and thoughr of this the public has been 
often advertised by M. Robert Ratsey, who gives 
advice to the poor in Billiter-Lane ; yet hospitals 
are still filled, and new donations are made. Mr.. 
Ratsey has indeed himself contributed to this evil ; foi* 
he promises to cure even those who have been thus 
rendered incurable: a resource, therefore, is still 
left, and the vulgar will be encouraged to throw 
themselves into an hospital, in compliance with their 
prejudices, by reflecting that after aU they caa make. 



\ 



V^ 15. ADVENTURElr. ^T 

the experiment which ought to have been their first 
choice. 

I would not be thought to dictate to the legisla** 
ture ; but I think that all persons, especially this 
gentleman, should be prohibited from curing these in- 
curable patients, by act of parliament : though I hope 
that he will, after this notice, restrain the first ardour 
of his benevolence, by reflecting that a conduct which 
may be mercy to one, will be cruelty to many; 
and that in his future advertisements this dangerous 
promise will not be repeated. 

This island has been long famous for diseases 
which are not known in any other part of the world ; 
and my predecessor, the spectator, has taken notice 
of a person, who in his time, among other strange 
maladies, undertook to cure Mong sea-voyages and 
campaigns.' If I cannot acquaint my readers with 
any dew disease that is equally astonishing, I can 
record a method of cure, which, though it was not 
sacoessful, yet deserves to be remembered for &rther 
experiments. 

The minister, the overseer, and the church-warden 
of a parish in Kent, after setting forth the misery of 
a yoong man who was alHicted with a rupture, pro- 
ceed to address the public in the following terms : 
* His friends applied to several gentlemen for a 
cure, but all proved ineffectual, and wore a truss, 
till we sent him to Mr. Woodward at the King's 
Arms, near Half-moon-street, Piccadilly.' 
It appears, therefore, that several gentlemen, in 
the zeal of their compassion, not only appKed for ad- 
vice^ but actually wore a truss for this unfortunate- 
youth : who would, notwithstanding, still have con- 
tinued to languish in great misery, if they had not 
at last sent him to Mr. Woodward. 

After tliis instance of generous compassion and . 
true public spirit, it will be just to remad^ the conduct/ 
VOL. xxux. K 
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of persons who have filled a much more i 
station, who have been appointed guardians 
people, and whose obligation to promote theii 
Bess was therefore more complicated and exten 

I am told that formerly a patent could not 
tained for dispensing these infallible remedie 
less expence than sixty pounds ; and yet thaty ' 
a patent, counterfeits are imposed upon the pnl 
which diseases are rendered more malignai 
death precipitated. I am, however, very unwi 
believe, that the legislature ever refused to permil 
to snatch sickness and decrepitude from the 
without receiving so exorbitant a consideratioa 

At present a patent may be obtained for i 
more reasonable sum ; and it is not worth ^ 
inquire, whether this tax upon health was r 
orbitant, as it is now too light to be felt ; I 
enemies, if they cannot intercept the licence 
good, still labour to render it ineffectual. 

They insinuate, that though a patent is kni 
g^ve a sanction to the medicine, and to be n 
by the vulgar as a certificate of its virtue ; ji 
for the customary fee, a patent may be obta 
dispense poison : for if the nostrum itself is a 
its qualities cannot be otherwise known than 
efifects ; and concerning its effects no inquiry ii 
. Thus it appears that the Jesuits, who fonm 
us 80 much mischief, are still busy in this kin 
for who else could propagate so invidious a n 
for so destructive a purpose ? 

3ut the web of subdety is sometimes so ex 
attenuated, that it is broken by its own weig^ 
if these implacable enemies ot our church an> 
had attempted less, they would have effected 
for who can believe, that those names, which 
always be read with a sense of duty and obi 
ivsre ettr prostituted in public adyerufemei 
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a paultiy soniy to the purposes of wretches who de- 
fraud the poor of their money, aod the sick of their 
life, by dispensing as remedies, drugs that are either 
me£^tual or pernicious, and precluding, till it is too 
latey more effectual assistance ? To beheve this, would 
be as ridiculous as to doubt, whether an attempt was 
made to cure Mr. Woodward's patient, by applying 
trusses to the abdomen of his friends, after it has been 
to often and so publicly asserted, in an adrerti^ment, 
signed by persons of unquestionable veracity ; persons 
who were probably among the number of those by 
whom trusses were worn, and might first think of 
applying to Mr. Woodward, upon perceiving that 
a remedy which was so troublesome to them, produced 
BO apparent effect upon the patient. For my own 
part, I never hear the cavils of sophistry with patience ; 
bat when they are used to bring calamity upon my 
country, m^ indignation knows no bounds. Let us 
unite against the arts as well as the power of our 
enemies, and continue to improve all the advantages 
ittf our constitution and our climate ; and we cannot 
^ul to secure health, vigour and longevity, from which 
the wreath of glory and the treasures of opulence 
(^eriyeali their yalue^ 
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Gratior \gfpulcbro venutu in corport virtus, VIRG^ 

More lovely virtue, in a lovely form. 

I HAVE observed in a former paper, that the relation 
of events is a species of writing which affords more 
general entertainment than any other : and to a£K)rd 
entertainment appears to have been often the prind* 
pal if not the only design of those by whom events 
have been related. 

It must, indeed, be confessed, that when truths 
are to be recorded, little is left to the choice of the 
writer ; a few pages of the book of nature ot of 
PROVIDENCE are before him ; and if he transcribes 
with fidelity, he is not to be blamed, if in this frag- 
ment good and evil do not appear to be always du^ 
tributed as reward and punishment. 

But it is justly expected of the writer of fiction, 
who has unbounded liberty to select, to vary and to 
complicate, that his plan should be complete, that he 
should principally consider the moral tendency of his 
work, and that when he relates events he should 
teach virtue. 

The relation of events becomes a moral lecture, 
when vicious actions produce misery, and vicious 
characters incur contempt; when the combat of 
virtue is rewarded with honour, and her sufFeringi 
terminate in felicity ; but though this method of 
instruction haa been often recommendedi yet I think 
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some of its peculiar advaDtage« have been still over- 
looked, and for that reason not always secured^ 

Facts are easily comprehended by every under- 
standing : and their dependence and influence upon 
each other are discovered by those, who would soon 
be bewildered in a series of logical deductions : they 
iix that volatility which would break away from 
ratiocination ; and the precept becomes more forcible 
and striking as it is connected with example. Pre« 
cept gains only the cold approbation of reason, and 
compels an assent which judgment frequently yields 
with reluctance, even when delay is impossible : but 
by example the passions are roused ; we approve, we 
emulate, and we honour or love ; we detest, we des- 
pise, and we condemn, as fit objects are successively 
held up to the mind : the affections are, as it were, 
drawn out into the field : they learn their exercise in 
a mock fight, and are trained for the ser^'ice of virtue. 

Facts, as they are most perfectly and easily com- 
prehended, and as they are impressed upon the mind 
by the passions, are tenaciously remembered, though 
the terms in which they are delivered are presenuy 
forgotten ; and for this reason the instruction that 
results from facts, is more easily propagated : many 
can repeat a story, who would not have understood ' 
a declamation ; and though the expression will be 
varied as often as it is told, yet the moral which it 
was intended to teach will remain the same. 

But these advantages have not been always se- 
cured by those who have professed * to make a story 
the vehicle of instruction,' and * to surprize levity 
into knowledge by a shew of entertainment ;' for in- 
stead of including instruction in the events themselves, 
they have made use of events only to introduce de* 
ckmation and argument. If the events excite curio- ' 
sity, all the fine reflections which arc said to be 
Ultmpersed) are passed over ; if the events do not 
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excite curiosity^ ihe whole is rejected together, not 
only with ilisgust and disappointment, but indignation, 
as haring allured by a false promise, and engaged in a 
▼ain pursuit* These pieces, if they are read as a task 
by those for whose instruction they are intended, can 
produce none of the effects for which they were 
written ; because the instruction will not be necessarily 
remembered with the facts ; and because the story 
is so far from recommending the moral, that the 
moral is detested as interrupting the story. Nor 
are those who voluntarily read for instruction, less 
disappointed than those who seek only entertam- 
ment ; for he that is eager in the pursuit of know- 
ledge, is disgusted when he is stopped by the inter- 
vention of a trivial incident or a forced compliment, 
when a new personage is introduced, or a lover takes 
occasion to admire the sagacity of a mistress. 

But many writers who have avoided this error, 
and interwoven precept with event, though they in- 
tended a moral lecture, have yet defeated their own 
purpose, by taking from virtue every accidental ex- 
cellence, and decorating vice with the spoils. 

I can think of nothing that could be alleged in 
defence of this perverse distribution of graces and 
defects, but a design to shew that virtue alone is suffi- 
cient to confer honour upon the lowest character, 
and that without it nothing can preserve the highest 
from contempt ; and that those excellencies which 
we can acquire by our own efforts, are of more 
moment th^ those which are the gift of nature: 
but in this design, no writer, of whatever abilities^ 
can succeed. 

It has been often remarked, though not without 
wonder, that almost every man is more jealous of his 
natural than his moral qualities ; and resents with 
more bitterness a satire upon his abilities than his 
praaice : the fact is un(^uestionably true } and perhaps 
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it will no longer appear strange, if it be considered, 
that natural defects are of necessity, and moral of 
choice ; the imputation of folly if it is true, must be 
su^red without hope, but that of immorality may at 
any time be obviated by removing the cause. 

But whatever be the reason, it appears by the 
common consent of mankind, that the want of vir- 
tue does not incur equal contempt with the want of 
parts ; and that many vices are thought to be rather 
honourable than infamous, merely because they imply 
some natural excellence, some superiority which canned 
be acquired by those who want it, but to which those 
who have it believe they can add all that others 
possess, whenever they shall think fit to make the 
attempt. 

Florio, after having learned the Latin and Greek 
languages at Westminster and spent three years at 
the university, made the tour of Europe, and at his 
return obtained a place at court. Florio's ima- 
gination is sprightly, and his judgment strong : he 
is well acquainted with every branch of polite litera- 
ture, and travel has polished the sound scholar into 
the fine gentleman : his person is graceful, and his 
manner polite ; he is remarkable for the elegance of 
his dress ; and he is thought to dance a minuet, and 
understand the small sword, better than any other 
man in the kingdom. Among the ladies Florio hat 
made many conquests ; and has challenged and killed 
in a duel an officer, who upbraided him with the 
breach of a promise of a marriage, confirmed by an 
oath, to a young beauty whom he kept in great splen* 
dour as a mistress ; his conversation is admired by all 
who can relish sterling wit and true humour ; every 
private company brightens when he enters, and every 
public assembly becomes more splendid by his pre- 
sence : Florio 18 also liberal to profusion ; and is aotf 
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therefore, ioooisitive about the merit of thoie upon 
whom he lavishes his bount^r* 

Benevolus has also had a liberal education : he 
learned the languages at Merchant Tajiors, and went 
from thence to the university, where his application 
was greater than Florio's, but the knowledge that be 
acquired was less : as his apprehension u slow, and 
his industry inde&tigable, he remembers more than he 
understands ; he has no taste either for poetry or 
music ; mirth never smiled at a sally of his imagina- 
tion, nor did doubt ever appeal to his judgment : his 
person though it is not deformed, is inelegant ; his 
dress is not slovenly, but aukwardly neat ; and his 
manner is rather formal than rude ; hie is the jest of 
an assembly, and the aversion of ladies ; but be is 
remarkable for the most uniform virtue and unaffected 
piety : he is a faithful friend, and a kind master ; and 
80 compassionate, that he will not suffer even the 
snails that eat his fruit to be destroyed ; he lays out 
annually near half his income in gratuities, not to 
support the idle, but to encourage the industrious ; yet 
there is rather the appearance of parsimony than pro- 
fusion in his temper ; and he is so timorous, that be 
will turn pale at the report of a musket. 

Which of these two characters wouldst thou chuse 
for thy own ? whom dost thou roost honour, and to 
whom' hast thou paid the tribute of involuntary 
praise ? Thy heart has already answered with sponta- 
tieous fidelity in favour of Fibrio. Florio thou hast 
pot considered as * a scoundrel, who by perjury and 
inurder has deserved the pillory and the eibbet ; as a 
wretch who has stooped to the lowest rraud for the 
vilest purpose ; who is continually ensnaring the inno- 
cent and the weak ; who conceals the ruin th^t he 
brings by a lie, and the lie by an oath ; and who 
hiiving once akeady justified a sworn falsehood at the 
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expence of life, is ready again to lie and to kill, with 
the same aggravi ton and in the same cause. 

Neither didst thou view Benevolus, as having 
merited the divine eulogium bestowed upon him < who 
was faithful over a few things ;' as employing life in 
the diffusion of happiness, with the joy of angels, and 
in imitation of God. 

Surely, if it is true that 

* Vice to be hat:d needs but to be seen/ 

POPE. 

she should not be hidden with the ornaments, and 
cLisguised in the apparel, which in the general estima- 
tion belong to viitue. On the contrary, it should be 
the principal labour of moral writers, especially of those 
who would instruct by fiction, the power of which 
18 not less to do evil tlian good, to remove the bias 
which inclines the mind rather to prefer natural than 
moral endowments ; and to represent vice with such 
circumstances of contempt and infamy, that the ideas 
may constantly recur together. And it should be 
always remembered, that the fear of immediate con- 
tempt is frequently stronger than any other motive : 
how many may have, even in their own opinion, in- 
curred the guilt of blasphemy, rather than tlic sneer of 
an infidel, or the ridicule of a club ? and how many 
have rushed not only to tlie brink of the grave but 
of hell, to avoid the scorn, with which the foolish and 
the profligate regard those who have refused a chal« 
lenge ? 

Let it, therefore, be the united effort of genius and 
learning, to deter from guilt by the dread of shame ; 
and let the time past sumce to have saved from con- 
|empt| those yices which contempt only can suppress* 



106 ADVBSSTVMMMm . »*1T« 



'^-'- ^ 
"'.d ^ 




KP 17. TUESDAY, JANUARY 2, 1753. 



"Sce^ulU surdUr leari 



fTocet audi t JIOR. 



>He hears no more 



Than rockS) when winds and waters roar. 



CR£ECH» 



Perhaps iew undertakingt require attention to ^ 
grater variety of circumstances^ or include more com* 
jplicated labour^ than that of a writer who addresses 
the public in a periodical paper, and invites persons of 
every station, capacity, disposition, and qnploymenti 
to spend, in readin? his lucubrations, some of those 
golden moments which they set apart from toil and 
solicitude. 

He who writes to assist the student, of whatever 
dass, has a much easier task and ^eater probiability 
pf success ; for the attention of industry is surely more 
easily fixed than that of idleness : and he who teaches 
any science or art, by which wealth and honour may 
be acquired, is more likely to be heard, than he who 
only solicits a change of amusement, and proposes an 
expeiiment wliich cannot be made without danger of 
idiaeppointment. 

The author who hopes to please the public, or 
to use a more fashionabie phrase, the town, without 
gratifying its vices, should not only be able to exhibit 
lamUiar objects in a new light, to display truths tlv^ 



are not generally known, and break ttp new Teiirt 
in the mines of literature $ he must have skill to se^ 
lect such objects as the town is willing to regard^ 
iuch truths as excite its curiosity, and such knowledge 
as it is solicttofts to acquire. 

But the speculative and recluse are apt to forgift 
that the business and the entertainment of others are 
BOt the same ^th their own ; and are often surpiit- 
edand disappointed to perceiye, that what they com* 
municate with eagerness and expectation of applause^' 
is heard with too much indifference to be understoody 
and wearies those whom it was expected to delight 
and instruct. 

Mr. George Friendly, while he was a student alt 
Oxford, bec^ne possessed of a large estate by the 
death of his elder brother : instead, therefore, ot 
going up to liOndon for preferment, he retired tm 
the family seat in the country ; and as he had acquired 
tlie habit of study and a strong relish for literature, he 
continued to live nearly in the same manner as at 
college ; he kept little company, had no pleasure ifli 
the sports of the field, and, being disappointed in his 
first addresses, would never marry. 

His sister, the wife of a gendeman who farme<l 
his own estate, had one son whose name was Joha^ 
Mr. Friendly directed that John should be put to tt 
repotaUe school in the country, and promised to- 
take care of his fortune. When the iad was aboift 
niiieteen, his uncle declaimed his intention to sendhia 
to the university ; but first desired to see him, that 
he m^t know what proficiency he had made in the 
la&niages. John, therefore set out on a visit to loa 
unde, and was received with great affectiori : he wat 
found to have acquired a reasonable knowledge of 
Liatin and Greek ; and Mr. Friendly fonned a veiy 
favourable opinion of his alnlities, and determined to 
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One evening, therefore, he took him tip into hit 
study, and after directing him to sit down* * Cousu 
John,' said he, * I have some sentiments to commn* 
nicate to you, with which I know you will be pleased} 
for truth, like virtue, is never perceived bat with de- 
light.' John, whose heart did not give a full assent 
to the truth of this proposition, found himself io 
ciicumstances which, by the mere force of habttf 
caused him to draw in a long breath through hil 
peso, and at the same time with a grin of exquisite 
sensibility to scratch his head. <But my obeenra- 
tioQs, cousin,' said his uncle, ^ have a necessary con- 
nection with a purpose that I have formed, and with 
which you chdl also be acquainted. Draw your chair 
a little nearer. The passions, cousin John, as they 
iae naturally productive of all pleasui'e, should by 
leasonablc beings be also rendered subservient to a 
higher purpose. The love of variety which is finmd 
in every bieast, as it produces much pleasure, may 
also produce much knowledge. One of the principal 
advantages that ai e derived from wealth, is a power to 
gratify and improve this passion. The rich are not 
confined by hibour to a particular spot, where the 
same ide^is perpetually recur ; they can fill the mind, 
either by tnivel or by study, vath innumerable imageSf 
of which otheib have no conception. But it must be 
considered, that the j)lea8ure of travelling does not 
arise from the sight of a dirty town, or from lodging 
at an inn ; nor ficm any hedge or cottage that is 
jmsstd on the road ; nor fiom the confused objects 
that are half discovered in the distant prospect ; nor 
from the sei ics of well-built houses in a city, or the 
i^usy multitudes tliat s^\'arm in the streets : but from 
the rapid succcscion of these objects to each other, 
and the number of ideas tliat are thrown in upon the 
mind.' Mr. Friendly here paused for John's reply; 
afid John suddenly recollecting himself, said» < Very; 
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true/ <Bttt how/ laid Mr. Friendly» 'cm this love 
of rariety be directed to the acqiuAition of knowledge?* 
Here John wriggled in hii seat, and again scraiched 
hit head : he was indeed something embarrassed by 
the quesuon : but the old fnentlemaa quickly put him 
OQt of his pain by answering it himself. * Why» by 
a judicious choice of the variety that is to produce 
our entertainment. If the various doublings of a hare 
only^ or the changes of a game at whist, have afforded 
the variety of the day ; whatever has been the plea- 
sux«9 improvement has been wanting. But if the di(^ 
ferent customs, the policy, the trade of nations, the 
fariety of soils, the manner of culture, the dispositioa 
of ittcuviduals, or the rise or fall of a state, have been 
impresied upon the mind ; besides the pleasure of the 
reriewy a power of creating new images is acquired. ' 
Fancy can combine the ideas which memoiy has 
treasured ; and when they have been reviewed and 
nmlated by judgment, some scheme will result, by 
vrmch commerce may be extended, agricxilture im- 
proYcd, immorality restrained, and the prosperity of 
the state secured : of this, cousin John, you was not 
wholly ignorant before.* John acquiesced with a 
bow ; for though he had been a litde bewildered, yet 
he understood by the tone of voice with which his 
uncle concluded the last sentence, that such acquies- 
cence was expected. < Upon this occasion,* conti- 
nued Mr. Fnendly, <I must remark, though it is 
something foreign to my purpose, that variety has by 
some philosophers been considered, as affording not 
only the pleasure and improvement, but even the mea- 
sure of life; for of time in tlie abstract wc have no 
idea, and can conceive it only by the succession of 
ideas to each other ; thus, if we sleep, without dreams^ 
the moment in which we awake, appears immediately 
to succeed that in which wp began to slumber.* 
A thicker ^oom now fell upon John» and 
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ccmntmance lengthened in proportion to his uncle's 
lecture, the end of which he perceived was. now be- 
come more remote ; for thete remarks with respect 
to John, were not impressed With the signature of 
truth, nor did they teflea any idea of his dwn ; they 
were tiot 

** Something vtfbote truth convitic^I at sijjSht Ire find,- 
** That gives us back the image of 9ur mimL" 

F01?li*S Essay, m CHL 

» • 

with respect to John, therefore they had no charac- 
teristic of wit ; and if they contained knowledge, it 
Was knowledge Which John had no wish to acquire : 
the old genrnffiaO, however, proceeded thus with 
great deliberation • . ^ . . 

< But though curiosity -shoiild be principally di- 
rected to useful piirposes, yet it should not afwayft^ 
be repressed or diverted, when the use is not imme- 
diate or apparent : for he who firtt pefceived tKe 
magnetic attractidft, and applied it to various experi- 
ments, probably intended nothing more than amuse* 
metit ; and whtn tlie polarity of the needle was dii- 
covcried, it ,W^ not in the pursuit of any project to 
facilitate navigation. I am, therefore, now about to 
gratify your curiosity, cousin, with a view of London, 
atld all the variety that it contains.'. Here John'i 
. countenance bri^tcned, he rouzed himself on his seat, 
and looked <?ager with attention. 

* As you hove,' continued his uncle, / applied with 
great diligence to your grrammar learning ; I doubt 
not but you have aho read many of our best English 
authors, especially our immortal Shakspeare ; and I 
am willing that, before you enter upon a course of 
academic study, you should see the theatre.! John 
vJ^as going to express his joy, when his uncle in- 
creasSi it, by putting into his hand a Bank note of 
iSOf pounds. < This,' said he, * under the directioa 
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of 4 gei^leman^ to whom I 9^3]! i^cornxnend you, 
will nndsh you vith proper ^parel^ bear your ex- 
pence* for a couple of moatkis, and gratify you with 
all the entertainments of tbe town.' 

John . could now besur some part in the conversa- 
tion : he was much obliged to his uncle, and hoped 
he should live to make nim amends, * for,' says he» 
* pne of our ushers, who was just returned from Lon^ 
dbn before I left school, has made me long to see it : 
he says, there is a man there who dances upon a 
wire no big;ger than a packthread; and that there 
is a collection of all the strange creatures in the 

Johui who had uttered this with a broad, grin, and 
/faq>ressed his delight from head to foot, was some- 
H/hat disconcerted when his uncle told him coolly, 
that though he would not have him leave London 
without seeing every thing in it that might justly raise 
curio^ty; yet he hoped his notice was not princi- 
pally attracted by objects which could convey no in- 
' itnfction, in^Hre no noble sentiment, nor move one 
;iiender passion. *1 mentioned,' says he,. < Shaks- 
jpeare, that mighty genius, whose 8enument,{:an never 
be exhausted, and in whom' new beauties are disco- 
rered at every view. That you may derive yet 
greater delight and advantage from the representation 
of his pieces, I will read you some historical and 
critical notes that I have been making during twenty 
years, after having r^ad the first edition of his works, 
and every conunentator that has either illustrated or 
obscured his meaning.' The old gentlemen than tak- 
ing out and wiping his spectacles, opened his bureau 
and produced die manuscript. * t am now,' said he, 
* about to confer a favour upon you, which I do not 
yet intend for any other ; for as I shall continually 
enlarge this work, it will not be printed till I am 
dead.' He then began to read, and John sat very 
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•iknty regaKng himaelf widi the anticipation of h» 
own fmervy the dexterity of the wire^ancery and the 
Tariety ol die savages that he was to Tisit in London. 
The old gentleman, who imagined that he was heU 
motionless with attention, wonder, and delig^ pro- 
ceeded Ion? in his lecture withoot once adverting to 
John for his explicit etdodum : but at the end of a 
favourite passage, which closed with a distich of his 
own poetry, he ventured to steal his eyes from the 
paper, and dancing them upon John, perceived that he 
was fast asleep with his mouth open and the Bank 
note in his hand. 

Friendly, after having gazed upon him a few mo- 
ments with the utmost astonishment and indimationt 
snatched away tlie note : and having roused him with 
a denunciation of resentment that touched those pas« 
•ions which Shakspeare could not touch, he thrust 
him out of the room and shut the door upon him : 
he then locked up his manuscript ; and, after having 
walked many times backward and forward with grrest 
haste, he looked at his watch, and perceiving it to 
be near one in the morning, retired to bed with at 
Httle propensity to sleep as he had now kft to his 
sephew« 
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Duplex liMli tht est ; fU9d ritum movtt^ 
• Et fttod frudiHtimtam cMsUh monet, PR£DRUS« 

A twofold gift in this my volume lies ; 

it makes you merry, and it makes you wise. 

Among the fictions which have been intended fer 
moral puiposes, I think those which are distin- 
guished by the name of Fables deserve a particular 
consideration. 

A story or tale, in which many different charac- 
ters are conducted through a great variety of events, 
may include such a nurnber and diversity of pre- 
e«)t8, as, taken together, form almost a complete 
nue of life : as these events mutually depend upon 
' each other, they will be retained in a series ; and» 
therefore, the remembrance of one precept will almost 
necessarily produce the remembranqe of another, and 
.the whole moral, as it is called, howie^er compli- 
' cated, will be recollected without labour and without 
' confusion. 

In this particular, therefore, the story seems to 
have ^ advantage of the fab}e, .>vhich is j:onfined 
.to .some single incident : for though a nuinl?^.r ^f 
.distinct &bl^ onay include all the topics of moral 
instruction, caution, and advice, which- are coii* 
^iined in ^^tory, y^ cach.n^ust b^ Jcememhered. by 
> . di$tift(?t e^ort s^ ihe igind ; ,^d,tljey .wi^ not .rgb 

i S 
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cur m t lerieti because Aey have no connection with 
eich other* 

The mdnory of them may, hoverer, be more 
frequently revived by those incidents in life to which 
they correspond $ and they willy therefbre, more 
readily present themselves, when the lessons which 
thev teach should be practised. 

Many, perhaps the greater number of those fables 
which have been transmitted to us as some of the 
most valuaUe remains of the simplicity and wisdooi 
of antiquity, were spoken upon a particular occasion $ 
and then the occasion itscli was an index to the in- 
tent of the speaker, and fixed the moral of the fable : 
•o when, the Samians were about to put to death 

• man who had abused a public trust, and plundered 
the commonwealth, the counsel of .£sop could not 
be overlooked or mistaken, when he told them, that 

* a Fox would not suffer a swarm of flies^ which 
had almost satiated themselves by sucking his blood, 
to be driven away ; because a new swarm might then 
come, and their hunger drain him of all tl^ blood 
that remained.' 

Those which are intended for general use, and to 
general use it is perhaps easy to accommodate the rest, 
are of two kinds : one is addressed tO' the under- 
standing, and the other to the passions. 

Of the perceptive kind is that of the * Old Man, 
whQ, to teach his sons the advanu^ of unanimity, 
first directed them to break a number of rods that 
were bound up together: and when they found it 
impossible, bade them divide the bundle, and break 
the rods separately, which they easily effected.' In 
this fable no passion is excited ; the address is to the 
understanding, and the understanding is inunediately 
convinced. 

That of the Old Hound bdongs to the other 
chss* When the toothless Tctertn had seized :thfL 
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stagy and was not able to hold hiniy he deprecate^ the 
resentment of his master, who had raised his aim 
for the blow, by crying out, * Ah ! do not punish 
the impotence of age ! strike me not, because my 
will to please thee has survived my power! If 
thou art offended with what I am, remember what I 
have been, and forgive me.' Pity is here forcibly 
excited ; and injurious resentment may be repressecl, 
when an instance not equally strong recalls this to 
the mind. 

Fables of the perceptive kind should ahrays in< 
elude the precept m the event, and the event should 
be related with such circumstances as render the 
precept sufficiently evident. As the incident should 
be simple, the inference should be in the highest 
degree natural and obvious. 

Those that produce their effect upon the passions, 
should excite them strongly, and always connect them 
with their proper objects. 

I do not remember to have seen any collection, 
in which these rules have been sufficiently observ- 
ed ; in far the greater number there is a deficiency 
of circumstance, though there is a redundancy of 
language; there is, therefore, something to be 
adoed, and something to be taken away. Besides 
that, the peculiar advantages of this method of iii- 
stnictioa are given up, by referring the precept to 
a long discourse, of which the ^le is no more 
than the text, and with which it has so little con- 
nection, that the incident may be perfectly remem- 
bered, and the laboured inference totally forgotten. 
A boy, who is but six years old, will remember a 
fiiUe after having once heard it, and relate it la 
words of his own ; but it would be the toil of t 
day to eet the terms in which he heard it by heart ; 
and, inSecdf he who attempts tp supply any defi- 
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ciency in a fable, by tacking a dissertation to thdeod 
of ity appears to me to act just as wisely, as if, in- 
stead of clothing a man whom he found naked, he 
should place a load upon his shoulders. 

When the moral efiect of fable had been thus 
brought to depend, not upon things, but i^n 

• words ; the arrangement of these words into verse, 
was thought to be a happy expedient to assist the 
memory; for in verse words must be remembered 
in a regular series, or the measure and cadence 

. will not be preseiTed : the measure and cadence, 
therefore, discover any confusion or defect* not to 
the understanding, but to the ear ; and shew how 
the confusion may be regulated, and the defect 
supplied. The addition of rhyme was another advan- 
tage of the same kind ; and this advantage was greater, 
as the rhime was more frequently repeated. But 
if the fable is perfect in its kind, this expedient is 
unnecessary; and much less labour is required to 
include an evident precept in an incident, than to 
measure the syllables in which it is related, and place 
two words of a similar sound at the end of every 
couplet. Besides, in all verse, however familiar 
and easy, the words are necessarily thrown out of 
the order in which they are commonly used ; and, 
therefore, tliough tliey will be more easily recollected, 
tlie sense which they contain will not be equally per- 
spicuous. 

I would not, however, be thought to deny, that 

. verse is at least an ornament to this species of writing ; 

. nor to extend my censure to those short stories, whicfi, 
tliough tliey are called fables, are written upon a 
more extensive plan, and are intended for more iiQ- 
pTOved understandings* 

But as fables hare been tpld by some in v«i3V, 

.that they might be more easily remcipbered ; tbcj 
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here been related by others in a baitMrous jargon of 
hackneyed phrasea, that they might be more easily 
imderttood. 

It has been observed of children, that they arb 
longer before they can pronounce perfect sonndsy be- 
cause perfect sounds are not pronounced to them ; 
and that they repeat the gibberish of the nurse, be^ 
cause nothing better has been proposed to them for 
imitation ; and how should the school4)oy write 
English in grammatical purity, when all that he reads» 
exce^ a foreign langua^ and a literal translation^ 
is written with all the hcence of extempore expres- 
sion, without propriety of idiom, or regularity of com- 
bination, and abounds with absurdities that haste only 
can excuse in a speaker ? 

The fables of iEsop, for so they are all called, 
are often first exhilxtea to youth, as examples of the 
manner in which their native language is written ; 
they should therefore, be pure in the highest degree, 
though not pompous : and it is surely an afiiront to 
understanding to suppose, that any language would 
become more intelligible by being rendered less per- 
fect* 

But the fables that are addressed to the pas- 
sions, besides the imperfections which they share 
in common with those that are addressed to the 
understanding, have others peculiar to themselves ; 
•oqietinies the passion is not moved with sufficient 
force, and sometimes it is not connected with a fit 
clject. 

When the Fox decoys the poor Goat into a well, 
in Older to leap out from his horns, and leaves 
1^ to perish with a witty remark, that <if his 
wisdom had been proportioned to his beard, he 
would not have been so easily overreached,^ the 
goat is not so much the object of pity as contempt ; 
but of contempt, guileless simplidty, caught in the 
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anare of cunoing, cannot surely be deemed a proper 
object. In the fox there appears a superiority which 
not only preserves him from scorn , but even firoQi 
indignation : and indeed the general character of 
Reynanl is by no means fit for imitation $ though hf 
is frequently the hero of the fable, and his conduct 
affords the precept for which it was written. 

But though I have made a general division of 
fable into two kinds^ there is yet a thirds whicha a» 
it is addressed both to the understanding and 
the passions, is consequently more forcible and 
perfect. 

Of this number is that of the Sick Kitei who re- 
quested of his mother to petition the Gods for hii 
recovery, but was answered, < Alas i to which of tb& 
Gods can I sacrifice ? for which of their altars hast 
thou not robbed I* The precept that is here incul- 
.catedy is early, piety; and the passion that is ex- 
cited, is terror ; the object of which is the despair 
of him who perceives himself to be dying, and has 
reaf on to fear, that his very prayer is ao abomina- 
tion. 

There are others, which, though they are addressed 
to the understanding, do yet excite a passion which 
condemns the precept. 

When the melodious complaint of the Nightingde 
had directed a hungry Hawk to the thorn on wmch 
she sui)g, and he had seized her with his talons, 
she appealed from his hunger to his mercy : ' I am,' 
said she, * little else than voice ; and if you devour 
me, there will be no proportion between my loss 
and your gain ; your hunger will be rather irritated 
t)ian appeased by so sniall a morsel, but all my 
powers of enjoyment will cease for ever ; attack, 
therefore, some larger bird.' — ^Here the Hawk in- 
terrupted her : < He was not disposed,' he said, f tp 
controvert what sht^ had advanced ; Imt he. was toP 
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"Wise to suffer himself to be persuaded by any argument, 
to qtBt a certsuD for a contingent good.' 

who that reads this fable does not pity the 
Ni^tingale, and in his heart condemn the Hawk, 
vrhose cruel prudence affords the lesson ? 

Instruction, in the strong language of Eastern 
Tfletaphor, is called, < a light to our paths.' The 
fdbles of Pagan mythologists may, tnerefore, be 
considered as a cluster of stars of the first magnitude, 
which, thou^ they shine witli a distinct influence, 
ifiay be taken as one constellation : but, like stars, 
thgr only break the obscurity of night ; they do not 
difnxse round us the splendors of day : it is by the 
sun of righteousness alone, that we discover com- 
|jletely our duty and our interest, and behold that pat- 
tern of Divine Perfection which the Christian aspires 
to imitate, by < forgiving injuries, and returning good 
for evil.' 

By many of the fables which are still retained in 
our collections, 'TtlV«ngfr k UtiCGWBgtd as a prin- 
ciple, and inculcated as a practice. • The Hare 
tiiun^pifs in the destruction ot the Sparrow v;^o had 
insulted him, and the Thunny, in his last agonies, 
rejoices at the death o£ the Dolphin, whose pursuit 
had driven him upon a rock.' These, if they will 
not ttimit of another turn, should without question 
be omitted ; for the mischievous effect of the feble 
will be remcmbef^ afs an e^tattiple that justifies 
the violence of sudden resentment, and cannot be 
prevebted by a laboured comment, which is never 
i%ad but as a task, and therefore immediately for- 
gotten. 

•' I think many others ntay be greatly imprOv^ ; 
dte practice or virtue may be urged from higher 
liibtitA, the sentiments may be elevited, and the 
jjfrireiepfa •& general fehdefed mtitie striking and com- 
prehensive. 

6 
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I shall conclude Uiis paper with the 6fale of the 
Dog and Shadow ; which, at it is conunonly told# 
censures no quality but gp:eedines89 and only illustrates 
the trite proverby < All covet, all lose.' 

* A. dogy who was crossing a rivulet with a piece of 
flesh in his mouth, perceived his shadow in the 
water, which he mistook for another dog with an*, 
other piece of flesh. To this he knew ne had no 
right ; and yet he could not forbear catching at it } 
but instead of getting a new prize, he dro]^>ed that 
which he possessed mto the water. He saw the. 
smooth sur&ce break into many waves, and the dog 
whom he had attempted to injure disappear : he per- 
ceived at once, his loss, his foUy and hu bxdt^ and 
in the anguish of regret cried out, ^ How rigmeous 
and how wise are the God^ ! since whatever seduces 
to evil, though but a shadow, becomes the instrumeitt. 
•fpunishment.'* 
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The monstrous tale, incredi^ous I hate. 

The repeated encomiums on the performances of the 
Animal Comedians, exhibited at Mrs. Midnight's 
Oratory, induced me the other evening to be pr»- 
sent at her entertainment. I was astonished at the 
sagacity of the monkies \ and was no less amazed 
at the activity of the other quadrupeds ;— I should 
have rather said, from a Tiew of their extraordinarj 
eleratioitff bipeds* 



H^ 19. AOVKNTUREII. 1^ 

It is t peculisur happiness to met as aii Adveaturery 
that I sally forth in an age^ which emulates those 
heroic times of old, when nothing was pleasing but 
what ivas unnatural. Thousands haTe gaped at a 
wire-dancer daring to do what no one else would at« 
tempt ; and thousands still gape at greater extrava- 
gancies in pantomime entertainments. Every street 
teems with mcredibilities : and if the great mob have, 
their little theatre in the Hay-market, the small vul- 
gar can boast their cheaper diversions in two enor- 
mous bears, that jauntily trip it to the li^t tune of a 
Caledonian jig. 

The amazmg docility of these heavy animals made 
me at first imagine, that they had been placed under 
the tuition of certain artists, who by their advertise- 
ments profess to instruct * Grown Gentlemen in the 
modem way of footing ;' but I have been since in- 
formed, that the method of teaching them this 
modem way of footing was, by placing red-hot iron 
plates alternately under each hind leg, and in quicker 
or slower succession as the variations of the tune re- 
quired. 

. That the intellectual faculties of brutes may be 
exerted beyond the narrow limits which we have 
hitherto proudly assigned to their capacities, I saw a. 
sufficient proof m Mrs. Midnight's dogs and monkies* 
Man differs less from beasts in general, than these 
teem to approach to man in rationality. But while I 
applaud their exalted genius, I am in pain for the rest 
of their kindred, both of the Canine and Cercopithe- 
can species. The price of monkies has been consi- 
derably raised since the appearance of Signior Bal- 
lard's Cavaliers : and I hear, that this inimitable pre- 
ceptor gives lectures to the monkies of persons of 
quality at their own houses. Lady Bridget has de^ 
stroyed three sets of china in teaching her Pug to 
hand about the cups, and sip tea with the air of B^as 
roL. xxiu. M 
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Blossom ; and Miss Fanny has been labouring inces- 
santly to qualify her dear pretty creature to niake one 
at the brag-table. 

But as these animals are of foreign extraction, I 
must confess my concern is yet greater for my fellow- 
natives. English liberty should be universal as the 
■un ; and I am jealous even for the prerogative of our 
dogs. Lady Bri^t's lap-dog, that used to repose on 
downy cushions, or the softer bosom of its mistress^ 
is now worried every hour with beggin? on its dimi- 
nutive hind4eg8, and endeavouring to leap over fan- 
' sticks : Captain Storm's little greyhound is made to 
ape the fierce fellows of the cockade m a red coat 
and a sword : whilst Mrs. Fanciful's Chloe is swathed 
up in a long sack, and sinking beneath the weight of 
an enormous hoop. Every boardfng-house Tx>mp 
and wanton school-boy is employed in perverting the 
end of the canine creation ; and I wish the preva- 
lence of Mrs. Midnight's example may not extend 
so far, that hounds shall be no longer broke to the 
field-service, but instructed only to climb up ladders, 
and troul wheelbarrows. 

After what has been said, I shall make no apology 
for printing the following letter, as it was eleganUy 
done into English at Stockholm, and transmitted to 
me by the publisher of the Swede-lante Magazine, 
an ingenious gentleman, who has done me the honour 
of inserting several of my lucubrations in his most 
comprehensive monthly undertaking. 

< TO MR. ■ » THE GRAND ADVENTORSR IK 

BRITAIN. 

« Most Learned Sir, Shekb6lm,z% Dee, 1751. 

* My worthy good friend Isaac Gilderstcin, book* 

merchant, having engaged to further this to your 

excellency, I most humbly request that you would 

fttake known to yonr polite, fi:c 5cc &c. nation, that 
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I intend- ihortly to come over, and to etitertain you 
in SL new and m06t inimitable manner. 

< SeeinflT that the Chien Savant, and other most 
amazing kamed animals, have met with so gracious 
a recepuon in your grand city ; I propose to exhibit 
unto your good nation a concert of vocal and instru- 
mental musicy to be performed by animals only ; and 
afterwards to entertain you with several grand feats 
o£ activity ; sm also with the balance and the dance. 

* My performers of instrumental music, great Sir, 
will consist of a select number of Italian cats, for the 
violin, violincelio, and bass-viol ; a German ass for 
the kettle-drum ; and a complete set of Spanish hogs 
of difierent age and tone of voice for the organ con- 
certos. 

< But my vast labour was to procure harmoniout 
voices, and to confine them to proper time and mea« 
sure. I have taught some of your English mastiffs 
to bark in bass, and some Gmnea-pigs to squeak ia 
treble 4 my Cats also join in the vocal parts. I 
contiived divers means of deaths for Swans; but 
though the ancients are so full of praises on their 
expiring melody, I could not get a single note from 
them^ tetter than the squall of a goose. However, 
I shall have a most charming grand chorus of fro^ 
fix)m the Fens of Holland : the words, profound Sir, 
you too well know, Aristophanes has furnished to my 
hand in Greek — B^nuxiitfl ico»| M»i — ^which a Iiey- 
den Professor translated for roe, Brekekekex koax 
koax. Besides these, I shall present you witli a duet 
in recitativo, between a Parrot and a Magpye. 

* My entertainments of dancing, and the like, will 
consist of a company of Norway rats, who are to 
move in a coranto, while my Cats fiddle to them. A 
fox will dance a minuet with a Goose ; and a Grey- 
hound the rigadoon with a Hare. I have trained 
up an Elephant who will perform several tricks ia 

M 2 
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what yoa do call the aleight of hand ; he will tnmhk 
with a castle on hb back, and shew several balances 
upon the slack-rope with his tmnk. Many other sur- 
prising feats will my Animals perform* too tedious te 
mention in this address ; and, therefore^ great Adveo- 
tnrer» I shall trouble your tired patience with the 
mentioning of one only. I have instructed the tamest 
of my Cats to open her jaws at the word of coamiand» 
into which I put a bit of toasted cheese*, and the 
least of my Mice jumps in and nibUes the bait: at 
that instant my Cat closes her mouth upon him : after 
which, to the great astonishment oT all beholders, my 
Cat opens her jaws again, and the mouse leaps out 
alive upon the stage ; and then they both present the 
good company with a jig. 

* As I am determined my whole theatre shall con* 
dst of only Animal performers, I nrast acquaint yoa 
likewise, that I am teaching two Squirrels to sweep 
the stage with their tails : and, if it be allowed me to 
call in assistance fh>m fishes, I shall not despair of 
being able, though it will require much time and 
practice, to make a Lobster snuff the candles with 
his claw. 

* Other particulars, roost worthy Sir, I shall beg 
leave to defer, till I have die extreme honour S 
kissing your hands in England, and am, 

< Most revered and respectable patron, 

With the profoundest humiliation. 
Your devoted slave and servant, 

A. GUST.\VUS CoOTlENIlUYSCIISf* 



JtP 80. ADVssTxmau 125 



N» 20. SATURDAY, JANUARY 13, 1753. 



^td vltUniitu amre tyratim* JUV. 

Rough truth soon irritates a tyrant's ear. 

Bt which of the Indian sages of antiquity the follow- 
ing story was written, or whether the people of the 
£ast have any remote tradition upon which it is 
founded, is not known: but it was probably related 
in the first person, to give it an air of greater dignity, 
aad render its influence more powerral : nor would 
it, pcrhiq^, appear altogether incredible, to people 
among whom the Metempsychosis is an article of 
£uth, and the visible agency of Superior Beings ad- 
mitted without scruple. 

Amurath, Sultan of the East, the judge of na- 
tions, the disciple of adversity, records the wonders of 
his life : let those who presumptuously question the 
ways of Providence, blush in silence and be wise ; 
let the proud be humble and obtain honour ; and let 
the sensual reform and be happy. 

The Angel of death closed die eyes of the Sultan 
Abradin my father, and his empire descended H> me 
in the eighteenth year of my age. At (irst my mind 
was awed to humility, and softened with grief ; I was 
insensible to the splendor of dominion, I heard the 
addresses of flattery with disgust, and received the 
homage of dependent greatness vdth indifference. I 
had uways regarded my father not only with love 
hut reverence ; and I was now perpetually r^fioUectii^ 

M 3 
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instances of his tenderness, and reriewing the solemo 
scene, in which he recommended me to heares in 
imperfect language, and grasped ray hand in the 
agonies of death. 

One evening, after having concealed mjrself all 
day in his chamber, I visited his grave : I prostrated 
myself on his tomb : sorrow overflowed my eyes, and 
devotion kindled in my bosom. I felt myself sudden- 
ly smitten on the shoulder as with a rod ; and looking 
up, I perceived a man whose eyes were piercing as 
light, and his beard whiter than snow. < I am,' said 
he, < the Genius Syndarac, the friend of thy father 
Abradin, who was the fear of his enemies, and the 
desire of his people ; whose smile difiused gladness 
like the lustre ot the morning, and whose frown was 
dreadful as the gathering of a tempest : retim thy- 
self to my influence, and thou shalt be like him.' I 
bowed myself to the earth in token of gratitude and 
obedience, and he put a rins on the middle finger 
of my left hand, in which l perceived a ruby m a 
deep colour and uncommon brightness. < This ring/ 
said he, * shall mark out to thee the boundaries of 
good and evil ; that, without weighing remote con- 
sequences, thou may'st know the nature and tendency 
of everv action. Be attentive, therefore, to the silent 
admonition ; and when the circle of gold shall by a 
sudden contraction press thy finger, and the ruby 
shall ^ow pale, desist immediately from what thoa 
shalt be doing, and mark down that action in thy 
memory as a transgression of the rule of right : keep 
my gift as a pledge of happiness and honour, and 
take it not ofr for a moment.' I received the ring 
with a sense of obligation which I strove to express, 
and an astonishment that compelled me to be silent. 
The Genius perceived my confusion, and turning 
from me with a smile of complacency inunediately dis- 
i^ypeared. 
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Daring the first moon I wai so caadous and cir* 
cnmtpecty that the pleasure of reflecting that my ring 
had not once indicated a faulty was lessened by a 
doubt of its virtue. I applied m3r8elf to public busi- 
ness ; my melancholy decreased as my mind was 
d i verte d to other objects ; and lest the youth of my 
eourt should think that recreation was too long sus- 
pendedy I appointed to hunt tlie lion. But though I 
went oat to the sport rather to grratify others than 
Ittyseify yet my usual ardour returned in the field; I 
grew warm m the pursuit, I continued the chase, 
which was unsucccssnil, too Jong, and returned fati- 
gued and disappointed. 

As I entered the Seraglio, I was met by a little 
dog that had been my father's, who expressed his 
joy at my return by jumping round me, and endea- 
vouring to reach my hand ; but as I was not disposed 
to receive his caresses, I struck him in the fretful ness 
of my displeasure so severe a blow with my foot» 
that it left him scarce power to crawl away and hide 
himself under a sopha m a comer of the apartments 
At this moment I felt the ring press my finger, and 
looking upon the ruby, I perceived the glow of its 
cclour abated. 

I was at first struck with surprise and regret ; but 
sm prise and regret quickly gave way to disdain. 
* Snail not the Sultan Amurath,' said I, * to whom 
a thousand kings pay tribute^ and in whose hand is 
the life of nations, shall not Amurath strike a dog 
that oflfends him, without being reproached for having 
transgressed the rule of right ?' My ring again press- 
ed my finger, and the ruby became more pale : imme* 
diately the palace shook with a burst of thunder, and 
the genius Syndarac again stood before me. 

< Amurath,' said he, * thou hast offended against 
thy brother of the dust ; a being who, like thee, has 
received from the almighty a capacity of pleasure 
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and pain ; pleasure which caprice if not allowed to 
suspend, and pain which justice only has a right to 
inflict* If thou ait justified by power, in affictin^r 
inferior beings ; I should be justified in aifiicting thee: 
but my power yet spares thee, because it is directed 
by the laws ot sovereign goodness, and because thoa 
mayest yet be reclaimed oy admonition* But yield 
not to the impulse of quick resentment, nor indulge 
in cruelty the frowardness of disgust, lest by the laws 
of goodness I be compelled to afflict thee; for he 
that scorns reproof, must be reformed by punishment, 
or lost for ever.' 

At the presence of Syndarac I was troubled, and 
his words covered me with confusion : I fell pros- 
trate at his feet, and heard him pronounce with a 
milder accent, * Expect not henceforth that I shodd 
answer the demands of arrogance, or gratify the secu- 
rity of speculation : confide in my fiiendshipy and 
trust implicitly to thy ring.' 

As the chace had produced so much infelicity, I 
did not repeat it ; bat invited my nobles to a ban- 

?uet, and entertained them with dancing and music, 
had giveu leave that all ceremonv should be sus- 
pended, and that the company should treat me not as 
a. sovereign but an equal, because the conversation 
would otherwise be encumbered or restrained ; and I 
encouraged others to pleasantry, by indulging the lux- 
uriancy of my own imagination. ]3ut though I affect* 
ed to throw off* the trappings of royalty, I had not 
sufficient magnanimity to despise them. I enjoyed 
the voluntary deference which was paid me, and was 
secretly offended at Alibeg my Visier, who endeavour- 
ed to prevail upon the assembly to enjoy the liberty 
that had been given them, and was himself an example 
of the conduct that he recommended. I singled out 
as the subject of my raillery, the man who alone de- 
aeryed my approbation : he believed my condescension 



Hi^ 9tk ADVK^TUMOU 129 

to be nncere, and imagined that he was tecuring my 
faTOOTy by that behaviour which had incurred my dis- 
pleasure ; he was, therefore, grrieved and confounded 
to perceive that I laboured to render him ridiculous 
aod contemptible : I enjoyed his pain, and was elated 
at my succesa ; but my attention was suddenly called 
to my rine, and I perceived the ruby change colour. 
I desisted for a moment ; but some of my courtiers 
having discovered and seconded my intention, I fek 
my vanity and my resentment gratified : I endeavoured 
to wash away the remembrance of my ring with 
wioe; my satire became more bitter, and Alibeg 
discovered yet g^reater distress. My ring again re« 
proached me ; but I still persevered : the Visier was 
at length roused to his defence ; probably he had 
discovered and despised my weakness; his replies 
were so poignant, that I became outrageous, and 
descended from raillery to invective: at length, dis- 
guising the angmsh of his mind with a smile, * Amu- 
rath,' said he, < if the Sultan should know, that after 
having invited your friends to festivity and merriment^ 
you had assumed his authority and insulted those 
who were not aware that you disdained to be treated 
with the femiliarity of friendship, you would certainly 
fidl under his displeasure.' The severity of this sar- 
casm, which was extorted by long provocation from 
a man warmed with wine, stung me with intolerable 
rage : I started up, and spuming him from the table 
was about to draw my poignard : when my attention 
was again called to my ring, and I perceived with 
tome decree of regret, that the ruby had faded almost 
to a perfect white. 

But instead of resolving to be more watchfiil 
sigainst whatever might bnng me under this sUent 
reproof, I comforted myself, that the Genius woi(ld 
no more alarm me with his presence. The irre^a^ 
lities of my conduce increased almost imperpqitibljt 
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and the intixnationfl of my ring became proportioa- 
ably more frequent though less forcible, till at last 
they were so familiar, that I scarce remarked when 
they were given and when they were suspended. 

It was soon discovered that I was pleased with 
servility ; servilityi therefore, was practised, and I. 
rewarded it sometimes with a pensbn and sometimes 
with a place. Thus the government of my kingdani 
was Ictt to petty tyrants, who oppressed the jpeople 
to enrich themselves. In the mean time I filled my 
Seraglio with women, among whom I abandoned my- 
self to sensuality, without enjoying the pure delight 
of that love which arises from esteem. But I had 
not yet stainod my hands with blood, nor dared to 
ridicule the laws which I nezlected to fiilfiL 

}4y i^sentment against Alibcg, however imjiistf 
was mflexible and terminated in the most perfect 
hatred : I degraded him from his ofEce ; but I stiU 
kept him agBburt, that I might embitter his life by- 
perpetual ijnignities, and practise against him new 
schemes off malevolence. 

Sdima^llthe daughter of this prince, had been in- 
tended by my father for my wife ; and the marriage 
had been delayed only by his deadi ; but the pleasure 
and the dignity that Alibeg would derive from this 
alliance, had now changed my purpose. Yet such 
was the beauty of Selima, that I gazed with desire ; 
and such was her wit, that I listened with deliffht. 
I therefore resolved, that I would if possible secSioe 
her to voluntaiy prostitution ; and that when her 
beauty should yield to the charm of variety, I would 
dismiss her with marks of disgrace. But in this at* 
tempt I could not succeed ; my solicitations were 
rejected, sometimes with tears and sometimes with 
reproach. I became every day more wretched by 
seeking to bring calamity upon others ; I considered 
my disappointment as the triumph of a slave, whom 
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I wished but did not dare to destroy ; and I re- 
garded his daughter as the instrument of my disho- 
nour. Thus the tenderness, which before had often 
shaken my purpose, was weakened ; my desire of 
beauty became as selfish and as sordid an appetite as 
my desire of food ; and as I had no hope of obtaining 
the complete gratification of my lust, and my revenge, 
I determined to enjoy Selima by force, as the only 
expedient to alleviate my torment. 

She resided by my command in an apartment of 
the Seraglio, and I entered her chamber at midnight 
by a private door of which I had a key ; but with 
inexpressible vexation I found it empty. To be thus 
disappointed in my last attempt, at the very moment 
ID wnich I thought I had insured success, distracted 
me with rage ; and instead of Returning to ray cham- 
ber, and conceding my design, I called Tpr her women. 
They ran in pale and trembling : I demanded the 
lady; they gazed at me astonished and terrified, and 
then looking upon each other stood silent : I repeated 
rtiy demand with fury and execration, and to enforce 
it called aloud for the ministers of death: -they (ihen 
fen prostrate at my feet, and declared with one voice 
that they knew not where she was ; that they had 
Idft her, when diey were dismissed for the ni^t. 
sitHng on a so& pensive and alone ; and that no per- 
son had since to their knowledge passed in or out of 
her apartment. 



138 fBVBSFnmm. s^ Sll. 



If 21. TUESDAY, JANUARY 1«, 1753. 



St genus bumauum et mortalia iemmiis mrma ; 

At tperaU Dfi imemores fandi atqtu lufmndU VIRG^ 

Of mortal Juttice if thou srorn the rod— > 
and tremble, thou art judg'd of Go»s 



In this account^ however incredible, they penbted 
without variation ; and having filled the palace with 
alarm and confusion, I was obliged to retire without 
gaining any intelligence by what means I had been 
bafHed, or on whom to turn my resentment. • I re> 
viewed the transactions of the ni^t with ang^sh and 
regret,- and bewildered myself among the innumerable 
possibilities that might have produced my disappoint* 
ment. I remembered that the windows of Seuma's 
apartment were open, and I imagined that she might 
that way have escaped into the gardens of the Seraguo* 
But why should she escape who had never been coib^ ' 
fined ^ If she had designed to depart, she might 
have departed by day. Had she an assignation \ and 
did she intend to return, without being known to 
have been absent ? This supposition increased my 
torment ; because, if it was true, Selima had granted 
to my slave, that which she had refused to me. 
But as all these conjectures were uncertain, I deter- 
mined to make her absence a pretence to destroy her 
father. 

In the morning I gave orders that he should be 
9eized| and brought before me ; but while I was yet 
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speakiogy he eftteredy atid prostrating, himselfy thus, 
inddpated my accusation : * May the 8ultan Amu- 
mth, in whose wrath the adgel of death goes fbrth^ 
rejoice for ever in the smile of Heaven ! Let the 
wretched Alibeg perish ; but let my lord remember 
Seliina with mercy : let him dismiss the slave in 
whom he ceases to delight.' I heard no more^ but 
tried out» * Darest thou to mock me with a request^ 
to dismiss the daughter whom thou hast stolen ! 
thou whose life, that has been so often forfeited, I 
have yet spared ! Restore her within one hour, or af> 
fronted mercy shall give thee up*' * O !' said he^ 
* let not the mighty sovereien of the East sport with 
the misery of the weak : if thou hast doomed us to 
deathyletus die together.' 

Though I was now convin^ that Alibee believed 
1 had confined Selima, and decreed her death, yet 
I resolved to persist in requiring her at his hands i 
md therefore dismissed him with a repetition of my 
conamandy to produce her within an hour upon pain 
fxf death. 

My ring, which, during this series of events, had 
given perpetual intimations of guilt, which were ak 
Ways disregarded, now pressed my finger so forcibly; 
that it gave me mat pain, and compelled my no- 
tice. I immediatdy retired, and gave way to the 
discontent that swelled my bosom. * How wretch* 
ed a slave is Araurath to an invisiUe tyrant ! a be^ 
ing, whose malevolence or envy has restrained me 
in the exercise of my authonty as a prince, and 
whose cunninfiT has contrived perpetually to insult 
me by intimatmg that every action of my life is a 
crime ! How long shall I groan under this intoler- 
■Ue oppression ! Thia accursed ring is the badge' 
and tbie ingtrument of my subjection and my disho^^ 
nour: he who gave it, is now, perhaps,. in somere^ 
mote region of the air ; perhaps, he rolls some ]^la» 
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net in its orbit, agitates the southern ocean with a 
xempest or shakes some distant region with an earth- 
.quaLe ; but wherever he is, he has surely a more 
important employ than to watch my conduct. Per- 
haps he has contrived this Talisman^ only to re- 
strain me from the enjoyment of some good, which 
he wishes to withhold. I feci that my desires are 
.controuled ; and to gratify these desires is to be 
happy.' As I pronounced these words I drew off 
the ring, and threw it to th^ ground with disdain 
and indignation : immediately the air grew dark ; a 
cloud burst in thnnder over my head, and the eye of 
Syndarac was upon me. I stood before him motion- 
less and silent ; horror thrilled in my veins, and my 
hair stood upright. I had neither power to depre- 
cate his anger, nor to confess my ftults. In bis 
countenance there was a calm severity ; and I heard 
him pronounce these words : , * Thou hast now, as 
^ as it is in thy own power, thrown off humanity, 
and degraded thy being: thy form, therefore, shall 
no longer conceal thy nature, nor thy example ren- 
der thy vices contagious.' H(£ then touched me 
with his rod ;• and while t;he sound of his voice yet 
vibrated in my ears, I found ipyself in the midst of 
a desert, not .in th^ fbrni .qf a man, b^t of .a monster, 
with the fore parts .of n^boify like a wolf, and the 
hinder parts -like a fQax^ . I w^s still conscious to 
every event of my .life,- and mv inteUectual powers 
were continued,' tboi^h my ps^ssions were irritated to 
frenzy. I- now rolled in the sa^d in an ago^y not to 
be described ; and now hastily traversed the desartf 
knpelled only by the vain desire of flying from myselL 
I now bellowed with rage, and now howled m despair; 
this moment I breathed exefsrations against the Genius, 
and the next reproached, piy^ for Immg %&ifi^ 
friendship. 
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By this violent agitation of mind and body, the 
powers of both were soon exhausted : I crawled into 
a den which I perceived near me, and immediately 
sunk down in a state of insensibility. I slept, but- 
aloep instead ofprolonging, put an end to this inter- 
val of quiet. The Genius still terrified me with his 
presence; I heard his sentence repeated, and felt 
again all the horrors of my transformation. When I 
awaked, I was not refreshed : calamity, thou^ it is 
compelled to admit slumber, can yet exclude rest. But 
I was now roused by hunger ; tor hunger, like sleep, 
is irresistible. 

I went out in search of prey ; and if I felt any al« 
leviation of misery, beside the hope of satisfying- 
my appetite, it was in the thought of tearing ta 
pieces whatever I should meet, and inilictincr some 
part of the evil which I endared ; for though 'I re* 
gretted my pimishment, I did not repent of my 
crimes: and as I imagined Syndarac would now 
neither mitigate nor encrease my sufferings, I waa- 
not restrained, either by hope or fear, from indulging 
my disposition to cruelty and revenge. But while I 
was thus meditating the destruction of others, I 
trembled lest by some stronger savage I should be de^ 
f troyed myself. 

In the midst of this variety of torment, I heard 
the cry of dogs, the trampling of horses, and the 
shouts ef the hunters ; and such is the love of life, 
however wretched, that my heart sunk within me at 
the sound. To hide myself was impossible, and I was- 
too much enfeebled eitiier to fly or resist. I stood 
•tiU till they came up. At first they gazed at me 
with wonder, and doubted whether they should ad-* 
vance : but at length a slave threw a net over me«' 
and I was dragged to the city. 

I now entered the metropolis of my empire« 
amidst the noise and tumult of a rabUei who tho 

N 2 
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day before would have hid themscifes at my pre- 
icnce. I heard the totind of muatc at a dittance: 
the henddfl approached, and Alibec^ was proclaimed 
in my stead. I waa now deserted by the multitudei 
whose curiosity was diverted by the pomp of the 
procession ; and was conducted to the place where 
other savaees are kept, which custom has considered 
as part of me regalia. 

My keeper was a Mack slave whom I did not re- 
member ever to have seen, And in whom it would 
indeed have been a Bital presumption to have stood 
before me. After he had g^iven me food^ and the 
vigour of nature was restored, he discovered in me 
such tokens of ferocity, that he su£Ssred me to tui' 
many hours before I was again fed. I waa so en- 
raged at this delay, that», forgetting my dependence, 
I roared horribly when he again approached me; 
so that he found it necessary to add mows to hunger, 
that he might gain such an ascendancy over me, as was 
suitable to his office. By this slave, therefore, I was 
alternately beaten and ranished, till the fierceness of 
my disposition being suppressed by fear and languor, 
a milder temper insensibly stole upon me ; and a de 
meanour that was beg^un by constraint, was continued 
by habit. 

I was now treated with less severity, and strove 
to express something like gratitude, that might en« 
courage my keeper to yet greater kindness. His 
vanity was flattered by my sulmiission : and, to shew 
as well his courage as the success of his discipline, he 
ventured sometimes to caress me in the presence of 
those whose curiosity brought them to see me. A 
kind of friendship thus imperceptibly grew between 
lis, and I felt some degree of the afiection that J had 
feigned. It happened that a tiger, which had been 
lately taken, broke one day into my den, while my 
kcq^er was giving me my proviyioAi and lefqpinS 
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upon himt would instantly have torn him to pieces, if 
I had not seized the savage by the throat, and dragged 
hira to the ground: the slave presently dispatched 
Jum with his dagger, and turned about to caress his 
deliverer : but starting suddenly backward, he stood 
motionless with astonishment, perceiving that I was 
so longer a monster but a dog. 

I was myself conscious of the diange which had 
again passed upon me, and leaping out of my den, 
escaped from my confinement. This transformation 
•I considered as the reward of my fidelity, and was, 
-perhaps, never more happy than in the first mo- 
ments of my escape ; for I reflected, tliat as a do? 
my liberty was not only restored, but insured; i 
•was no longer suspected of qualities which render* 
ed me unfit for society ; I had some faint resenv- 
Uance of human virtue, which is not found in oth^r 
animals, and therefore hoped to be more generally 
caressed. But it was not lonj^ before this joy sub- 
sided in the remembrance of that dignity from 
which I had ^len, and from which I was still at an 
immeasurable' distance. Yet I lifted up my heart 
in gratitude to the Power, who had once more 
brought me within the circle of nature. As a brute 
1 was more thankful for a mitigation of punishment, 
than as a king I had been for offers of the highest 
happiness and honour. And who, that is not taught 
by affliction, can justly estimate the bounties of 
Heaven ? 

As soon as the first tumult of mind was past, I 
. felt an irresistible indinatioQ once more to visit the 
apartments of my Seraglio. I placed myself behind 
an Emir whom I knew to have been the friend of 
Alibeg* and was permitted to follow him into the 
presence. The persons and the place, the retrospec- 
tion of my life which they produced, and the com- 
{NuisoQ of what I was with what I had been, almost 

N 8 
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overwhelmed me. I went unobserred into the 
garden* and lay down under the shade of an almond- 
tree, that I might indulge those reflexions, which, 
though they oppressed me with melancholy, I did 
not wish to lose. 

I had not been long in this place, before a little 
dog, which I knew to be the same that I spumed 
from me when he caressed me at my return fiom 
hunting, came and fawned at my feet. My heait 
now smote me, and I said to myself, * Dost thou 
know me under thia disguise ? Is thy fidelity to thy 
lord unshaken ? Cut off as I am firom the converse 
of mankind, hast thou pressed for me an afleetion^ 
xnrhich I once so lightly esteemed, and requited with 
evil ? This forgeSiilness of injury, and this steady 
friendship, are they less than human, or are they 
more?* I was not prevented by these reflections 
from returning the caresses that I received! and 
Alibeg, who just then entered the garden, took 
notice of me, and ordered that I should not be turn* 
ed out. 

In the Seraglio I soon learned, that a body, which 
was thought to be mine, was found dead in the 
chamber ; and that Alib^ had been chosen to sue* 
eced me, by the unanimous voice of the people: 
but I gained no intelligence of Selima, whose apart^ 
ment I found in the possession of another, and for 
whom I had searched every part of the palace in 
vain. I became restless ; every place was irksome ; 
a desire to wander prevailed ; and one evening I 
went out at the garden gate, and travelling till mid- 
night, I lay down at the foot of a sycamore-cree, and 
slept. 

In the morning I beheld, with surprize, a wall of 
marble that seenoed to reach to heaven, and gatef 
that were sculptured with every emblem of deught. 
Over the gate was inscribed m letters of |pld» 
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* Within thit wall liberty is unbounded, and felicitT 
complete : Nature is not oppressed by the tyranny o^ 
re^giODy nor is pleasure awed by the frown of yirtue* 
The gate is obedient to thy wish, whosoever thou 
art ; enter therefore, and be nappy.' 

When I read this inscription, my bosom throbbed 
with tumultuous expectation : Irat my desire to enter 
was repressed by the reflection, that I had lost the 
Ibrm, in which alone I could grratify the appetites of a 
man. Desire and curiosity were not withstanding pre- 
dominant : the door immediately opened inward ; I 
cnteredy and it closed after me. 
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Hit native fonn at length by fiite rettor*d» 

But my ears were now stunned with the disso* 
nance ci riot, and my eye sickened at the contor- 
tions of misery : disease was risible in every coun** 
tenance, however otherwise impressed with the cha- 
racter of rage, of drunkenness, or of lust. Rape and 
murder, revelling and strife, filled every ^(reet and 
crery dwelling- 

As my retreat was cut ofl^ I went fbrward with 
timidity and circumspection; for I imagined, that 
I could no otherwire escape injury, than by eluding 
the notice of wretches^ whose prqpensity to ill <waa 
restrained by no law, and I perceived too late, tl^t to 
panish vice is to promote happiness. 
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It-wu now eveniogy and that I n^it fan the 

night in grtater security^ I quitted the puuic way» 
and perceiving a house th^tt was indrcled by s 
mote, I swam orer to it, and chose on obscure 
corner of the area for m^ asylum. I heard from 
within the sound of dancing and music: but after 
% short intervali was alarmed with the menaces of 
rage, the shrieks of terror, and the wailings of dis- 
tress* The window of the banqueting room flew 
open, and some venison was thrown out» which fell 
just at my feet. As I had eaten nothing since my 
departure from the Seraglio, I regarded this as a foi^ 
innate accident; and after the pleasure of an un- 
expected repast, I again lay down in expectation of 
the morning, >vith hope and fear^ but in a short 
time, many persons rushed from the house with 
lights, and seemed solicitous to gather up the 
Unison which had been thrown out ; but not bebg 
able to find it, and at the same time perceiving 
me, they judged that I liad devoured it. 1 was im- 
mediately seized and led into the house : but as I 
could not discover that I was the object either of 
malignity or kindness, I was in doubt what would 
be the issue of the event. It was not long before 
this -doubt was . resolved ; for I soon learned from 
the discourse of those about me, tliat I was sus- 
pected to have eaten poison, which had been in- 
tended for another, and was secured, tliat the eflect 
might either remove or conGim the suspicion. As 
it was not expected that the poison would imme- 
diately operate, I was locked up in a room by myself, 
where* I reflected upon the cause and the event of ray 
confmementy with mexpreksible anguish, anxiety, end 

terror. 

In this gloomy interval, a sudden light shone 
round me ; and I found myself once more in the 
presence of the Genius. I crawled towafds him 
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trembling and confounded, but not utterly without 
hope* * Yet a few momenu/ said he, ^ and the 
Angel of Death shall teach thee, that the wants of 
nature cannot be supplied with safety, where the inor- 
dinate appetites o£ vice are not restrained. Thy hun« 
gerrequu^food ; but the lust and revenge of others 
have given thee poison/ My blood grew chill as he 
^ke : I diACorered and abhorred my folly : but 
while I wished M> express my contrition, I fell down 
in an agony : my eyes failed me, I shivered, was con- 
ndsedf and expired. 

That spark of immaterial fire which no violence 
can quench, rose up from the dust which had thui 
been restored to the earth, and now animated the 
form of a dove. On this new state of existence ' 
I entered with inexpressible delight ; I imagined 
lliat my wings were not only a pledge of safety, 
but of the favour of Syndarac, whom I was now 
more than ever solicitous to please. . I flew imme- 
diately from the window, and turning towards the 
wall through which I had entered, I endeavoured 
to rise above it, that I might quit for ever a place in 
vbich guilt and wretchedness were complicated in 
every object, and which I now detested as much as 
before I had desired. But over this region a sul- 

finreout vapour hovered like a thick cloud, which 
had no sooner entered than I fell down panting 
for breath, and had scarce strength to keep niy 
wings sufficientlv extended to break my M. It 
was now midniglit, and I alighted near the mouth 
of a cave, in which I thought there appeared some 
faint glimmerings of light. Into this place I en- 
tered without much apprehension; as it seemed 
lather to be the retreat pf penitence, than the re- 
cess of luxury ; but lest the noise of my wings 
should discover me to any hatefid or mischievous. 
inhabitant oi* this gloqmy solitud?, I enter^ in si« 
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lence and upon my feet. As I went forward the 
caye grew wider : and by the light of a lamp which 
was suspended from the roof, I discovered a hennit 
listening to a young lady, who seemed to be greatly' 
affected with the events which she was relating. &■ 
the hermit I had no knowledge ; but the lady I dis- 
cerned to be Selima. I was struck with amaze- 
ment at this discovery; I remembered with the* 
deepest contrition my attempts upon her Tirtue, and 
I now secretly rejoiced that she had rendered them 
ineffectual. I watched her lips with the utmost 
impatience of curiosity, and she continued her nar- 
rative. 

* I was sitting on a sofa ont evening after I had 
been caressed by Amurath, and my imaginatkm 
kindled as I mused. Why, said I aloud, should I 
give up the delights of love with the splendow of 
royalty ? Since the presumption of my fether haf 
prevented my marriage, why should I not accept 
the blessings that are still offered ! Why is desn« 
retrained by the dread of shame? and why is the 
pride of viitue offended by the softness of nature ^ 
Immediately, a thick cloud surrounded me ; I felt 
myself lifted up and conveyed through the air with' 
incredible rapidity. I descended, the cloud dissi- 
pated, and 1 found myself sitting in an alcove, by. 
the side of a canal that encircled a stately edifice 
and a spacious garden. I saw many persons past 
along; but discovered in all somcthmg either dis- 
solute or wretched, something that alarmed my 
fears, or excited my pity. I suddenly perceived 
many men with their swords drawn, contending for 
a woman, who was forced along irresistiUy by the 
crowd, which moved direcdy towards the place in 
which I was sitting. I was terrified, and looked 
round me with eagerness, to see where I could rs 
treat for safety. A person richly dressed percemd. 
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my difitretSy and iovited me into the house v^ch 
the canal surrounded* Of this invitation I hastily 
accepted with gratitude and joy : hut I soon re- 
aiarked several incidents which filled me with new 
ferokjuty and apprehension* I was welcomed to 
a placet in which in&my and honour were equally 
unJuDOwn; where ewtrv wish was indulcped without 
thjC violation of any law, and where the will was 
.therefore determined only by appetite. I was pre- 
■ently surrounded by women, whose behaviour co- 
vered me ivith blushes ; and though I rejected thr 
caresses of the person into whose power I was de- 
livered, yet they became jealous of the distinction 
with which he treated me : my expostulations were 
not'heardy and my tears were treated vfith merri- 
jaent: preparations were made for revelling and 
jollity ; I was invited to join the dance, and . upon 
guy refiisal v^as entertained with music. In this 
ilreadfid situation, I sighed thus to myself: How 
aevere is that justice, which transports those wlio 
form Mcentious. wishes, to a society in which they 
ve indulged without restraint ! Who shall deUver 
pie from the effects of my own folly ? who shall 
ddfepd 9ie against the vices of others ? At this 
moment I was thys encouraged by the voice of 
tome invisible being, <The friends of Virtue are 
< mighty ; reject not their protection, and thou act 
* safe.'. As I renounced the presumptuous wish 
which had once polluted my mind, I exulted in 
this intimation with an. assurance <^ relief; and 
iKhen su]^r was set before me, I suffered the 
princ^wl lady to serve me with some venison ; but 
the friendly .voice having warned me that it \vas 
poisonedy I fell back in my^eat and turned paic-s 
the lady inquired eamestly what had disordered 
me ; but instead of. making a reply, I threw the 
MWMi.frpfli the ^indawt aad •d^;laKd th^t aht 
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had imended tny deaths The matter 6f thetiAle, 
Vfho perceiTed tne lady to whom I spoke change 
counteflancey was at once convinced, that the hsA 
indeed attem{»ted to poison me, to preaerre that 
interest tirhich as a rival she fibred I shodd sub- 
tert. He rose up in rage, and cOftinianded the 
▼enison to be produced; a dog that was snppoaed 
to have eaten tt was hrotight in: but before the 
event could be known, the tomult was become ge- 
Iteraly and my rival, after having suddenly stabbed 
her patron, plunged the same poignard m herowft 
bosom* 

< In the midst of this confusion I founfd means to 
escape, and wandered throvgh the city ill searek of 
tome obscure recess, where, if I received not the 
assistance which I hoped, death at kast might sew 
cure my person from violation, and dose my evei 
on those scenes, which, wherever I turned, filled 
me not only ivith disgust but with horror. By that 
Benevolent Power, who, as a preservative from 
misery, has placed id us a secret and irresistible 
disapprobation of vice, my feet have been direct* 
ed to thee, whose virtue has participated in my 
distress, and whose wisdom may enect my ddi- 
verance.' 

I gazed upon Selima, while I thus learned the »" 
dour of that affection which I had abused, widi 
sentiments that can never be conceived but when 
they are felt. I was touched with the most bitter 
remorse, for having produced one wish that could 
stain so amiable a mind ; and abhorred nmelf for 
having used the power which I derived from her 
tenderness, to effect her destruction. My fondness 
was not less ardent, but it was more chaste and 
tender ; desire was not extinguished, but it was 
almost absorbed in esteem. I felt a passion, to 
which, till Bow» I had been a itnmger : and tht 



nuMvent jLoi e ^v^s kiodl^ in my hrcAsty I mumed 
the ibigai prqper fo the naiiure in which alone it can 
fubust» and Selima beheld Amur^ ax her feet. At 
my sudden and unexpected appear<ince, the colour 
&ded from her cheeks, the poweris of life were sus* 
pendedy and she sunk into my arms. I clasped her to 
my •breast, and^ looking tOM^rards the hermit for hia 
assistancey t beheld in his stead tlie friendly Genius, 
who had taught me happiness by affliction. At the 
same instant Selima recovered. < Arise/ said Syn- 
darac^ * and look round/ We looked round ; the 
da^uiess was suddenly dissipated, and we perceived 
ourselves in the road to Golconda, and the spires of 
the city sparkled before us. / Go/ said he, * Amu- 
rath, henceforth the husband of Selima, and the fa- 
ther tjf thy people I I have revealed thy story to 
Alibeg in a vision ; he expects thy return, and the 
chariots are come out to meet thee. Go, and I will 
proclaim before thee, Amurath the Sultan of the £ast» 
the judge of nations, the taught of heaven ; Amu- 
rath, whose ring is equal to the ring of Solomon, re^ 
turns to reign with wisdom, and difiuse felicity.' I 
now lifted up my eyes, and beheld the chariots com* 
Ing forward. We were received by Alibeg with sen* 
timents which could not be uttered, and by the people 
with the loudest acclamations ; Syndarac proclaimed 
our return, in thunder that was heard through all the 
nations of my empire ; and has prolonged my reign ia 
prosperity and peace. 

For tho world I have written, and by the world let 
what I write be remembered : for to none who hear 
of the ring of Amurath, shall its influence be want- 
ing. Of this, is not thy heart a witness, thou whose 
eye drinks instruction from my pen ? liast thou not 
a Monitor who reproaches thee in secret, when \hf 
foot deviates from the path of virtue i Neglect not 
VOL. xxm* . Q 
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the first whispers of this friend to thy soul ; it is the 
iroice of a greater than SyndaraCy to resist whose is' 
flueoce is to invite destruction. 
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P^'-Viva paUat vtluti descriftt^ tahcila 

yU HOR- 

In books the Various scenes of life he drew« 
As votive tablets give the Wreck to view. 

Among the many Pocket Companions, New Memo- 
randum Books, Gentlemen and Tradesmen's Daily 
Assistants, and other productions of the like nature^ 
calculated for the use of those who mix in the bustle 
of the world, I cannot but applaud those polite and 
elegant inventions. The Ladies' Memorandum Books^ 
as these seem chiefly adapted to the more important 
businesses of pleasure and amusement, I shall not take 
upon me to determine which is the most preferable ; 
each of them being, if you believe the solemn asseve* 
rations of their proprietors, * the best and most com- 
plete of its kind that has hitherto been published.' 

The utility of these little books, with respect to the 
fair sex, is on the first view apparent 5 as they are di*' 
vided for each day of the week into distinct columns, 
allotted to the several branches of engagements, eX- 
pences, and occasional Memorandums. These, in- 
deed, comprehend every thing that can either attract 
their regard, or take up their time : I shall therefore 
point out some particular advantages that will arise 
from a right use and regulation of them. 

With regard to Engagements, it is very well 
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knowny what embarrassments, jealousiety utA qaaiv 
rels» haye arisen from an erroneous management in 
that most essential part of female transactions, the 
paying and receiving of visits. It has hitherto beeQ 
usual to trust entirely in this point to the care of 
an illiterate footman, or heedless porter, who is to 
take account of all the raps at the door, and to enter 
the names of the several visitants in a regular journal. 
Hence it frequently happen^, that the bond of amity 
is dissolved, and perpetual variance created between 
families, by the mistake or forgetfulness of a servant* 
Lady Fonnal and Mrs. Prim were once the most ind- 
icate females living : they curtsied to one another re* 
gularly at church and the playhouse, talked together 
wherever they met, and left their names once a month 
^temately at e^ch otherV hovise for several ye&rs ; till 
it happened that X.ady Fonqai'^ Swiss forgot to set 
down Mrs. Prim's last visit to ifer ladyship ; which 
occasions them now to stare at one another like perfect 
ftrangers, while each considers the other as guilty of 
jjiat most atrocious crime, the owing a visit. A card 
was sent two months beforehand to invite Mrs* Gad- 
about to a rout ; but by the negligence of the maid it 
finfortunately miscarried, before the date of it was 
posted in the day4xK)k, and consequently she was pre* 
▼ented from going. The affront was unpardonable ; 
her absence rendered- one whist^table useless ; the 
neglect was tpld every where ; and the innocent Mrs, 
Gadabout wonders at the reason why she is so sel* 
dom invited as a party in card-assemblies. These la- 
mentable mistakes are, therefore, effectually guarded 
against by the use of the Memorandum Booj^, i|vhicH 
« puts it in every lady's power to keep a more exact re- 
gister of all her Engagements, and to state the balance 
of visits fairly between debtor and creditor. 

And as there is certainly no virtue more amiable^ 
or of greater emolument, than female ceconomy, to 

2 
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trhich nothing contributes more t^aft a jokt know* 
¥tdge of expences, the Memorandum book has alio 
ttrisely provided for this ; itt tirhichy tmder the ar- 
ticle of Expences, the lady may set down the par- 
ticular sums laid out in masquerade tfckets, subscrip- 
tion concerts^ wax>light8 fer routs, druraS) or hurri* 
canesy birth-day suits, chair-hire, and the l&e ; sh^ 
may also know the true balance between her win- 
nings, and losings, and make a due registry of her 
debts of honour. For want of this ifoethoid many 
widows of distinction have imperceptibly run' out 
the whole income of their jointures' in a few months^ 
and been forced to retire the rest of the yeat faitift 
Country lodgings ; and many marriM ladxS haft 
been constrained to petition the brutes theit hds^ 
kinds for the advance of a quarter's pin-mon<c^ to 
iatisfy the impoiHtmate dunnings ofsmftedy honoor- 
able gamester. 

The blank allotted for Otcafisionaf Memoranduttii 
may be filled op from time tO time H^xh th* lie of th* 
day, topics of scandal, names and abodes of milling 
descriptions of new fashions, and a hundred other cir- 
cumstances of equal importance. This will greatly 
relieve the memory, and furnish anf inexhaustibfe 
store of matter for polite Conversation. 

There is another very pleasing advantage arising 
from the use of these iJooks,' as we are mrormed bv 
one of the compilers, who acquamts us, that * n 
preserved, they will enable any lady to tell what 
business she 'has transacted, and what compairf 
[she has] been in, every day, during any period of 
her life.* How enchantingj how rapturous, must 
Such a review prove to those who make a figure it 
the polite world ! to live over their days again ! to 
recal the transporting ideas of masquerades, plays^ 
^ncertSi cards, and dress! to reme lost eqoy- 
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tnentt, and in imaginj^on to tread orer again the de< 
lightful round of past pleasures ! 

I was led to the consideration of this subject by 
a visit I the other day made a polite lady, whom 
I found eamesdy employed in writing. I would 
have^ withdrawn immediately; but she told me she 
was only entering some particulars in her memo- 
randum book, which would soon be finished, and 
(lesired me to take a chair. I expressed some cu- 
riosity to know her method ; upon which she very 
frankly put the book into my hand, bidding me 
peruse it ; ^ for/ says she, « I do nothin? that I 
need be ashamed of.' As she was soon after called 
out of the room, I took the opportunity of trans- 
scribing her first week's account, which I shall faith- 
fully present to my fair readers, as a farther illustra- 
tion ot the use of Uiese book^, and, if they please, as a 
pattern for their practice. 



ENGAGEMENTS. 

January. 

1. Monday. To call 
at Deard's in the morn- 
ing. To dine with my 
husbapd's uncle, the city 
inerchant. 



. 2. Tuesday. In the 
pioming with the Miss 
Flareits, to drive to the 
jilk mercer's, &c. At 
sight to go to the GeniL 
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OCCASIONAL MEMO- 
RANDUMS. 

City politeness intole- 
rable ! Crammed with 
mince - pies, and fa- 
tigued with compHmenta 
oi the season ; Flay at 
Pope Joan for pence ; O 
tlie creatures ! 

A beautiful new 
French brocade at Sil- 
ver-tongue's on Ludgat^ 
hill. ' Mem. To teaze 
my husband to buy me 
a suit of it. Engaged 
the stage-box for Woo(U 
ward's night* 



IS6 
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January. 

|cct Mademoiselle 
Toure to try on 
French head. In 
cveniilgto pay fdrty-difce 
iiAts. 



my 



4. Thttrtday. Myotm 
4ay. At hdme. To kve 
i cmim major and ^eh- 
teen card tabled; 



B. Friday. To go td 
the auction with Lady 
Nicknack. To dine at 
home with a parcel of my 
husband's city rektions* 



* 6. Saturday. Monsieur 
iat Frise all the morning 
to dress my head. At 
night (being Twelfth- 
hi^t) at court. To dance, 
if I can, with the hand- 
mtoR Bob BnUiant. 



Mademdiffettethe ^il- 
\kitr tells me L^y Z'l 
in the 0traw^ atfd Capl- 
f^ X. is Stipposed to k 
the cause of h— Told k 
sis a great secret at Lady 
Fs. the couhtfeS* bfL'K 
Mr*. R's, &c. Sic. Sta 

Mito Shaip id a greater 
ehe^ than ner tnsmihiU 
Company iverit before 
^ve. Stupid cfeatUtt 
Mrs. Dd^tirightl tifetfef 
to have read Hoyle ! 

Lady Niekh^k fitie^ 
taken iri. The wHol^ 
day a blank. Head ach. 
Could hot dress. Went 
to bed horrid sobn ;— 
tefbre one. Hiisband 
drunk. L^ dlone^ niy 
maid ^at by me; 

My left tertijjfe twgiA 
with the curlirig h*orii 
Several fine French 
dresses at court; but 
Lddy Honlebred's, pal- 
Uj English ! Sir Johil 
I)apJ)envit Svhiipefed ftie, 
{hat Miss BldOhi ti^as al:- 
most as ch^rhth^^s'hsiyt 
self. She must paint I 
am certain. 
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ENGAGEMENTS. OCCASIONAL MEMO- 

January. randoms. 

7. Sunday. If I rise Not up till two. Fi- 
soon enough, St. James's nished my letter at six, 
Cfmrch. In the after- and sent John express 
noon to write a defence with it. Bad luck at 
of Hoyle to Miss Petu- night. Never could win 
lant at Bath, who has on Sundays. Miss Sen- 
controverted some of hi^ ous, who h^tes cardsj says 
priiii^iples. Lady Brag's it is a judgnlent, * 
in the evening. 

Among the articles under Expencss I fbttnd the 

following. 
January £. si^ /• 

1. Bought at Deard's, a bgmUe for % 
new year's gift to my little god<k 

child - «550 

9. To Mrs. La Toure in part of her 

biU .... ^ .... 31 10 
To ditto for extraordinary trouble S VZ 
5. Bought at the auction^ a china lap 

dog .^i....;...490 
B, Monnetnr le iFrise, for dressing my 

head^&c 4-0 10 6 

. ?• Lbst at cards^ at Lady Brag'a • 47 5 

I intend in a future paper td take liotite of sdme 
oijier advantages to be drawn from 8tx:h a tis^ of 
these Memorandum Boois> as aborie ttated ; and shall 
at present conclude with desiring my feMak readers to 
safff^ themsrivte immediately, atid tt send nie t^ 
•cooiliit of the ase they toskt of thenu 
A- 
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J^itgm m»ra «r/, juamtum mxa sit m^qut reperptm^ 
Emwmerare* OVO). 

71)e Tarious ills ordain'd to man by fate. 
Where'er he turns, 'tis tedious to relate. 



TO THE ADVENTURER* 
•"it 

You have lately remarked, that the sedentary . and 
recluse, those who have not acquired an extensire 
and ^perimwital knowledge of mankind, are frequent- 
ly warmed with conceptions, wtiich, when communi* 
cated, are received with the most frigid indifference. 
As I have no pretensions to this knowledge, it is 
probable, that the subject of my letter, though it 
pleased me in the fervour of my imagination, may 
yet appear to others trite and unimportant : to youf 
judgment, therefore, I appeal, as the substitute of th« 
pubUc, and leave you to determine both for them, and 
for me. 

I have a small estate in a remote and sequestered 
part of the kingdom, upon which I have constantly 
resided. As m this place I was not seduced to en* 
tertainmenta that «• endangered either my virtue or 
my fortune, I indulged my inclination to books; 
and by reading I could always prevent solitude 
from becoming irksome. My library consisted 
chiefly of books of entertainment, but they were 
the best of their kind ; and, therefore, though I was 
]{nost delighted with dramatic writersi I had noplayt 



hctt Shakspeare'tf. Shakspeare was, indeed, my fa« 
tourite author ; and after my fancy had been busied 
in attenipting to realize the scenes that he drew, I 
sometimes regretted the labour, and sometimes re- 
pined that it was ineffectual. I longed to see them 
ifepresented on a theatre ; and had iormed romantic 
ideas of the force they would derive from proper 
action, habits, and machinery. 

The death <jf a wealthy relation of my wife's, who 
haff made my little boy* his heir, called me this 
winter to London. I set out alone : and as I had 
been used to that reciprocation of affection asnl 
duty, which constitutes the happiness of a: family ; 
as we al! met together ia the evening, after having 
been aepafrated by the different employments of the 
day, with smiles of complacency and good>humoui> 
and matnally rejoiced in the satisfaction which each 
derived from the presence of the other ; I foudd 
iMyself, afiter my first day's journey, in a very fbrlor* 
and comfortless skusftion at an inn. My evening was 
passed among people, with whom I had no tender coii^ 
t^xidti ; and when I went to bed, I reflected, that 
fStiert Was nc/t within itiany miles a single person, wh<^ 
tared whether I should be found living or dead in the 
inomitig. 

The melancholy which this situation, and these rei- 
flections, ho\vever whimsical, brought upon me, in- 
creased as my home became more distant. But th4 
inotnent I entered London, speculation was at ah 
end ; the innumerable objects which rushed upon ra^ 
Senses, left me power only to hear and see. 

When I turned into the inn yard, the first thing 
thatt caught my attention was a large sheet of paperi 
printed m characters that differed not only in size 
but colour, some being red and others black. By 
the perusal of this pompous page, I learned that a 
comedy and a pantomime were to be perfoFmed al 
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the theatre in the erening. It was now two o'clock ; 
and I resolved to atone for the want of enjojrments 
which I had left behind me, by securing what I had 
been used to think the highest intellectual entertain- 
ment which art could furnish : the play was not in- 
deed a tragedy, nor Shakspeare's ; but if it was not 
excellent, it was new to me, and therefore equally 
excited my curiosity. As soon as I had taken pos- 
session ot a room, and safely deposited my port- 
manteau, I communicated my purpose to my host, 
who told me I could not have a better opportunity ; 
for that both the play and entertainment were thought 
by the best judges to be very fine, and the principal 
paits were to be performed by the most celebrated 
actors of the age* My imagination was fired with 
this account; and being told that the house would 
be so soon full, that to secure a good place I must bf 
there by four o'clock; I hastily swallowed my din- 
ner, ana getting into a hackney-coach, was driven to 
the theatre, and by the coachman conducted to the 
door that leads to the pit. 

At this door I waited near half an hour with the 
utmost impatience; and the moment it was open 
rushed in, driven forward by the crowd that had 
gathered round me. Following the example of 
others, I paid my three shillings, and entering the 
pit among the first that gained admittance, seated 
myself as near as I could to the centre. After hav- 
ing gazed once or twice round me with wonder and 
curiosity, my mind was wholly taken up in the an- 
ticipation of^ my entertainment, which <fid not, howr 
€ver, much alleviate the torments of delay. At 
length, the stage was illuminated, the last music was 
playefi, and I beheld tl^e curtain rise ^ith an emo- 
tion, which, perhaps, was little inferior to that of a 
lover, when he is first admitted to the presence of his 
mistiess. 
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But just at this moment a very tall man, by the 
contrivance of two ladies, who had kept a seat 
for him by spreading their hoops, placed himself so 
exactly before me, that his head intercepted great 
part of the stage, and I could now see the actors no 
lower than the knee. This incident, after all my 
care and solicitude to secure an advantageous situa- 
tion was extremely vexatious : my attention to the 
play was for some time suspended, and I suffered 
much more than I enjo3red : but it was not long be- 
fore the scenery and the dialogue wholly possessed 
roy mind : I accommodated myself the best I could 
to the inconvenience of my seat, and thought of it 
no more. The first act, as it was little more than a 
prelude to the action, pleased me rather by what it 
promised, than by what it gave: I expected th^ 
tequel with yet more ardour, and Suffered the in- 
terval with all the fretfulness of suspended curio- 
sity. The Second act gratified my imagination with 
a greater variety of incidents ; but they were such 
as had a direct tendency to render appetite too 
strong for the curb of reason : I this moment rioted 
in the luxurious banquet, that was by a kind of eti- 
chantment placed before me; and the next reflected 
'with regret and indignation upon those arts, under 
the influence of which I perceived my virtue to be 
enervated, and that I became contemptible even 
to myself* But this struggle did not last long:' 
these images, which could not be seen without dan^ 
ger, were still multiplying before me : my resistance 
grew proportionably more languid ; and at length I 
indulged every sensation without inquiring whether 
I was animated to the iipitation. of virtue, or seduced' 
by the blandishments of vice. 

In the third act I was become acquainted with the' 
characters, which the author intended to exhibit ; 
and discerned that» thou^ tome of them were sua-' 



tained with great judgment aod address, -3ret-odien 
were mistaken : I nad still some person before me, 
>vho8e manner was -that of a player, and who, when I 
had been introduced into scenes of real life by the skill 
of another, immediately brought me back to a croud 
and a theatre ; I founa that, upon the whole, I was 
not so constantly present to the events of the drama, 
as if I had read them silent in . my study, though 
pome circumstances might be more forcibly repre- 
sented : but these critical remarks, as they lessened 
my pleasure, I resolved to remit. In the fourth 
act, therefore, I endeavoured to supply every defect 
of the performer by the force of my own fancy, and 
in some degree I succeeded : but raj pleakire wai 
now interrupted by another cause; for though my 
entertainment had not been equal to my expecta- 
tion, yet I now began to reffret that it was aimos| 
^t an end, and earnestly wished that it was again to 
begin. In the fifth act, curiosity was no longer 
excited ; I had discovered in what events the action 
would terminate, and what was to be the £ite of the 
persons : nothing remained but the forms necessary 
to the conclusion of the play; the marriage of 
(overs, their reconciliation with offended parents, 
and die sudden reformation of a rake, who had, 
through the whole representation, been employed 
to produce incidents which mieht render his vices 
contagious, and to display qualities that might save 
them from contempt. But though the last act was 
thus rendered insipid, yet I was sorry when it was 
over : I reflected with a sigh, that the time was at 
hand, in which I must return to the comfortless soli* 
tilde of my inn. 

But this thought, however mortifying, was traa« 
^ent ; I pleased myself with the expectation of the 
pantomime, an entertainment of which I had no 
(conception, and pf which I had l^eard the .^ij^^csfr 
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(fQCQipiums from tbose about me : I, theroforcy once 
more sat down upon the rising of the curtain, with an 
^entioB to the sta^ which nothing could divert. I 

Sazed 3t the prodigies which were every moment pro- 
ilceid before me with astonishment ; I was bewildered 
in the intricacies of enchantment ; I saw woods, 
rivers^ and 9iountain89 alternately appear, and vanish ; 
but I knew not in what cause, or to what end. The 
entertainment wsls not adapted to my understanding, 
fyi^t to my. senses ; and my senses were indeed capti- 
vated with every object of delight ; in particular, the 
^ess of the women discovered beauties which I could 
pot bejipld without confusiop : the wanton caresses 
f^hich they received and returned, the desire that lan- 
guished in their eyes, the kiss snatched with eagerness, 
and the embrace prolonged with reciprocal delight, 
|illed my breast witli tumidtuous wishes, which, 
thoi^h I feared to gratify, I did not wish to suppress. 
JBesides ^ these incentives to dissolute pleasure, 
ihqre was the dance, which indulged the spectators 
H^th a view of almost every charm that apparel was 
intended to conceal ; but of the pleasure of this indul- 
gence I was deprived by the head of the tall man who 
sat before me, and I suffered again all the ve^cation 
which had interrupted my attention to the first act of 
(he play. But before the last scene, my mind had 
beep so violently agitated, and the inconveniences of 
90 long a confinement, in a multitude, were become 
90 -sensible, I was so much oppressed with heat, and 
oflPended with the <mell of the candles that were 
either burning in the sockets or expiring in smoke> 
that I gre^ weary of my situation ; my faculties were 
suspended as in a dream, and I continued to sit 
motionless, with niy eyes fixed upon the curtain, sonip 
moments after it fell. When I was roused from my 
reverie, I found myself almost alone ; my attachmeqt 
to the place was diMolved, the company that had 
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surrounded me were gone outy and, without reflectbg 
whither I was to go, I wished to follow them. 

When I was returned to the inn, and had locked 
myself into my room, I endeavoured to recover that 
pleasing tranquillity in which I had been used to re- 
sign myself to sleep, and which I now regretted to 
have once changed for tumult and dissipation : of my 
theatrical adventure I remembered no incident witn 
pleasure, but that which when it happeped I regarded 
as a misfortune, the stature oJF the person wno sat 
before me, which intercepted the more gross indecen- 
cies, and defended me Grom their influence. This 
reflection immediately opened a new vein of thought ; 
I considered the evening which I had just spent ai 
an epitome of life, and the stage as an emblem of the 
world. 

The youth is all ardour and expectation ; he loob 
around with wonder and curiosity, and he is impatient 
for th^ time in which the world is to be thrown 
open before him. This time arrives ; but he findi 
some unexpected obstacle to enjoyment, and in the 
first act of life he discovers, that his hopes are rather 
transferred to more distant objects, than fldiilled bj 
those which are present. As he proceeds, the scene 
grows more busy, and his attachments to life increase 
m number and m strength : he is now seduced by 
temptation ; and the moment its influence is suspended, 
and the pleasure which it promised is at an end, he 
abhors it as debasing his nature, disappointing his 
highest hopes, and betraying him to remorse and 
regret. 

This is the crisis of life, the period upon which 
immortality depends. Sojiie continue the contest, 
and become more than conquerors : they reflect, with 
gratitude to Providence, upon circumstances which 
mtercepted temptation by adversity, and perceive that 
Ihcy owe their safety tp incidentfi which they laboured 
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to pi*CTent. Others abandon themselses to ^nsuality ; 
and, affecting to believe all things uncertain, eagerly 
catch at whatever is offered by the present moment, 
as the whole of their portion : but at length novelty, 
that mighty charm, that beauty of perpetual influences 
novelty is no more ! every object that gave delight 
is become familiar ; and is therefore beheld, not^with 
desire but with disgust. 

Thus life at length almost ceases to be a positive 
good ; and men would scarce desire to live, but that 
they fear to die. Yet the same enjoyments which 
are despised, are also regretted ; ia time they are 
remembered without the circumstances that diminished 
their value ; and the wretch who has survived them» 
toshes that they would return. Life, from this period, 
is more wearisome in proportion as it is prolonged; 
nothing is expected with ardour, because age has been 
too often cheated to trust to the promises of time, 
and because to-day has anticipated the enjoyment of 
to-morrow. The play is now over, the powers of 
the mind are exhausted, and intellectual pleasure and 
pain are almost at an end. The last stage, the stage 
of dotage remains, and this is the pantomime of lirc; 
the images are new only in proportion as they are ex- 
travagant, and please only because the ima^nation is 
distempered or infiim : but the sensibility of corporal 
misery remains ; infirmities multiply ; the hours of 
pain and imbecility pass in anguish which none can 
alleviate, and in fretfulness which none regard : the 
palsied dotard looks round with impotent solicitude ; 
ne perceives himself to be alone, he has survived hit 
friends, and he wishes to follow them ; his wish is 
fiilfiUed, he drops torpid and insensible into that 
gulph which is deeper than the grave, and it closes 
over him for ever. From this dreadful picture I 
started with terror and amazement : it vanished ; and 
I was immediately relieved by reflecting that life and 

p 2 
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the joys of life were still before rae ; that I shoald 
«o6n return to my paternal inheritance ; that my e?en- 
iligs would no more be passed in tumuk^ and end itf 
Satiety ; but that they would close upon scenes of 
domestic felicity, felicity which is pure and rational^ 
and which is still heightened by the hope that it will 
he repeated to-morrow. And iv not the human mind 
a Stranger and a Sojourner upon earth ? has it not ail 
inheritance in a Better Country that is incorruptible 
and undefiled ? an inheritance to which all may retumi 
^ho are not so foolish as, after perpettud disappoint- 
ment in the search of pleasure which they never rounds 
still to continue the pursuit till every hope a prechtdedj 
and life terminates either m the stupor of iniensibclhy 
or the agonies of despair. 
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Sh visum ^''tneriiCui platii impares 
Form as atqve animus sub juga abcnea 
Save mittere cunfjoco* 



In brazen yokes thus Venus binds 
in^Goupled forms and jarring minds, 
And gaily Cr-icl joys to see 
The restless lovers disagree. 



TO THE ADVEKTURER. 



HOR. 



LOGIE. 



SIR, 

There arc some subjects upon which a man is better 
qualified to write by having lived in the world than 
in a study ; and many of these are of the highest 
importance. Of the infelicities of matrimony I 
have been often a spectator ; and of some of tlierp I 
think I have discovered the cause though I have 
never entered into a philosophical inquiry concern- 
ing the nature of the passions, or the power of rea- 
son. The facts from which I have derived my 
knowledge, I shall state with as much perspicui^ as 
I can, and leave others to make what inferences they 
please. 

Flippanta, a young coquet, whose love of the 
fashionable follies was perpetually disappointed by 
thcL severe authority of a father, threw herself into 
the arms of a lover of sixty-four ; believing that she 

p 3 
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could with ease impose upon the fondness of dotage, 
that youth and beauty would render her power ab' 
solute and unHmited, and that she would therefore 
be no longer the slaye of formality and caprice. 
Flippanti was, however, disappointed'-; and in a 
Very few weeks discovered that the ceconomy of a 
father was now complicated with the jealousy of a 
husband ; that he was fretful, selfish, and diseased, 
and ex])ected less from her as a wife, than a nurse. 
Infirmities which she had never felt, she knew not 
how to pity : he exerted his authority, in proportion 
as he discovered her want of tenderness; and their 
misery is alleviated only by the hope of Surviving each 
other; in which, it must, be cotiKssed, the lady has 
greatly the advantage. 

Sophron, by his insinuating eloquence, prevailed ofl 
the mother of^ Modesta, to devote her as a sacrifice to 
learned importance. Love is beneath the dignity of 
grey-headed wisdom ; they have therefore separate 
beds ; while the unhappy victim repines io public, 
under the pomp of ornaments with which she is deco* 
tated, to flatter the pride and proclaim the triumph of 
her lord and master. 

Senilis, to keep up the family liame, married a 
young girl of a ruddy complexion, and a cheerfid 
temper. He is fond of her to distraction ; but at th^ 
tame time so intolerably jealous, that he qhestiQ!!^! 
whether the boy, who has fiilfilled the hope with 
which he married, is his own. 

Ui'bana was contracted to Rusticus by tiie co» 
trivance of their parents^ that their fiimily intensstf^ 
together with their estates^ might be united. Shk 
had all the jpassions of a thdrough-bred town lady f 
he the indifrerence of a downright countiy 'Bquire ; 
they thereft>re neret met without mutual iqibraiaiiigs^ 
i^ which the W8i accused of extravagattctt, «Qd he tf 
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bmtalitjr. At length they agreed in this one point, a 
Separate maintenance. 

Pervicax and Tetrica hare dnring twenty yeart 
been continually thwarting each other. As the hus- 
band is hasty, positive, and overbearing ; the wife is 
tirhim'sica], vdn, and peevish. They can never agre^ 
.ti^tiether their mutton shall be boiled or roasted ; and 
the words ninny-hanrmer, noodle, and numscull, are 
frequently bandied to and fro betwixt them. Their 
▼ery servants are encouraged in impertinence and their 
children protected in disobedience ; because, as one 
chides, the other is sure always to excuse or defend. 

Mercator was desirous of ennobling the blood of 
his posterity, and therefore, married a fme lady from 
the Court end of the town. He had been brought 
up in the arts of amassing money, she in contriving 
hew methods to squander it ; he had been accus^ 
tomcd to a settled uniform practise of business, sh* 
to ah irregular restless course of pleasure. It wai 
impossible to reconcile their different habits of life j 
they thercfqre judged it best for their mutual qutet^ 
that each should pursue their favourite schemes with- 
out molestation. Consequently, while the cood man 
h intent upon bargains at 'Change, she is slumbering 
ift bed ; when the family are at dinner, she is drink* 
hig her chocolate ; and while he is adjusting hit 
accompt4x>oks, she is discharging her visiting debts* 
He is often reeling home frwn the dubV wh^n hH 
wife is set down to a whist-table, or dressing for th^ 
ridotto ; aitd just as the clerks arc entering upon bu- 
txntfSB in the coutiting-house, she it perhaps redring 
td rdst. Thus do they five as far asunder as petsoM 
lit the different antipodes : while my lady is the ssto^ 
t)($hihcht of the grate Aldenhett at thrfr dty bsHi i 
Smd Mercator is allowed to be a quiet, inoffensit^ 
|rood.iiatured kilid of besnt, amotig madam> ie^ 
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Urania married a man who was deemed a wit 
and a scholar^ because as she valued herself upon these 
qualities^ she was not willing thej should be over- 
looked. Between Urania and her husband, there was 
a perpetual contest for superiority : they regarded each 
other with all the malignity of rivals ; every conver- 
sation terminated in a debate, and every debate in 
contemptuous insult, sullenness, or rage. But if 
she had married a person whose chief ambition wai 
not literaiy excellence, he might have admired her 
qualities, and she might have approved of his ; there 
would have been a mutual deference paid to each 
other, and their life would not only have been peace* 
fid but happy. 

Theophila, who, for the practice of that Yirtiie 
which is sublimed by religion, had been called the 
devotee, obviated the scruple which her own mind 
suggested against marrying a free-thinker for whom 
she could not suppress her inclination, by flattering 
herself that she should be able to convert him. 
Accordingly, she at first expostulated, then reasoned, 
and at length upbraided ; but without producing any 
other effects than altercations, coldness, and aversion. 
As his home became irksome, and he had no steady 
principles of virtue, he took to drinking : and now, 
while he is cursing the hypocrisy of prudes over 
his bottle, she is weeping in her closet, regretting the 
folly of her presumption, and dreading the brutality 
of drunkenness. 

. The blind wonder-working boy, who reconciles 
contradictions, and even breaks down the moundi 
of party, brought a couple of fond creatures se« 
cretfy too^ether, at a time when their parents were 
irreconeileably divided about the names Whig and 
Tory. The mist of love, which before blindedtheir 
.understandings, has been long dissipated; and they 
are perpetually ripping up the dissensions of their 
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grand-fatHers, and discussing the propriety of the 
word Abdication. The wife looks upon her husband 
a» a mean-spirited time-server ; and he often rails at 
her, for teaching her children to lisp treason, and 
bringing tiiem up with a bias to popery and arbitrary 
power. 

Deborah wa» adranced from the kitchen to the 
parlour, by the unrestrained passion of her inconsi* 
derate master : but she was only exalted to a more 
splendid servitude, and condemned to drudge all her 
ine lit the double capacity of wife and maid. 

Liasdvia, to secure herself a pretence for indulging 
a scandalous licentiousness, ran away witli her father^ 
footman. She has been forced, at the expence of a 
considerable annuity, and the reversion of her estate 
after deaths to lay him under articles aever to comt 
iiear her while she is living. 

Parcus, a city plumb, from a principle of frugality, 
took unto himself a pl^n neighbour's daughter with- 
out a penny ; as he thought it would be cheaper than 
to espouse a fine courtly lady, thongfi with a mint 
of money. 'Tis true she costs him but a trifle in 
clothes ; she has no taste for nicknacks, and kickshaws, 
and whim-whams ; she hates company, and never 
touches a card ; but then she is always sending hot 
plates of meat to one neighbour who is sick ; bottles 
of wine to another who hes-in ; and gives away every 
week such a load of broken victuals, bread, butter, 
theese, coals, candles, and small beer, that the expencet 
of hoQse-keeping would almost ruin a Lord Mayor. 
She is, besides, eternally teazing him to bind an uncle'f 
son 'prentice, to set up a fifth cousin, and to fit out an 
old acquaintance's child to sea, or to buy clothes for 
another ; and Parcus complains, that he is eat out of 
hous^ and home, by the daily visits of his wife's poor 
lelaticDSw 



Pray, Mr. Adventurer, do not thete mfelichiei 
arise principally from an injudicious choice, rather 
than from the vices and follies of the parties ? Will 
you, who are a philosopher, give us a proper lec- 
ture upon these tacts, or demonstrate, a jtriorip how 
misery may be avoided in that state, which is gene- 
rally agreed to be capable of more happiness than 
any other ? 

I am, Sir, 
A. Your humble Servant, 

JOHN TOWNLEY. 



M* 26. SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 3, 1753. 



JSst ardelhnum quadam Roma nafio, 

Grat'u anhelans PH^EDRUS, 

Through all the town the busy triflcrs swarm, 
Fix'd without proof, and without int'rest warm; 



TO THE ADVENTURJ5R. 
STR, 

The character which you have assumed, encou- 
rages me to hope, that you will not be deterred 
f idler by toil or danger, from entering the lists as 
the champion of distressed beauty. That the suf- 
ferers may possibly be unknown, and the scene of 
action is remote, are circumstances of no moment ; 
for neither seas nor deserts are insuperable to per- 
severance and valour; and the hero's country is 
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circumscribed only by the limits of the world. No- 
thing more, therefore, is necessary, than to acquaint 
you with the wrong which you are to redress, and the 
offender whom you are to punish. 

Two virgin princesses, the daughters of a mighty 
monarch, who in the pompous language of the east 
is stiied Lord of the whole earth, discovered, while 
they were yet very. young, something singular in 
their natural temper and disposition. One of them 
was remarkable for cheeiiiuness, which was not, 
however, so much excited by external objects, as by 
scenes of pleasantry with which she was continually 
entertained by the strength of her own imagination x 
her countenance was dimpled with perpetual smile ; 
and her eyes, yet more expressive, seemed to sparkle 
with laughter. The deportment of the other wat . 
solemn, and her walk majestic : her eyes looked 
€aually piercing, but less active ; they appeared not 
onen to change, but long to contemplate their object r 
she delighted eoually in the pleasures of imagination, 
but they were oi a different kind ; her fancy did not 
form objects of ridicule, but of pity ; and she would* 
imagine herself leaning her whole weight on a shrub 
that projected from the brow of a precipice, till it 
gave way, and she started with horror at the danger, 
merely that she might suddenly reflect upon her sarety, 
and enjoy the pleasure of awaking from a terrifying* 
dream. 

As these were enjoyments that promiscuous 
company rather inteniipted than improved, both 
these ladies, however different in other respects^ 
agreed in the love of solitude ; and having obtain- 
ed the consent of their father, they retired to a 
rural situation, which was healthful, pleasant, and* 
romantic. It was the summit of a high hill, whicb 
was watered by a fine spring ; from hence they had 
ao unbounded prospect $ and the air on this spot 
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is aaid to hare a peeuliar qaality^ Aat excitet plea»> 
ing dreams, impresses new ideas upon the mia^ 
and illuminates with iotuitiye knpwledge* Hie 
ladies were here visited by their Siaterj, ^pd 4 
young Prince of extraordinary beauty^ who was 
celebrated for his skill in all spience, mit chiefly ja 
music and poetry. The enjoyment of wit^ liter^r 
ture, and harmony excluded from this select aocieq^ 
every desire that contaminates die mjuod of idJeae^ 
and degrades reason by brutal sensuality : the Prince 
was received by the royal virgins, not as a lov«r b^ 
a friend ; and he visited them, not as beautify bat hm 
wits. 

The place of their retreat W9$ soon knowib vA 
their presence rendered it illustrious. Here they 
received the cheerful homage of voluntary eubjectipDi 
and from hence they diffused an influence, which not 
only polished but ennobled mankind. Such .would 
long have been their felicity and glory ; but the guiai 
tyrant of a northern climate, a region of cold add 
darkness, at the head of a numerous band of des- 
perate savages, suddenly invaded the country. N9 
force was found sufficient to oppose those who had 
been driven forward by famine ; the fury of iiunger 
and rapine was irresistible; the Princesses fled 
with the utmost precipitation, and the barbarians^ 
who regarded every thing with malignity l^ wiiich 
they were excelled, razed the palace so completely 
that scarce a vestige appeared, and obliterated m 
traces of the royal influence wherever they were dis* 
covered. 

The Princesses directed their course westward; 
and after having long wandered from place to 
place and passed through great varieties of^ fortune* 
they at last took refuge in a small island, which was 
governed by a prince whose consort was their hidf 
aister, being the daughter of their fiitbex;* tfaougb 
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by aoodier n^ife. The prince received them with 
peculiar maii» of distinction, and appointed a great 
officer, one of the princq>al lords of his court, to 
Mi^rinteiKl the Bieasures that were immediately 
takes for dieir acconunodation. Two sumptuous 
palaces were soon prepared for their residence, and 
their household was immediately settled : they were 
frequently visited by the king ; the queen often de^. 
ckned that she considered them as being more par- 
ticularly under her patronage ; they quickly be- 
came extremely pc^ular, and were scarce less hap- 
|»y there than upon their favourite hill. As they 
greatly excelled in all the arts of conversation, a« 
weir eloquence could always command the pas- 
•ions, and their knowledge improve the understand- 
ing, every one was solicitous to be admitted to their 
presence ; and that they might gratify a people^ 
among whom they had received so many ^vours, 
they resolved to have a certain number of public 
dttjfif on which evety one shoidd be admitted without 
scruple. 

But that ail dieir conveniences and splendor might 
be procured, though at a great expence, yet without 
imposing a senenu tax or borthening the Public» 
it was conmved that the servants of the Princesses 
should be paid by their vails ; and, that the reward 
of their labour might not depend wholly upon capricep 
it was ordered, that diose who attended the Prin- 
cesses only on public days, and did not pretend to 
have a right to visit by their intimacy or station, 
should receive a ticket, for which they should pay-a 
certain fee to the porter. 

There is in this island, a certain person, said to 
be descended from a race of giants that were its 
onginal inhabitants, who has such power and iar 
fluence, though he has often been suspected to \m 
mad, that the king iiiaisdf treafii l^ha vfiih great do» 

VOL. XXIII* <i 
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ference* In the height of his phrenzy he has hoatt* 
ed, that his voice is the voice of GoD» and that all the 
sovereign princes in the world are his vicegerents. 
Of this person every one stands in awe ; the queen 
is his principal favourite : and for her sake he if 
well afiected to the king, whom he has often defendedi 
when every other power would have been ineffectuaL 
He has a natural son who possesses all his ill qualities, 
but of his virtues is wholly destitute ; he assumes 
the name, the deportment, and the stile of his &ther, 
whose fondness has encouraged him to commit many 
enormities, from which he would have been otherwise 
deterred. 

This person, of whom every body is afraid, not 
only because his own power is very great, but because 
to repress his insolence might give o£fence to his 
father, comes frequently to the palaces of the Prin« 
cesses, and makes no scruple to purdiase a ticket with 
the customary fee: but he is subject to fits of sudden 
and outrageous frenzy ; in which he pretends, that the 
servants of the Princesses become his own, by re- 
ceiving his fee for admittance to their presence ; and 
he treats them with the cruel insolence of a capricious 
tyrant, and introduces the wildest tumult and confu- 
sion. The rest of the company are terrified and dis- 
appointed ; he perceives it, and compels them to 
depart : nay, he has sometimes offered violence to the 
ladies themselves ; he has, either by menaces or by 
bribery, gained some of their servants over to his own 
interest ^ and, to gratify an unaccountable humour, 
he has prevailed upon them to admit a kind of Necro- 
mancer, with whose feats he is greatly delighted, into 
the public room, where innumerable effects of his art 
are exhibited ; and it is said that by the same influence 
one of the palaces has been made a receptacle for 
wild beasts ; and that all the gambols of folly have 
been played in a place, that was intouied f^r the. 
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asylum of beauty and wit» and for the school not only 
of wisdom but of virtue. 

With the author of this confusion the Adventurer 
IS requested to engage ; and if his zeal and his abilities 
are equal to his boast» he is expected immediately to 
declare himself the champion of the Princesses^ by 
publishing his defiance to Uie following effect : 

* That the Princesses alone have a right to the pa- 
laces, which have been allotted to them by the muni- 
ficence of the sovereign of the island ; that their ser- 
vants are accountable only to them, to the sovereign, 
or to the lord whom he has appointed to superintend 
the household ; that every man is at liberty to be 
absent, who thinks the entertainment not worthy of 
liis attendance, or the fee for his admittance too exor* 
bitant ; but that no man has a right to disturb, to 
terrify, or to disappoint an assembly, which is supposed 
to be in the immediate presence of the sovereign, 
to whom they owe allegiance: and I challenge t# 
•ingle combat, whoever shall affirm the contrary*' 

I am, Sir, 
Yours, &c. 

Flavilla, a lady who sometimes honours me with 
a visit, was present when I received this letter. Fla- 
villa, though she has all the sprightliness of a coquet, 
has been a great reader, and is not behind those who 
discovered a political satire under the Rape of a Lock, 
in resolving a riddle or penetrating an allegory. I 
put the letter into her hand, and threw myself back in 
my easy chair with an air of importance ; * There,* 
says I, < read that ; and see what rank I hold in the 
estimation even of those, by whom my province ia 
mistaken.' 

I fixed my eyes upon her, and waited with impa- 
tience till she kad read it. But how was I disap* 
pointed to hear her cry out, < Good Sir, your province 

q2 
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ind yoar tmportaiice are mistaken by none bat your* 
self. Could not your sa^city diicoiver this letter tt> 
be an aIle{|[ory ^' Pray Madam, said !» will yoa be 
pleased to communicate to me, what you irn^ne to 
be the hidden meanmg which, that allegory envuopet ? 

* Lay' says she, 'you are so dull to day ! Why are 
not the Comic and the Tragic Muse the dauzhters of 
Jupiter ; and did they not, with the rest of the imises, 
their Sisters, reside on Parnassus, a lofty hill that was 
watered by the Castalian spring ? Were they not 
there visited by Apolk>» the patron of aU science, and 
in particular of poetry and music ? Did they not fly 
westward at the approach of Barbarians, who, though 
they left behind the glooms of the inhospitable North, 
yet brought with them the * Cimmerian darkness of 
i^orance/ and scarce left any traces of science in 
the countries through which they passed ? Did not 
the lovely fugitives find refuge in Britain ?*.— But^ 
pray, Madam, said I^ shaking my rigbt foot which 
hung over my left knee, will ydu condescend to tell 
me, who is the consort of the lung who afforded them 
protection ? My letter says, she was half-sister to 
the ladies whom you suppose to be two of the muses. 

* Who,' replied r lavilla pertly, * but Liberty : is not 
Liberty the perpetual consort of the Kings of Britain ; 
and will any dispute, that Liberty is derived from 
Jove, the Parent of Good I* Go on. Madam, said L 

* The great officer,' said she, * is the Lord Chamber* 
lain ; the palaces are the Theatres, which by Royal 
authority are appropriated to the use of Tragedy and 
Comedy; their attendants, the Players, are, indeed, 
the servants of the King, and are paid by the stated 
fees for admittance into the house. The Public is the 
most potent and venerable body upon earth 5 and the 
Town, its illegitimate offspring is insolent, capricious, 
and cruel : the Town is- perpetuaMy insulting the 
Players as its servants ; though ,as acryants to tbf 
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Town, the law considers them as enefmies to society ; 
and it is as servants to the King only, that they are 
permitted to exhibit public entertainments. It is to 
humonr the Town, that the Necromancer Harlequin 
has associated with tumblers and sava^s, to profane 
the place, which under proper regulation, would in- 
deed, be the school of wisdom and virtue. Every 
one present at a theatrical performance is supposed to 
be in the Royal Presence ; or at least the Players are 
under his more immediate protection : as every man 
has a right in common with others to the dramatic 
entertainment of the evening, when he has purchased 
an admittance to the house, it follows that no man 
has a right to monopolize or to destroy it. An empty 
house is by the Players deemed the most dreadful 
sign of popular disapprobation ; and when the Public 
arc displeased with the entertainment that is offered 
them^ to neglect it will be the most effectual means 
to procure a better : and as a full, or a thin house, will 
indubitably express the sentiment of a majority, the 
complaints of a faction should be wholly disregarded.' 
Flavilla, as she concluded this speech, in which 
she began to grow very warm, cast her eyes upon me, 
. and expected my reply. But as I continued to gaze 
with great gravity at the fire, and remained silenty 
she gave me a smart stroke with her fan, accompanied 
with this interrogation : < You sullen monster, wliy 
don't you speak ? Do you hear me ? pubfish the 
letter, with my exposition, in your next paper, or — * 
Madam, says I,^ bowing, it shall be done. In obe- 
dience, therefore, to her Command, and in justice to 
myself, I lay the state of our controversy before the 
Public, and doubt aot but that we shall be both s»ti«- 
iied'whh their determination* 



«» 
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Vvu n t ' Athfn mm* *Vfum. %fyy§90tf* 

HESIOX). 

From niglit ifoie the fSD-diiiie and the daf. 

The following letter was the first roluotaiy coih 
tribution I recm^ed; and if It had been longer^ 
it would have been sooner communicated to my reu 
dcrs. It is written in the name of a Lady, to whom 
I am indeed under many obligations ; to whom I 
owe great part of the luiowledge which I have ac- 
quiredy and under whose influence many of these lu- 
cubrations were written : her character is assumed by 
my correspoDdent with great art ; but I di9C0Vered 
that it was not real, by the conchiston of the lettdr, in 
which I am invited' to an intimacy that I have long 
enjbyed, 

TO TlU ADVXNTURBB* 

tm^ Dec. 15, 1752. 

• Wkhout detracting from die itteriti of your cor- 
respondent of Tuesday h»t*, whose pretentioni-td 
public regard are undoubtedly well founded^ I beg 



leare to onke your, paper my channel to &ne ; and 

am persuaded the judicious reader wiil admit of my 
clatm* when he is ac({uatnted with my history ; and 
notwithttanding my sister has artfully enough iosinu<« 
ated her superiority, and indeed hinted reflections 
capable of wounding the most innocent character, as 
the first story is generally well told, I shall appeal to 
the impartial examiner, and expect my share ol honour 
from his decision. 

I shall begin then with informing you, that I am 
the elder, a circumstance my sister's pride made her 
suppress, and in the opinion of the best judges the 
handsomer ; this her own vanity will hardly deny, 
nor does she attempt to shine but 'in my absence^ 
She is indeed fairer ; but daiic beauties are not only 
more agreeable, but more durable ; and as she hsa 
iktk to recommend her but her face, the indifference 
And n^ect she complains of is the less to be wondered 
at. Besides, the glare she aflects in public, the 
fickleness ocf her behaviour, the pleasure she takes in 
discovering the secrets intrusted to her 5 and above 
alif the fraud she practises by continual promises of 
being always the same, are sumcient reasons, why half 
wbo know her pay her so little regard. 

For my own part, ostentation is my aversion ; and 
my pride, which makes me fond of admiration, pre^ 
▼ents my using a mean condescension to procure 
it. Thot^ I dress well, I am never gaudy ; and 
when I appearnn my blue robe, with gold spangles» 
and a crescent on my forehead, I have the satisfeo* 
tion of seeing, myself o^ed even by .philosophers* 
Some of my sex may thmk this a triumph of small 
in^ftance, and prefer the unmeaning applauses of a 
coxcomb to the approbation of a man of understand- 
ing ; but experience the mother of true wisdom, has 
long since conviooed me, that rtsi boauty is best, .dis- 
nemedbjf Ml judges^ and tbeaddeeiofiBofasnaibii 
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lover imply the best compliment to the imderstand- 
ing of hi8 mistress. 

The aftability of my temper, indeed, exposes me 
to the visits o£ all parties ; and my easiness of ac- 
cess too freauently engages me in the disagreeable 
company of rools and sharpers : nay .more, sometimes 
I am the unwilling spectator of riot and intemper- 
ance ; but .when this happens, I generally throw in 
tome reproof, and make the libertine, though he curses 
me, . repent his excess : nor is it the least of my 
praise, that my approach strikes terror to the soul of 
the villain. 

I might rise in the reputation I so justly demand, 
by recounting the many important services I have 
done mankind : I have conducted armies in safety, 
inspired politicians, rescued the distressed, and blessed 
the brightest e3re8 in Britain ; I have industriously 
concealed the scandal my sister has propagated ; and 
received, with a condescension scarce found in a rival, 
the wretch whom her fojiies had made weary of her 
service. 

By this time you may be desirous of my name, 
and I think it no vanity to add, ambitious of my ac- 
quaintance. I formerly was a friend to the Rambler, 
nor will the Adventurer's intimacy with me lessen 
him in the opinion of his readers. For a proof of 
this, a great Genius of the present age courted ray 
assistance ; and in gratitude for the favours he received 
from me, placed my name in the tkle-page of the 
best book in the language. After this explanation, 
it is almost unnecessary to subscribe myself, at your 
service, 

S. Night. 

TO THE ADVENTUKER. 

SIR, 

It has been long my opinion, that a man's general 
nputatioojrather smki than riteSvnpoo his being first 
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^istioguished by a public eiu:oniium ; ioT. on« voice 
that echoet the praise, there are a hundred, which^ 
toiodulge the spleen, that it excites, are employed ia 
4etractioB. But of this perverseness axui malignity I 
iiaive never remarked a stronger instance, than in the 
ei^cts. of your recomrai^ndation of Mr. Ratsey and 
Mr. Woodward, two gentlemen, who almost every 
day, at a considerable expence, generously repeat' 
their offers to sav^ the poor from the miseries of aa 
ho^ital, by curing them gratisi with much more ease^ 
expedition, and a^ety. 

Some persons, rather than admit the uncommon 
merit of these gentlenien, kave invidiously repre- 
•eoted your encomium as an irony ; and others 
have even ventured to deny the facts upon whicb 
H is founded* But though every paragraph whfch^ 
lYas intended to rews^d mgenuity, is thus opposed 
or perverted ; yet that, in which you have inadver-. 
tently disgjraced it, ts, firom the same motives, re* 
ceivod in its genuine sense, and readily admitted 
to be ticue. It is denied, that Mr. |latse^ ever re* 
moved an incurable disease^ and that Mr. Wood* 
Ward is more successful in the cure of ruptures thao 
the. hoq>itai surgeons ; but it is universally believed^ 
that the youth whom you mention receiyed i^q 
benefit .from the trusses that ^ere worn by hil 
liiends ; this, however, is a fact in which you arb 
yourself egregiously mistaken, and which you hav^ 
greatly misrepresented. You tell us, indeed, that 
this method deserves to bp remembered for farther 
experiments; but you insinuate, that it was among 
those which had been practised without success, be* 
fore the patient was put under Mr. Woodward's 
care : on the contrary, it was directed by. th^ g^ft^X 
artist himself; and is one of the most useful im- 
provements tba( he has made in surgery, though it 
is not to be depended upgn alonr^. Aa^-an inconuir 
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table proof of your mistake, and of the mischkf 
which it has produced, I shall recite another address 
to the Public in the behalf of Mr." Woodward, by 
which it appears, that he now wears trusses for hit 
patients himself. It ts entitled, * The himible thanks 
of Elizabeth Tipping, for her cure in a ^pture, 
gratis.' 

* A Gentleman,' says Mrs. Tipping, < recom- 
mended me to Saint Bartholomew'^ Hospital, 
and in their * goodness gave me a truss to • wear ; 
and in wearing it, to my grief, I found more pain 
than ever I fdt before ; and I must have laboured 
under thn great misfortune all the days of my. life, 
had not Mr. Woodward, through chanty, took me 
under his care: By his tender compassion towards 
me, in giving me his powders with drops, and 
wearing ms new-invented bandages^ my pams left 



me.' 



It appears, therefore, that Mr. Woodward, in- 
stead or giving Mrs. Tipping a truss to wear, as the 
gentleman or the hospital had done ; gave her only 
his powders with drops, and wore the truss him- 
self. As the facts, however strange, will be attested 
at Mr. Russel's toy-shop in the Hay market, and 
Mrs. Petro's the corner of Spring-Gardens, it must 
follow as an inevitable consequence, that when, by 
the old erroneous custom of applying trusses or 
bandages to the patient, their malady is increased ; 
it may be wholly removed by medicaments, pro- 
perly administered to them, and a truss judiciously 
applied to another. In Mrs. Tipping's case, in- 
deed, there appears to have been something cri- 
tical, because Mr. Woodward would trust none but 
himself with the management of the bandage, by 

. ■ * It cannot certainly be known, whether hj their U meant the 
'fenitlem^n or the hospiuL 
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which he int^ded to effect her cure; thoufirh the 
truss for his Kentish patient was worn by the mi* 
nister and churchwardens of the parish. There is^ 
however, another reason fpr this conduct, which I 
am unwilling to suggest : your paper may haye dis* 
couraged others from concurring m this method of 
cure, by insinuatbg that it was troublesome, and had 
been practised without success. If this should be 
true, how have you increased the labour of this bene- 
ficent Surgeon, and at the same time circumscribe4 
his power of doing good [ It is scarce possible that 
he should be able, by any contrivance, to wear more 
than ten of his bandages at one time ; and how 
•mall a number is ten, comparedto the multitudes that 
apply for his assistance ? 

Upon the whole, whatever was your intention, I 
am afraid your paper has produced but one good 
effect. As modesty is always the concomitant of 
merit, Mr* Ratsey no bnger offers health to those, 
who have suffered others to render their diseases 
incurable ; but leaves them to perish, for the preser* 
vation of those that survive. 

I am. Sir, 

Your humble servant, 
T. Friendly^ 

As it is the opinion of Mr. Friendly, that I have 
conferred no honour by my panegyric, I shall now 
attempt to effect my pui-pose by censure. As Phy- 
sic is, perhaps, the most difficult of all the sciences 
DO man more honours those who excel in it than 
myself: if I cannot, therefore, animate them in the 
race, I may at least clear the way about them, and 
a^ord merit a fairer chance, by lessenmg the number 
of competitors, who may obstruct others, though they 
cannot run themselves. 

It is £rt€[uently admittedi amo9{; p«:son^ whoft 
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judement is not otherwise confeniptiUey that a ibia 
without parts and without litn'atilre may practise 
physic with success ; or, in other words, that aa 
illiterate blockhead may be « good Physician. Bat 
.as this maxim appears- to me to be uttk letfs for- 
midable dian a peatHence, I think I shaU do oonsi* 
derable service to mankind if I -can ppei^tet it firoiA 
spreading. 

That the following argument may he more edsily 
comprehended and remembered, I haire laboured to 
contract it into a small compass, and to expiYss 
my thoughts with the utmost pkuoiiess and p^pi- 

^*ty. 

I. Medicines are not specific antidotes for certain 

diseases, which we hear distii^guished by 
known and general names ; F or, 

II. Twenty persons may be ill of a fever : and this 

ferer may be so much a different disease in 
each, that an application which would cer- 
tainly cure one of them, would certainly kill 
another : so that the very efficacy of the me- 
dicine, if it is unskilfully adminutered, in- 
creases the danger. 

III. «rhe investigation of diseases ; the discovery 
of their causes by their symptoms ; and the 
adaption of the remedy, not to the disease 
only, with all its accidental complications, but 
to the habit, age, sex, and constitution of the 
patient ; require such skill as can result only 
n-om extensive knowledge, sound judgment, 
and critical inquiry. 

IV. This skill cannot be exerted, if the patient is 
not seen. 

V. Gross ignorance of the propriety of language, 

in a man who pretends to have studied Phy- 
sic, is an inconte§tibie proof of insolenoe and 
itupidity. 

6 
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VL Hettherefbre, who does not see the absurdity of 
professing to cure incurable diseases, cannot 
possibly have acquired sufficient knowledge to 
cure any* 

VII • To detect a man in deliberately writing and 
publishing gross nonsense, in an adverdse* 
mentof £m medical skill, written in his native 
lang^na^e, is to arrest * the foe of mankind ia 
his waUc,' and to intercept the * arrow that fliet 
in darkness.' 

Tliistask is at present left to the Adventurer; and 
this task he will continue to perform, till the htgjuh^ 
ture shall take it out of his hands* 
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Cml« tuphuu It imUru whnmt 

NMcente Lumi, nuHcm PBufylrt 

HeepntUmttm anHd Afruum 

fmamdm mth ■ ■■ HOlU 

If nittic IMiidyle her prayer renews. 

Her artless prayer when sacred hoitrt return. 

Her Tines shall droop beneath no blighting dewi^ 
Nor ioutham storms her ycUowhanresi bunu 

That mankind have my natural propensity to iU^ or 
that their minds are subject to the influence of any 
invitthle and malevolent beings are notions that of 
late have been treated >irith the utmost contempt and 
disdain. And yet I have remarked, that men fre* 
quently neglea to practise those duties of religiont 
lyithout which thqr believe the Divine Favour w^ 
VOL. jp^m^ Ki 
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not be secircd, though by guch neglect tliey do not 
obtain any immediate advantage. 
= The miserable wretches who swarm in the streets of 
this metroj)oli8, covered with filth and ragsj pinine 
with Cold and hunger/ and rotting ivith diseases, wilf 
be found to have a general belief that by going to 
church men please God, and obtain the pardon of 
^ir sifts ; add yet those who expect to be relieved 
by the congregation, will Mnger at the church door 
till the service is at an end. In this instance, surely, 
they become, in their own opinion, the servants of 
mn,' for no other wages than death. To the rich, 
irreKgion, as well as vice, sometimes offers immediate 
pleasure ; and it is easy to conceive, why they should 
rather sink in a luxurious slumber on a bed of down, 
than kneel at the altar ; but why does the beggar in 
the severity of winter, shiver at the porch, when he 
mijght take shelter in the aisle ? If he was as near 
to* any other building which he could as easily enter, 
he would not hesitate a moment ; but rather than 
become a candidate for th^ blessing of God, he will 
fore|To the advantage of exciting the charity of the de- 
vout, by an appearance of devotion. 

Of the duties and the prinleges of religion, prayer 
is genially acknowledged to be the chief : and yet 
I am afraid, that there are few who will not be.able 
to recollect some, seasons, in which their unudJlingness 
to pray has been more than in proportion to th^ la- 
bour and the time that it required ; seasons in which 
they would h^ve been less willing to repeat a prayer 
than any other composition ; and rather than have 
Spent live minutes in an address to God, would have 
devoted an equal space of time wholly to the converi- 
^fice of another, without any enjo\-m€nt or advant^rf 
to tlvnnsolves. 

These feictt, I believe, will scarce be controverted 
^ any ; and diote who cannot shew that they have 
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adequate natural cauies, must allow that they hav^ 
some other. It also must be acknowledged, that if 
men are tempted to neglect the worship of God by 
any spiritual enemy, to worship God is by such an 
enemy known to be their interest: but because I 
would not rest much upon this argument in favour of 
religion^ I shall only say, that it has more force than 
any that I have heard against it. 

I believe, indeed, there are some who, with what- 
ever reluctance, punctually conform to the rituals of 
religion, as an atonement for an allowed and perpetual 
negiect of virtue;" who dream, that by going to 
church on Sunday, they balance the account of the 
week, and may again lie, defraud, swear, and b* 
drunken with impunity. These wretches although in 
•pite of indignation tl^ey move my pity, I shall not 
here reprovej because their conduct does not only imi 
ply die grrossest ignorance, but the most depluiabk 
stupidity; and it is hopeless to write For those^ of 
whiNn it cannot be expected that they should read. ' 

There are others, who, believing that neitlier virtue 
nor religion alone is sufficient to secure immortality; 
neglect Religion as useless, because tliey cannot re* 
solve to practise Virtue : so the purchase ot a telescope 
would be a superfluous expence to a man that id 
blind, though all the advantages of sight cannot b6 
obtained without it by those who can see. 

Upon these slaves of sensuality, it is to be feared 
little, effect can be produced, by an address either to 
their reason or their passions : ror their reason is ali 
■ ready convinced, and their passions alarmed ; they 
live in a perpetual violation of the dictates of conscience; 
parposes of amendment are every moment formed antf 
iNPoken ; they look backward with remorse, and fbr4 
ward with terror ; and they Accumulate guilt, 'even 
whil^^ they are anticipating judgment* Nor can* -if 
press them to put on an appearance of religion for mere 

R 2 
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temporanr pmpoaet ; not only because it wouM beam 
aggnnratiDD of their wickedness, but because it wonld 
conceal their true character, and might, therefore, in- 
jure society. 

A man who Utcs apparently without religion, de« 
dares to the world, that he is without Yirtne, however 
he may otherwise conceal his rices : for when the 
obstacles to virtue are surmounted, the obstacles to 
reliffion are few. What should restrain him who has 
broken the bonds of appetite, from rising at the call 
of devotion ? Will not he who has accomplished a 
work of dilEculty, secure his reward at aU events, 
when to secure it is easy ? Will not he that has panted 
in the race stretch forth his hand to receive the prise? 

It may, perhqM, be expected, that from this »- 
Deral censure I should excq»t those, who beliefe thtt 
all religion is the contrivance of tyrannv and can- 
ning ; and that every hunum action whtcn has Deity 
for Its object, is enthusiastic and absurd. But of these 
there are few, who do not give other evidence of their 
want of virtue, than their neglect of religion ; and 
even of this few it must be acknowledged, that they 
have not equal motives to virtue, and therefore to say, 
that they have not equal virtue, is only to affirm that 
effects are proportionate to their causes ; a propositioa 
which, I am confident, no Philosopher wiU deny. 

By these motives, I do not mean merely the hope 
and fear of future reward and punishment ; but such 
as arise from the exercise of religious duties, both in 
public and private, and especially of prayer. 

I know, that concerning the operation and ejects 
of prayer, there has been much doubtful disputation, 
in which innumerable metaphysical subtilties have been 
introduced, and the understanding has been bewildered 
in sophistry, and affronted with jargon : Those who 
have no other proofs of the fitness and advantage of 



.prayer thaii a? to.be £oui¥i'ajfno)% thes? aff^i^bU9jM» 

•arebutUttfe;aQquaiDt^.wtth-(tke,pfactJGe^ ,; ^y ... r 
tie who ^' quired an exfte^iQ^nul .knpwled^ 

fi£ this d^jty^ knowB . tjiat . Dp^og 'so. jforcibl^ riestraU^ 
£nom illy as the remembrance ofa'f^ceat acidr^ss (f 

JHifaven ' for protection ^d awjst^f^ge. . Aiter to^ng 
petitiiG^ied ^ ft>J pP'^^r to resist tevipt9Uoo> ' there ..is sf 

^pOQ1ft:.a|i iocpngiruity in not.cpiiAipuing the stnigglo^ 

$kkt ;WC) Unib at^^jlihe thought, ^d p^rsev^re^ Jkst w^ 

Jbse aU reverence for^ oursejye^ . Ajter fenrentiy dc^ 
voting our sduTs to God^ we start \vith horror at- imt* 

^e^te.apostapy % Eveiy act ojf deliberate wickedfiess 
is then complicaiied with hypocrisy and ingratitude $ 

. it k a^mQcHery of the Father of Mercy i the forfeitnrr 
of that peace in which we closed our . addressi and -.% 

'renunciation of jthe hope that it inspired. • . , 

For. a proof of this, let e^tre^y man ask himself,^ 
m the presence of * Him who seajrchgs the iieaiV 
w^hether he hal never been. d<)terred from prayer, bhf 
\as fondness for some criminal gratification, which he 
could not wiiji sincerity profess tQ give up, and. which 
he knew he could hot afterwards repeat without greater 
compunction. If prayer and immorality <4)pear to be 
thus incompatible, prayer should not surely be lighdy 
rejected by those, who contend that moral virtue is 

^the summit of human perfection ; nor should it be in- 
cumbered with such circumstances, as must inevitably 
render it less easy and less frequent : It should be 
considered as the wings of tlie soul, and should be 
always ready, when a sudden impulse prompts her to 
spring up to God. We should, not think it always 
necessary to be either in a church, or in our closet, to 
express joy, love, desire, trust, reverence, or compla- 
cency, in the fervour of a silent ejaculation. Adora- 
tion, hope, and even a petition, may be conceived in a 
moment ; and the desire of the heart may ascend, 
without words, to < Him by whom our thoughts are 
• R 3 



JoKMrB lAr oft* He who ccmMden Imiiietf » per. 
fietoidUy in thepfctelice^xftheAfaiiigfa^ iieed not fear 
ttat gntitude or bonu^ caa ever be iU^chned, or 
tliat h is prophase ^bat 16 iionhip in any dlmmit^^ 
that are not crimtnaL 

There is no •prtserrative frooi Tice^- ieoual to Qdi 
habitnalaod constaM intercourae inth. Oodj neither 
4loe8 any thmg equally aHeiri^ diatMe^ 4it lieigjiiteli 
maperity: in diitreat^ it ansttilfla'tr with hope; aiki 
«itiroiperity9 it adds to every Other enjoymeiit ^ de- 
iignt of mtttade. 

I^ tme, thertfere, who have Rjected rd^ioO, ai 
they have {[iven up incoQjbtottUe advantages/ trywfae- 
tber they ciuinot yet be recovered; let thm review 
ibeargnments by which their judgAient has-been de^ 
termiaedy and seewhether they compel the assent of 
fHiisoa ; and let those» who^ upon' Uiis recollection, 
percenre, that, though they have professed iiifidelitf, 
they do indeed belim and- tremble» no longer saori- 
fice hsqppiness to folly, but pursue that Wisdom 
^ whose vraye are pleasantness and peace/ 
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IfgUBiiig dbet mn ifed ore cmice, 

Then mv youig maMur swiftly lean^ the vife* 

iVnd shakes, in hanging sUeveSatbeUctle box and die?. 

DRYDEK. 



TO TUM A9VtNTURUU 

aii» 
It is a remark of some PhiIoM>pher8> tlult there is « 
malignity in hwnan natorey whieh urges eveiy man 
to depress him who it akeady sinking. The Game- 
ster is a character, at which the artillery of the legit- 
lature has been long" levelled : the practice of his pro^ 
fession . has been rendered extremely difficulty and the 
instruments of it have been destroyed wherever they 
could be found ; he has been persecuted by Justices, 
Constables, and Watchmen | he has languished in 
Newgate, and toiled in BridewelL Under this accu^ 
mulated distress, he iis not the object of pity, but con- 
tempt ; every mouth if open against him ; he is curs« 
ed by the mechanic and the trader, derided b^ wits^ 
and hooted by the mob. In defence of this injured 
character, which I have long borne, and of which I 
am not yet ashamed, permit me to appear in yourpaper. 
In tne first phce. Sir, the Gamester is a Grentle* 
man : and though he has been insulted by begcrOrs and 
tits, the polite world it ttill in his intoeft I andhehaa 
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still friends at Westminstery from the grey-headed 
General to the beardless Senator. With the character 
of a gendeman) there is but one vice which is now be- 
lieved to be wholly incompadble ; and such is the ma- 
lice of ourje^enDies, that we ha^ebeen degraded hjr 
the imputatioh ox it, and our ruling passion is said to 
be Avarice. 

But, can he be avaricious, who trusts his whole 
property to Chance ? who immedjatdy circulatet.what 
he wins, with a liberality that has been censured by 
others as profusion ? Can Avturice be his mocite to 
play, who» with twenty thoussBMlpodnds in the fiinds, 
si(s down with a man- whose wm)le^ estate he Imows 
to be in his pocket, and to amount to no more than 
ten pieces ? As the love of money appears incontesti- 
bly not to govern one of 'these persons, it cannot be 
proved to govern the other : The charge of Avarice 
IS, indeed so ridiculous and absurd, that I am ashamed 
pf an attempt to confute it. . 

This charge mieht with gpreat justice be retorted 
upon Trade, which, when put io competition with 
(jdimngi must appe^ to grnit disadvantage. Trade 
has besides introduced all the superfluities that have 
enervated and cornq>ted mankinau Trade has, even 
produced oppostte evils ; it has pampered luxury, and 
wearied labour ( but Ganiing has done ndther. 

Trade, indeed^ circulates property; but property 
might with greater s^vantage be circulated by Gaming. 
If It be asked, how the persons employed in this de^ 
lightful circulation of property, are to be furnished 
with the necessaries of life, when trade is at an end I 
I answer, that the necessaries of life, in the estima- 
tion of Virtue and the Gamester, are few ; a sheep- 
skin, a hovel, and a dice-box, would furnish the Game- 
ster with sufficient apparel, shelter, and entertainm^t ; 
and with these he would be as happy as he is now ; 
&r he has no power of acquiring happiness that is 
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not exertedm pky, and of other happineMhe has in« 
deed no concq>tion. 

If play was then unmrsally pursued, as at once com- 
prehending all business and all pleasure, one mam 
mi^t not only grow rich and another poor, hut the 
same person might alternately pass through all the ti* 
cissitudes of fortune, while he sat upon the ground 
in the sun, without toiling in the manufactory, or 
sweating at the forge, wtmout the perple»ty of ac« 
counts, or the perils of a Toyage. 

If it be again asked when life is reduced to tint 
ttate ofprinuthre simpHcity, what would be the adyan- 
tage ofwealth ? I answer, the same as it is at pre* 
tent to those who possess more than they spend, acon« 
tciousness that they are wealthy ; and those who art 
capable of nsore exalted feliatv, would enjoy in the 
acquisition the transport of winmng, without consider^ 
ing money to hare any power, quality, or use^ but at 
a stake. 

These, indeed, are Utopian scenes ; and I return^ 
with a sigh, to Tindicate my profession fixmi other 
impntatioiis, which are equally raise and inmrions. It 
has been said that we are strangers to ^reaprocal feU^ 
city I and that the happiness of one Oamester is pro^ 
duced- by the misery of another, the pain of him who 
loses bc»ng alwa]^ proportioned to the plefisure of tho 
winner* fiut this is only the caril of pop^lar preju* 
dice: If I am haf^, what is it to me whp else is 
miserable? Every man, whatever he may pretend^ 
is concerned only for himself; and might, consistent 
with right reason, cut any other man's throat if he 
could esc^ punishment, and secure to himself any ad* 
vantage by the foct*. If any of your readers have stiU 
scrupfes, and desire to see this doctrine farther iUus-^ 
trated, I refer them to the great Dr. Manderille't 
Fable of the Bees. 

Among other enemies^ that hate been encooraged 
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• 

to fall upon the Gamester in his distress, is Bigotry 
or Religion ; for I consider both these terms as ex- 
pressions of the same idea. Bigotry then accuses us 
with exercising our employment, on a Sundav ; but 
this accusation is the efiect of such complicated iblly» 
ignorance, and malice, that it could have had no other 
author. Not to insist that a gentleman is under no 
moral obligation to regard one day more than another, 
is he to be insulted for doing that, which has a direa 
tendency to destroy luxury root and branch, on a 
Sunday ? Shall Virtue, in this enlightened age, be 
given up to cer^moioy ? and Patriotism be stigmatized 
as Impiety ? I have, on every other article, been able 
to keep my temper ; but I can never hear the cant (^ 
Bigotry with impatience. 

There is, however, another charge, which I shall not 
obviate as an imputation of prophaneness, but of folly* 
It is said that we utter the most horrid oaths and im- 
precations ; that we invocate beings whom we do not 
believe to exist, and denounce curses that can never 
be fulfilled. This has, indeed, been practised in our 
fusemblies ; but by those only who are novices in the 
profession : for among other advantages that arise 
nx>m Gaming, is such a silent acquiescence in the will 
of Fortune, as would do honour to a Stoic ; or, at least 
a calm philosophical immutability of countenance, by 
which all that passes in the bosom is concealed. 
. This acquisition, it must be jconfessed, requires some 
parts, and long practice ; but there have been many 
illustrious examples of it among us. A Gentleman, 
my particular mend, who had the honour to be many 
years an eminent Gamester, being without money, 
committed a robbery upon the hi^way» to procure 
another stake, that he midit return to his profession. 
It happened .unfortunate^ that he was taken ; and 
though he had great interest with some persons that 
Iball be nametessy yet he was convicted and hang^ 
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This Gentleman's ill luck continued all the while he 
was in gaol ; so that he was compelled to dispose of 
his body to the Surgeons, and lost the money to a 
friend who visited him in the cells, the night before 
execution. He. appeared, however, next morning 
with great compostre ; no reflection on the past, no 
anticipation of the future, caused him once to change 
countenance dui ing his -passage to the gallows ; and 
though he \r:is about to receive death from a greasy 
scoundrel, whom he knew once to have been a b^itcher, 
yet he swore but two oaths in the cart ; and was so 
indifferent as to what should afterwards befy him, 
that h« bravely refused to say Amen to the Prayers. 

If by your comniunication of these hints, the cla- 
mouis of slander shall be silenced, and the true cha- 
racter of a Gamester shall be more generally known, 
— I have secrets, which may be communicated entre 
nous,— and the next dead set — you understand me — ; 
I am a man of honour, and you may command. 

Sir, Yours, &c. 

TIM. COGDIE. 
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KOR. 

Thrice happy they, in pure delights 
Whom Love with mutual bonds unites; 
Unbroken by complaints or strifie, 
And binding each to each for life. 

FRANaS. 

Though I demote this lucubration to the Ladies^ yet 
there are some parts of it which I hope will not be 
wholly useless to the Gentlemen : and, perhaps, bodi 
may expect to be addressed upon a subject, which to 
both is of equal importance ; especially after I have 
admitted the public recommendation of it by my cor- 
respondent Mr. Townly. 

it has been universally allowed, and with gp'eat rea> 
son, that between persons who marry there should be 
some degree of equality, with respect to age and con- 
dition. Those who violate a known truth, deserve 
the infelicity they incur : I shall, therefore, only labour 
to preserve innocence by detecting error. 

With the ladies it is a kind of general maxim, 
that < the best husband is a reformed rake ;' a 
maxim which they have probably derived from co- 
oiedies and oovebi in which fuch a husband il 

6 
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commonly the reward of female merit. But the 
belief of this maxim is an incontestible proof, that 
with the true character of a Rake the Ladies are 
wholly unacquainted. < They have,' indeed, < heard 
of a wild young Gentleman, who would raJce about 
the town, and take up his lodging at a bagnio ; who 
had told many a girl a pretty story, that was fool 
enough to beueve him : and had a right to many a 
child that did not call him £ither : but that in some 
of these frolicks he thought no harm, and for others 
he Had suiHciently suffered.' > But let the Adventurer 
be believed, these are words of dreadful import, and 
•hould always be thus understood : 

^ To rake about town and lodge at a ba?nio, is to 
associate with the viliest and most abandoned of human 
beingrs ; it is to become familiar with blasphemy 
and lewdness, and frequendy to sport with the most 
deplorable misery: To tell pretty stories to credulous 
gins, is to deceive the simplicity of innocence by 
cunning and f^sehood : To be the father of a name- 
less progeny, is to desert those, whose tears only can 
implore the protection, to which of all others they 
have the strongest and the tenderest claim ; it is more 
than to be a man without affection, it is to be a brute 
without instinct. To think no harm in some of these 
frolicks, is to have worn out all sensibility of the 
difference between right and wrong; and to. have 
suffered for others, is to have a body contaminated 
with diseases, which in some degree are certainly 
transmitted to posterity.' 

It is to be hoped, that the mere exhibition of this 
picture, will be sufficient to deter the Ladies from 
precluding happiness by marrying the original ; and 
from discouraging virtue, by making vice necessary 
to the character which they prefer. 

But they fiequently aa upon another principlef 



194 ADVENTCREli. ll^SOl. 

which, though not equally fatal aod absurd, may yet 
produce great infelicity. 

When the rake is excluded, it will be geneTally 
•uppos^ that superior intellectual abilities ought 
always to determine the choice. * A maa of une 
tense/ is indeed a character of great dignity ; and 
the Ladies have always been adVised to prefer tlus 
to every other, as it includes a capacity to bestow 
* that refined, exalted, and permanent felicity, which 
alone is worthy of a rational being.' But I think 
it probable that this advice, however specious, has 
been often given for no other reason, than because to 
give it flattered the vanity of the writer, who fondly 
believed he was drawing his own character, and ex- 
citing the envy and admiration of his readers. Tb's 
advice, however, the Ladies universally affect to 
approve, and probably for a similar reason ; since 
every one imagines, that to hold intellectual excel- 
lence in high estimation, is to demonstrate that she 
possesses it. 

As he that would persuade, should be scrupulously 
careful not to offend, I will not insinuate that there 
are any Ladies, by whom the peculiar beauties of an 
exalted understanding cannot be discerned, and who 
have not, therefore, a capacity for half the pleasure 
which it can bestow. And yet, I think, there is 
another excellence whicli is much more essential to 
conjuiijai felicity. Good Nature. 

I know that Good Nature has, like Socrates, 
been ridiculed in the habit of Folly ; and that Folly 
has been dignified by the name of Good Nature. 
But hy Crood Nature, I do not mean that flexible 
imbicility of mind which complies with every re- 
quest, and inclines a man at once to accompany an 
iiccjuaintance to a brothel at the expence of his 
health, and to keep an t»quipage for a wife at the 
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'^xpence of his estate. Persons of this disposition 
have seldom more benevolence than fortitude, and 
frequently perpetrate deliberate crueltjr* 

In true Good Nature, there is neither the acri^ 
mony of spleen, por the suUenness of malice ; it is 
neither clamorous nor fretful, neither easy to be of- 
fended, nor impatient to revenge ; it is a tender sen- 
sibility, a participation of the pains and ■ pleasures 
of others ; and is, therefore, a forcible and constant 
n;K>tive, to communicate happiness, and alleviate 
{nisery. 

As human nature is, from whatever cause, in a 
state of great imperfection, it is surely to be desired, 
that a person whom it is most our interest to please, 
should not see more of this impeifection than we do 
gurselves. 

I shall, perhaps, be told, that < a man of sense, 
can never use a woman ill.' The latter part of this 
proposition is a phrase of very extensive and varioua 
signification : whether a man of sense can < use « 
woman ill,' I will not inquire, but • I shall endea-i 
your to shew, that he may vaakje her extremely 
wretched. 

Persons of keen penetration, and great .delicacy 
of sentiment, as they must Aecessaijly be more fre- 
quently offended t^n others; so, as a punishment 
K>r.the offence, tbey csOi inilict more exquisite pain, 
because they can wpund with . more poignant re^ 
proach : and by him whom Good Nature does not 
restrain from retaliating the pain that he feels, the 
offence, whether voluntary or not, will always be' thus 
punished* , ^ •' 

. If this punishment is suffered with silence, coo^ 
fusion and tears, it is possible that the tyrant maf 
relent ; but this, like the reiporse of a murderer, 
is too late ; the dread of incurring the same anguisb 
by a like £Kult|. ndU substitute for the Hniie • of 
' s 2 * 
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cheerfulness, that sunshine of beap^' the riooms or 
<ioubt9 solicitudey and anxiety. The omice wiD| 
notwithstanding) be again repeated; the punish* 
ment, the distress* and the remorse will again re- 
turn ; because error is inTokintiirjrf and aneer is not 
restrained. If the reproach is retorted, andwhedier 
it was deserved, becomes the subject of debate, the 
consequences are yet more dreadful : after a tsiq 
attempt to shew an incongruity, which can no vooit 
be perceived than sounds by the deaf, the husband 
will be insulted for causeless and capricious dis* 
pleasure, and the wife for folly, perverseness, and 
obstinacy. In these circumstances, what wfll be- 
come ot * the refined, the exalted, and the perma- 
nent felicity, which alone is worthy of reaMmaUe 
beings, and ii^hich elevated genius only can be* 
•tow?' 

That this conduct is, by a man of sense, known ta 
be wrong, I am coqtent to allow : but it must also 
be granted, that the discernment of wrong is not 
always a propensity to right ; and that if pain was 
never inflicted, but when it was known to produce 
salutary effects, mankind would be much more happy 
than they are. 

Good Nature, therefore, if int^ectual excellence 
cannot atone for the w^mt of it, i^ust be admitted 
as the highest personal merit. If, without it, "Wu- 
dom is not kind ; without it. Folly must be brutal 
Let it, therefore, be once nK>re repeated, * The qusi 
lity roost essential to conjugal fehcity is Good Nat 
ture.' And, surely, whatever accidental difference 
there may happen to be in the conceptions or judg- 
ment of a husband and wife, if neither can givepam 
or pleasure without feeling it themselves, it is easy 
to perceive which sensation they will concur to proi 
duce. 

It may now be expected tha^ I shomU give wowfi 
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^ceperal ruks^ by. wbiph the ladies may discover th^ 
^^OBition of tho8^;Jby whom they are addressed-: 
.but.it 18 extremely, dmicult to detect; malevoleDce 
ramidst the assiduities , of courtship, and to dis- 
.jkiQgjiish the man -under that almost: inscrutable di^ 
jguise, the Lovf^r. ; Qood NatuFe, however, is not 
indicated by the fulsome fawning of a. perpetual 
grin, the loud laughter which almost anticipates the 
jest, or the constant echo of every sentiment ; nei- 
ther is it safe to fTUWthe app^farance of profuse li- 
berality, or busy officious ness. Let it rather be re- 
marked, how. the Xover . is afFp^ted, ,by incidents, 
in which the^ lady is not concerned ; what LS his be- 
haviour to his immediate dependents, and whether 
they approach him with- a slavish timidity, or with 
the cheerful reverence of voluntary servitude. Is 
he ever merry at the expence of another j or does 
be ever attempt thus to .excite mirth in his mistress ? 
jDoes he mention the absent with candour, and behave 
to those who are present with a manly complacen- 
cy ? By a dihgent attend^ce to these, circumstances, 
.perhaps a probable judgment may be formed of his 
-character. 

To conclude with a general remark| Good Na- 
ture is not of less importance to ourselves than to 
others. 1'he morose and petulant first feel the anr 
guish that they give: Reproach, revilings, and in- 
.vective, are but the overflowings of their own infeli- 
city, and are constantly agam foiced back upon 
their source. Sweetness of temper is not, indeed, 
an acquired, but a naturiil excellence ; and, there* 
fore, to recommend it to those who have it not, 
may be deemed rather an insult than advice. But 
let that which ii^ happier natures is instinct, in these 
be reason ; let tliem pursue the siimc conduct, im- 
pelled by a nobler motive. As the sourness of the 
crab inhances the value of the graft, so that \]i(hich 

s 3 
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on itt parent jJant it Good Nator^ willy on a leu 
Icindly itock be improved by virtne. No action by 
which others receive pleasure or paio, is indifierent: 
the Sacred ralcy ' Do that to others which ye woqU 
that others should do to youy' extends to evoy 
deed; aod <every word shall be brought iMo 
judgment*' 
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ImvUii Stadl mh imviturt Tyrmaki . 

MmJiu tormmhm KdW 



Nor coM Sicilit*! tyranti ever find 

A greater torment than in envknu nund. 



FRANCn. 



Soon after the expiration of that eolden age, m 
which perpetual and spontaneous plenty precluded 
all temptation to violence and fraud, Apollo, the 
God of Wisdom, of Eloquence, and Music, became 
enamoured of one of the Nymphs who graced the 
train of Diana. The Nymph, whose name time hat 
not preserved with her story, was at first inflexible 9 
but the suit which her chastity refused, her vanity 
still continued to permit : and thus, though wisdom, 
eloquence, and music, were ineffectual ; yet perse* 
verance prevailed, lie pride of virtue was imper- 
ceptibly softened ; and the sense of guilt had been 
so often lost in die anticipation of delight, that it 
did not always returo : to this delij^ tiwre remaiii* 
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cd no obstacle but the fear of shame ; and the fear 
of shioiie^ as desire perpetually increased, was at last 
•urmounted. 

Apollo percdved and pursued his advanta^ ; and 
the Nymph silently consented to an assignation ; the 
place ii^as a grotto far sequestered from the path 
of the traveller, and the time was midnight. 

When nature no longer layished her bounty upon 
idloiess, and the fruits of the earth were bestowed 
only upon labour ; when the harvest and the vintage 
ceased to be common, and the bounds of property 
were set up ; many vices under human forms became 
inhabitants of the earth, and associated with mant 
kind. Of some the external appearance was pleas- 
ing, and their qualities were not immediately disco* 
irered; Among these vices was Envy: Envy, in* 
deed, was never lovely; but she was then young, 
nor was the malignity of her mind yet expressed in 
)ier person. 

As Apollo was enamoured of the Nymph, Envy 
was enamoured of Apollo : she watched his descent, 
therefore, with all the impatience of desire ; and 
though she knew her own passion to be hopeless, jret 
the discovery of his addresses to another, distracted 
her with jealousy : she was always busied to procure 
intelligence which could only increase her torment | 
and was perpetually contemplating the happiness 
which she despaired to enjoy. 

It happened that the assignation of the lovers was 
overheard by Echo, and by Echo repeated to 
Envy. This intelligence roused her to a yet keener 
sensibility of misery : to intercept the happiness of 
a rival, was the first object of her wish ; and the 
next moment she conceived a design of securing that 
happiness to herself. To effect bodi these purposes^ 
a thousand projects had been by turns contrive^» 
exaninedy and rejected; her mind was more ?icH 
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lently agitated» in proportion g the time drew more 
near ; and after all the toil or thinking had ended 
in despair, an expedient suddenly started into her 
mindy which she perceived at once to be simple and 
easy ; she wondered how it had been before over- 
iookedy and resolved immediately to put it in exe- 
cution. 

It was within one hour of midnight, when the 
Nymph took her way to the grotto. She was now 
pale with remorse, and now flushed with shame: 
she hesitated ; her bosom again beat with anticipated 
delist ; she trembled, and went forward. . Envy per- 
ceived her at a distance ; and cast round her a thick 
cloud, which scarce the beams of Phoebus himself 
could have dissipated. The Nymph looked round 
for the grotto, but suddenly perceived herself to be 
involved in impenetrable darkness ; she could! dis- 
cover neither the sky above her, nor the ground on 
which she stood : she stopt short, terrified and asto- 
nished ; desire was chilled in her veins, and she shud- 
dered at the temerity of her purpose. 

In this dreadful moment she had no hope of de- 
liverance, but from the power whose laws she had 
been about to violate ; and she, therefore, address- 
ed this prayer to Diana : * Cliaste queen of iiTc- 
proachable delight ! who, though my mind had re- 
nounced thy influence, hast yet by this omen pre- 
served me from corporal dishonour ; O ! guide me 
in safety thiough the terrors of this guilty night : 
let me once more be permitted to pursue the cliace 
at thy side ; and to mingle with tlie happy virgins, 
whom Cheerfulness, the daughter oflnnoccnce, as- 
sembles at thy bower!' As she uttered thir> prayc-, 
she hastily turned about ; and the moment she made 
an effort to go back, her ])r.'iyer was granted ; the 
gloom that surrouiuieLl her was disr,ipr.ted ; and she 
again perceived tJie mild radiance of her queen 



tremble upon the foliage of the trees, and chequer 
the path before her iwith a silver li^t* She now 
sprang forward, impelled by that joy which her de» 
Irrerance had inspired ; her speed was no longer re- 
strained by the timidity of guilt;. the solitary way 
was repassed in a moment ; and her desire to return 
had been so ardent that she could scarce believe it 
CO be accomplished. 

In the mean time. Envy had entered the grotto, 
and was expecting Apollo : she heard him approach 
with a tumult of passions^ in v^ch pain was predo* 
minant s and she received him in silence and confii* 
rion, which otherwise she would have found it difli- 
Cultto feign. 

When the momentary trani^rt which she had 
thus obtained, was at an end, she perceived that k 
had been too dearly purchased with safety : she re- 
flected upon her situation with terror i and wished^ 
too late, that the Nymph, whose pleasure she hud 
intercepted, had receivea it in her stead, as it would 
have been more than counterbalanced by a small 
proportion of her pain : her pain was not, however^ 
produced by regretting the loss of innocence, b^t by 
anticipating the puni^ment of guilt. 

Apollo, who kpew not how wretched and malign 
Hant a being he had clapped to his bpsom^ whispered 
a thousand tender sentiments^ ai^d urged her to re* 
ply. Envy was still silent ; but knowing that she 
could not in these circumstances continue long un- 
detected, sh<; suddenly coUected all her forces, and 
B{Himg from him, hoping to have escaped unknown 
in the darkness of the night : but just as she reached 
f|ie entrance of the grotto, he again paught her ia 
his arms. Envy shrieked in the anguish of despair i( 
and the God himself started back with astonish- 
ment : he would not, however, quit his hold of the 
f^g^MT^ I ^d plana, that she inight not lose an ofm 
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poitunity to puoish incontinence, darted her rayi 
direcdy ujppn . the place. Apollo discovered the 
features of Envy, and turned from her with abhor- 
lence. After a moment's recollection, looking 
again sternly upon her, < Loathed and detested as 
thou art,' said he, < I cannot destroy thee, for thou 
fLTt immortal as the felicity of heaven : and I wish 
not to destroy thee, for immortality is thy cure& 
But may my arms again embrace thee» and may 
thy bosom be again pressed to mine, if thy power 
thus to pro&ne the deliehts of love end not this 
jnoment for ever : hencerorth thy face shall be de» 
J[ormed with the characteristics of want and ^e, 
and snakes instead of hair shall be the covering of 
thy head; thy breasts shall be lengthened to thy 
.waist, and thy skin shall be su£Rised with galL' 
While he was yet speaking, the freshness of youth 
jaded from her cheeks ; her eyes sunk inward ; her 
ti:esse8, that flowed in loose ringlets upon her shoul- 
ders, were suddenly contracted ; and wreathing them- 
selves in various contortions, a brood of serpents 
hissed round her head ; her flesh became flaccid^ 
her skin appeared shrivelled and yellow, and her 
whole form expressed at once malignity and wretch- 
edness. 

. , Thus changed, she fled from the presence of Apollo: 
hut she carried with her not a memorial of h^r crime 
only, but of that pleasure which her punishment had 
rendered it impossible to repeat. A child, which she 
regarded as at once her glory and her shame, was at 
length bom, and afterwards known among mankind 
by the name of Cunning. 

. In Cunning, the qualities both of the father and 
the mother, as far as they are compatible, are unit- 
^. As the progeny of Envy, he regards whatever 
is amiable and good with malignity; the end that 
he proposes, therefore, is always the gratification 



of Tice i bat he inherits so much of his father's vas- 
doniy that he frequently ^pursues that end by the 
most ef!ectaal means. 

• All, therefore, whom Wisdom would disdain to 
counsel, apply to Cunning. But of the votaries to 
Cunning, even those who succeed are disappointed : 
they do, indeed, frequently obtain the immediate 
object of their wish, but they are still restless and 
unsatisfied ; as the statesman, after he has gratified 
his ambition, still sighs in vain for felicity. 
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Mnndat'^parvo sub lart Pauperum 
C»ii4tf ume amUeis tt ostre, 

S»llieitam expUcucrefrontem, HOR« 

To frugal treats and humble cells, 

With grateful change the wealthy fly. 
Where health-preserving plainness dwells, 

Far from the carpet's gaudy dye. 
Such scenes have charm*d the pangs of care. 
And smooth*d the clouded forehead of despair. 

FRANCIS, 



Omar, the hermit of the mountain Aubukabis, 
"which rises on the east of Mecca, and overlooks 
the city, found one evening a man sitting pensive 
and alone, witiiln a few paces of his cell. Omar re- 
garded him with attention, ' and perceived that his 
IcjOks .wero .wild and htfggardy and that his body was 
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fieeUe and emaciated c the man alio aeemed to gaze 
itffad&ttly on Omar; bat tuch waa the abttractioii 
of his mind, that his eye did not immediately take 
cogrnizance of its object. In the nuknent of recol* 
lection he started as from a dream, he coTered his 
fiice in confusion, and bowed himself to the grouuL 

* Son of affliction/ said Omar, < wBo art thou, and 
what is thy distress P < My name/ replied the stran* 
ger, * is Hassan, and I am a native of this dty ; the 
Angel of adversity has laid his hand npoa me ; and 
the wretch whom thine eye compassionates, thoa 
canst not deliver/ <To aeliver thee,' said Omar» 

* belongs to Him only, bom whom we should re- 
ceive with humility both good and evil ; yet hide 
not thy life from me ; for the burthen which I can- 
not remove, I may at least enable thee to sustain*' 
Hassan fixed his eyes upon the ground, and remain- 
ed some time silent ; then fetching a deep si^, he 
looked up at the hermit, and thus complied with his 
request. 

It is now six years, since our mighty lord the 
Caliph Almalic, whose memory be blessed, first came 
wivately to worship in the temple of the holy city. 
The blessings which he petitioned of the Prophet as 
the Prophet's vicegerent, he was diligent to dispense ; 
in the intervals of his devotion, therefore, he went 
about the city, relieving distress, and restraining 
oppression : the widow smiled under his protection, 
and the weakness of age and infancy was sustained 
by his bounty. I, who dreaded no evil but sickness, 
and expected no good beyond the reward of my la- 
bour, was singing at my work, when Almalic enter- 
ed my dwelling. He looked round with a smile of 
complacency ; perceiving that though it was mean it 
was neat, and that though I was poor I appeared to 
be content. As his habit was that of a pilgrim, I 
hastened to receive him with tuch boapitui^ at 



was in nsf potvdr ; atid my cheerfulness ixras rather in« 
creaaed than restrained by hit pretence. After he 
had 4iceepted tome cofiee, he atked me many ques- 
tioos I and though by my answert I always endea* 
toured to excite him to mirth, yet I perceived that 
he ffrew thoughtful^ and eyed me with a placid but 
fixed attention. I sutpected that he had some 
knowledge of me, and therefore inquired his country 
stnd his name. ^ Hassan/ said he, < I hare raised 
thy curiosity, and it shall be tatisfied ; he who now 
talks with thee is AlmaHc, the sovereign of the 
£uthful| whose seat is the throne of Medina, and 
whose commission is from above.' These words 
struck me dumb with astonishment, though I had 
some doubt of their truth : but AlmaHc, throwing 
back his garment, discovered the peculiarity of 
his vest, and put the royal signet upon hit fin- 
ger. I then started up, and was about to prostrate 
myself before him, but he prevented me : * Hassan,' 
said he, < forbear ; thou art greater than I, and from 
thee I have at once derived humility and wisdom.' 
I answered, * Mock not thy servant, who is but as 
a worm before thee : life and death are in thy hand, 
and happiness and misery are the daughters of thy 
wilL' * Hassan,' he replied, ^ I can no otherwise 
give life or happiness than by not taking them 
away: thou art thyself beyoncl the reach of my 
bounty, and possessed of felicity which I can neither 
communicate nor obtain. My influence over otherSf 
fills my bosom with perpetual solicitude and anx* 
iety ; and yet my influence over others extends only 
to their vices, whether I would reward or punish. 
By the bow-string, I can repress violence and fraud ; 
and by the delegation of power I can transfer the 
insatiable wishes of avarice and ambition from one 
object to another ; but with respect to virtue, I am 
impotent : if I could reward it| I would reward itia 

¥OL. XXIII. X 
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thee. Thou art content, and hast, therefeie neitha 
avarice nor ambition : to exalt thee» would destroy the 
simplicity of thy life, and diminish that ha^yinew 
which I have no power dther to increase or to conti- 
nue.' He then rose up, and, commanding me not to 
disclose his secret, departed. 

As soon as I recovered from. the confusion and 
astonishment in which the Caliph left me, I began 
to regret that my behaviour had intercepted hii 
bounty ; and accused that cheerfulness of folly, 
which was the concomitant of poverty and labour. 
I now repined at the obscurity of my station, which 
my former insensibility had perpetuated: I ne|b 
lectcd my labour, because I despised the reward ; 1 
Spent the day in idleness, forming romantic projects 
to recover the advantages which I had lost ; aiMl at 
night, instead of losing myself in that sweet and re* 
freshing sleep, from wmch I used to rise with new 
health, cheerfulness, and vigour, I dreamt of splendid 
habits and a numerous retinue, of gardens, palaceti 
eunuchs, and women, and waked only to regret the 
illusions that had vanished. My health was at length 
impaired by the inquietude of my mind ; I sold ail 
my moveables for subsistence : and reserved only a 
mattrass, upon which I sometimes lay from one night 
to another. 

In the first modn of the following year, the Caliph 
came again to Mecca, with the same secrecy, and 
for the same purposes. He was willing once more 
to see the man, whom he considered as deriving fe- 
licity from himself. But he found me, not singing 
at my work, ruddy with health, and vivid with 
cheernilness ; but pale and dejected, sitting on the 
gi'ound, and chewing opium, which contributed to 
substitute the phantoms of imagination for the re-, 
alities of greatness. He entered with a kind of joy- 
ful impatience in his countenance, which, the mo- 

7 
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meat he beheld me, was changed to a mixture of 
wonder and pity. I had often wished for another 
opportunity to address the Caliph ; yet I was con- 
founded at his presence, and throwing myself at his 
feet, I laid my hand upon my head, and was speech- 
less. * Hassan,' said he, * what canst thou have lost, 
whose wealth was the labour of thy own hand ; and 
what can have made thee sad, the spring of whose 
joy was b thy own bosom ? What evil hath be- 
fallen thee ? Speak, and if I can remove it, thou 
art happy.' I was now encouraged to look up, and 
I replied, * Let my I ord forgive the presumption 
of his servant, who rather than utter a falsehood 
would be dumb for ever. I am become wretched 
by the loss of that which I never possessed : thou 
hast raised wishes which indeed I am not worthy thou 
shouldst satisfy : but why should it be thought that 
He who was happy in obscurity and indigence, would 
not have been rendered more happy by eminence and 
wedth V 

■ When I had fmished this speech Almalic stood 
0ome n^oments in suspence, and I continued pro- 
strate before him. < Hs^ssan,' said he, * I perceivey 
not with indignation but regret that I mistook- thy 
character ; I now discover avarice and ambition in 
thy heart, which lay torpid only because their ob- 
jects were too remote to rouze them. I cannot, 
therefoi-e, invest thee with authority, because I would 
not subject my people to oppression ; and because 
I would not be compelled to punish thee for crimes 
which I first enabled thee to commit. But as I have 
taken from thee that which I cannot restore, I will 
at least gratify the wishes that I excited, least thy 
heart accuse me of injustice, -and thou continue still 
a stranger to thyself. Arise, therefore, and follow 
me.' I sprung from the ground as it were with the 
wingfrof an eagk i I kissed the hem of his.gacmeot 

T 2 
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in aneKUST of gratitude and joy ; and when I iraa 
oat of my house, my heart le^^ ai if I had escsqwd 
from the den of a lion. I fi>llowed Ahnalic to 
the Caravansera, in which he lodged; and after 
he had fulfilled his tows* he took me with him to 
Medina* He gave me an apartment in the Senu^oi 
I was attended by his own servants ; my pronskmi 
were sent from his own uhle; and I receded every , 
week a sum from his treasury, which exceeded 
the most romantic of my expectations. But I soon 
discovered, that no dainty was so tasteful, ^ the food 
to which labour procured an appetite ; no slumben 
to sweet as those which weariness invited ; and na 
time so well enjoyed, as that in which diligence i» 
cxpectinpr its reward. I remembered these, eojojr- 
ments with regret | and while I was signing in tbs 
inidst of superfluities, which though they encumbered 
life, yet I could not giye up, wey were suddeoljf. 
taken away. 

Almalic, in the midst of the glory of his king* 
dom, and in the full vigour of his life, expired 
suddenly in the bath ; such, thou knowcst, was the 
destiny which the Almighty had written upon hi» 
head. 

His son Aububeker, who succeeded to the throne, 
was incensed against me, by some who regarded 
me at once with contempt and envy ; he suddenly 
withdrew my pension, and pommanaed that I should 
be expelled the palace ; a command which my ene- 
mies executed with so much rigour, that within 
twelve hoi^rs I found myself in the streets of Me^ 
dina, indigent and friendless, exposed to hunger 
and derision, with all the habiu oi luxury, and all 
the sensibility of pride. O ! let not thy heart de- 
spise me, thou whom experience has no( taught, 
that it is misery to lose that which it is not happi- 
ness to possess, O I that for me, this kMOU aad 
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not been written on ^ the tablets of Prdvidence! I 
hsLje travelled from Medina to Mecca : but I can- 
not fTjr from myself. How different are the states 
in wbich I bave been placed ! The remembrance of 
both' i» bitter ; for the pleasures of neither can re- 
turn. Hassan, having thus ended his story, smote 
iiu hands togetfaery and looking upward burst into 
tears. 

: Omar, having - waited till this agony ' was past^ 
went to him, and taking him by thc.band, * My. 
son,' said he, * more is yet in thy power than Almsr- 
lie could give, or Aububeker take away. The lesson 
of thy lite the prophet has in mercy appointed me 
to explain. 

.!.f Thou wast once content with poverty- knd labo\^, 
only because they were become habitual, and ease 
and affluence were placed beyond thy hope ; for when 
ease and affluence approached thee, thou wast con- 
tent with poverty and labour no more. That which 
then became the object \Vas also the bound of thy 
hope ; and he, whose utmost hope is disappointed, 
must inevitably be wretched. If thy supreme de- 
sire had been the delights of Paradise, and thou 
hadst believed that by the tenor of thy life tlicse 
delights had been secured, as more could not have 
been given thee, thou wouldst not have regretted 
that less was not offered. The content which was 
once enjoyed was but the lethargy of the soul ; and 
the distress which is how suifered, will but quicken 
it to action. Depart, therefore, and be thankful 
for all things : put thy trust in Him, who alone can 
gratify the wish of reason, and satisfy the soul with 
good: fix thy hope upon that portion, in compa- 
rison of which the world is as die drop of the bucket, 
and the dust of the balance. Return, my «on, to 
thy labour ; thy food shall be again tasteful, and thy 
rest shall be sweet : to thy content ^so will be added 
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•tabilityi v/hen it depends not upon that which ii 
possessed upOQ earth, hut upon that which is expeoed 
in Heaveq.' 

Hassan, upon v^hose mind ^ angel of instnic* 
tioD impressed the counsel of Omar, hasteiMd to 

S rostrate himself in the templ^ of the Prophet. 
tSLce dawned upon his mind Ijkethe radianpe of fha 
morning: he returned to his labour with cheer* 
fulness ; his devotion became feiyent ^d haUtoal ; 
and the latter days of i^assan ^ftrt happier than the 

fim. 
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VTithin the grass eqnceal'da serpeot lies. 

TO TIfE ADVEMTUaSR. 
SIt» 

As the view of public undertakings should be the 
public good, no foible that is prejudicial to so- 
ciety can be too trifling to be animadverted upon* 
I shall, therefore, without any farther apology, lay 
before you one of the greatest impediments to the 
pleasure of conversation : an artful manner of con« 
▼eyine keen reproaches and harsh satires, under the 
disguise of discoursing on general subjects, which 
•eem quite foreign to any thing that may concern 
the company. Thus, instead of endeavouring to 
CAtertaio csub other with cheerful good4 m iqoury 
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most converBadoos are carried on, as Hudibraa 
•ays, 

* With words, far bitterer than wormwood, 

* That would in Job or Grizzel stir iQood.* 

It is an old and a just obseryation, that no situa* 
tion can well he less entertainine, than that of a third 
person to lovers ; yet while decency is preserved, 
which is generally the case before marriage, and bf 
sensible well-bred people afterwards ; even in this situ- 
ation, the mind that is stored with any images of its 
own, may amuse itself; and the heart that is fraught 
with any good-nature may find some satisfaction in 
considenng the pleasure which the fond lovers enjoj 
in the company of each other. But from the uneasi« 
%ieu of bang a third person to Quarrellers, there ia 
qo relief : your own thoughts are broke in upon by 
the jarring discord of your companions ; and they 
will neither contribute to your entertainment, nor even 
suffer you to retain the tranquillity of your own 
bosom. 

Amongst the vulgar, where the men vent their 
passions by swearing, and the women by scolding 
or crying, their quarrels are generally soon made up^ 
nor aoes any anger remain after reconciliation. But 
in hi?h«r lue, where such efforts are restrained by 
good-breeding, and where people have learned to dis- 
guise, not to subdue their passions, an inveterate rto* 
cour often lies corroding in the breast, and generall]^^ 
produces all the e&cts of inexorable malice. 

People consider not, that by family repartees and 
oblique reflections on each other, the very inmost 
secrets of their lives are disclosed to their common 
acquaintance; and that they oftentimes inconsiderately 
lay open to their worst enemiesj Biults and imperfec- 
tions in themselves and their relations, which they 
W<nild take pains to conceal from their dcacest firie^^ 
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To give you a full ide^i of what I mean^ I send 
you a history of my life and adventures for one day ; 
and I wish I could say it was the only one, in which 
I have been witness to such disagreeable scenes as are 
here represented. 

In the morning I break£uted with two young 
ladies. ^liss Harriet, the elder sister, was about the 
age of nineteen, and Miss Fanny, the youngest, not 
quite seventeen. Their parents are able amply to pro- 
vide for tliem ; and have spared no cost in masters of 
c\ery kind, in order to give tliem all fashionable 
&male accomplishments. Ever since they have 

Suittcd the nursery, they have been indulged in seebg 
icir own company in Miss Harriet's dressing-room, 
V^hich is finished and adorned with great elegance oJF 
taste and profusion of expcnce. They are both pos- 
sessed of no small share of beauty, witli so much 
Guickness of a^jprehension and ready wit, as might, 
if lightly aj)plied, render them extremely entertaining. 
Not one real misfortune can they yet have met with, 
to sour their temj;er8 or suppress their vivacity : yet 
I could plainly sec, that they were very far from 
being happy, and liiat their unhappincss arose from 
their continual bickeiings with each other. After 
breakfast, Miss Fanny took up a volume of Shak- 
speare's plays that lay in the window, and out of the 
Midsummer Night's Drejun, read the following pait 
of a speech which Helena makes to her friend Her- 
mia in the third act : 

« Injurious Hermia, most ungrateful maid ! 

Ha/e you contriv'd, have you with these contrived 

'J'o bait inc with this foul derision ? 

Is all the cou:iscl that we two have shared, 

The iibteis ^o•.vs,th^! hours th.;t vc have spent. 

When we have chid the hast} -footed time 

I'or parting u> ; O ! and is all forgot !* 

Then laying down the book with the tears half stait- 
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tng from her ejeBf she looked earnestly at her rister^ 
and in a tone more theatrical than I wish to hear oft 
the stage, cried out, * Qh ! wretched Helena, un- 
happy maid ! , I wonder not that in your oircumstancet 
you imagined that every word was intended as an 
insult ; smoe no doubt you had often experienced such 
inhuman treatment.' Miss Harriet with some warmth 
imswered, * You should remember, Sister, that 
Helena was a foolish weak girl, fond of a man that 
despised her ; and it was kind of any body to endea^ 
TOur to cure her of such a mean-spirited passion.' 

Fanny. 'Tis always cruel, Sister, to insult the 
wretched. 

Harriet. Those that are miserable by their own 
folly. Miss Fanny, will call every thing ii)sult and 
reproach, that tends not to soothe and encourage them 
in a silly passion. 

Fanny. If love is a silly passion. Miss Haniet| 
I know some mighty wuc people that have felt iti 
power. 

Harriet. I don't say love is a silly passion, where 
it is properly placed: but I know, Madam, that a 
headstrong young girl will always be angry with 
every one tliat advises her for her own good. 

Fanny. Ax^d I know, also. Madam — 

As soon as the affectionate name of Sister was 
droj^>ed, and the ceremony of Miss supplied its 
place, I even then began to fear, lest ceremony 
would also undergo the same fate, and that passioa 
at last would introduce open rudeness : but the 
word Madam doubly retorted, no sooner reached my 
ears, than trembling for the event, I interrupted the 
dialogue by taking my leave ; and I doubt not but 
any one from this sketch may easily be able to paint 
in what manner these young ladies pass most of their 
hovirs together. 

From henqe I went tp visit three qousinsi who. 
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although they had moderate indepeodent fbrtiiiiei> 
yet had for some years lived togetl:^ as one £miily. 
They were women of an obscure and low education, 
but commonly reputed good-natured. I tiook it for 
gninted) therefore, that I should meet with some har- 
mony amongst them : but by their conversation I 
soon found, that they continued under the same roof, 
for no other reason, but because each fancied herself 
obliged to it she knew not why,' and coidd not tell 
how to extricate herself from imaginary chains. 

AVliatever conversation I began with a design of 
amusing them, was interrupted by their all talking at 
once upon the subject which seemed uppermost in their 
minds ; and proving to a demonstration, that one per- 
son could hve by herself much cheaper than widi a 
companion ; and each separately declared, that She 
could live for a mere trifle, was it not for expena?e 
connexions. Then running through every bnuch of 
house-kee])ing, each inveighed strongly against some 
article, which either she did not like, or ^om ill 
health could not enjoy, and which she knew also to 
be agreeable to her companions. This discourse was 
too vulgar as well as disagreeable to be long en- 
dured ; I therefore hastened off as fast as possiUe, 
and went to dinner, where the ^mily consisted of an 
old gentleman and lady, their two daughters, and two 
young gentlemen, who, I soon found, were the in-» 
tfended lovers of the young ladies. By intended 
lovers, I mean they were young gentlemen, whose 
fortunes and characters were agreeable to the parents ; 
and the design of this interview was for the young 
people to see whether they were agreeable to each 
other, I now expected the highest scene of cheer- 
fulness and good-humour ; for on such occasions both 
gentlemen and ladies generally dress themselves in 
their best looks and their best humour, as certainly as 
iH their best and most becoming clothes. The two 
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gentlemen I soon perceived had made a separate 
choice ; but* unfortunatelyy the two ladies were both 
bent on the conquest of the same man ; to compass 
whichy their features and persons^ through affectation^ 
were thrown into a thousand distortions. From an 
envious fear of each other's success, lowring suspicion 
iat upon their brows ; and their eyes, which were 
naturally piercing, daited forth such malignant glances 
at each other, that they lost all their beauty, and* 
from being turned so many ways at once, looked as 
if they squinted. > Their whole discourse consisted 
of sharp reflections against coquetry ; each insinuate 
ing in pretty intelligible terms, that the other was a 
finishea coquet : and indeed they spared not, in an 
indirect manner, to accuse each other of every ill 
quality in human nature. How this recommended 
them to their lovers, I know not ; but it made their 
company, partly through compassion, and partly 
through indignation, so unpleasant to me, that as soon 
as I could, consistent with civility, I took my leaver 
and closed this agreeable day with a married couple^ 
the motive of whose coming together was said to be 
love, for no other could well be assigned for it. They 
had been married some years, but had no children ; 
which I soon found was no small grief to the hus" 
band, by his talking in raptures of every prattlin<^ 
child he had met with abroad \ to which the \vil« 
always answered, that she was sick of hearing of no- 
thing but the monkey tricks of a parcel of senseless 
brats. As they were both people of tolerable under* 
standing, and were said to be very fond of rcadin^)^, I 
endeavoured to turn the discourse into another ciian4 
nel, which was pretty easily done, and they witK 
gieat readiness entered into a conversation on playa 
and books of amusement. But here a^ain not a 
single character could be mentivoncd, wltliuut causing 
a w.irm dispute between the husband and wife : she 
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most oatrageoosly inveighed agaiost ererjr example of 
a kind aDcl obliging wue, whose befaaTiour^ she said, 
was the effect of a paltry meanneM of spirit ; while 
he buret out in raptures on the happiness of every 
libertine, who was not bound by the uneasy fetters (x 
matrimony. Both had some poetical passage ready 
to repeat m support of their decisions ; and their eyet 
were altecnatefy cast towards me. as claiming my ap. 
probation. 

Could I possibly want to be farther informed of 
their private history ? Or can I claim to myself aoy 
peculiar penetration, for saying that Mr. Jj it 

erown sick of his Vrife, and is a man of pleasmv aod 
mtrigue ; and that she leads him a weary life from 
suspicion of his amours, being resolved not to incor 
that censure of mean-spiritedness, which she cast oo 
every character that exemplified any decree of patience 
and acquiescence towards a husrand? Nay, without 
the least spark of divination, I will venture to fbretel, 
that Mr. B , driven from his own house by the 
petulance and clamours of his wife, will spend most 
of his time with some favourite courtezan, whose in- 
terest it is to engage him by cheerfulness and good- 
humour : and that Mrs. B-- — , piqued at the neglea 
of her charms, may possibly revenge the inconstancy 
of her husband, by sacrificing her own virtue and ho- 
Bour. 

If, Sir, you can prevail with people not to wxpose 
themselves in this manner, and can persuade them, 
that Good-humour would be a more agreeable enter- 
tainment to their g^uests, than the most cosdy provi- 
sions ; you will certainly do an essential piece of ser- 
vice to society, and vou may command all the assist- 
ance in the power of 

^\ Your most obedient, &c. 

Myrtilla. 
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•uch fiite pursues the votaries of praise. 

TO THB ADVENTURER. 

To a benevolent disposition^ every state of IkTq will sS* 
ford some opportunities of contributing to the welfare 
of mankind. Opulence and splendour are enabled to 
dispel the cloud of advesity, to drj up the tears of the 
widow and the orphan, and to mcrease the felicity 
of all around them ; their exaniple will animate vir* 
tue, and retard the progress otvice. And even in- 
digence and obscurity, though without power to confer 
happiness, may at least prevent misery, and apprize 
those who are blinded by their passions that they are 
pn the brink of irremediable calamity. 

Pleased, therefore, with the thought of recovering 
others from that foUv which has embittered my own 
days, I have presimied to address the Adventurer from 
the dreary mansions of wretchedness and despair, of 
which the gates are so wonderfully constructetl, as to 
fly open for the reception of strangers, though they giie 
impervious as a rock of adamant .to such as «x^ 
wilhin them : 

Facilu dacentus Avtrui ; 
Nottei atque dies fatet atrijanua Dith .* 
Sed revoeare gradum, superaiftu evadere ad wrM*% 
Hoc o/M, b'u labor est, VXROl 

The gates of hell are open oight and day ; 
Smooth the descent, and easy is the way : 
But to return and view the cheerful skies ; 
In this the usk and mighty labour Ue«| DRYDElli 



Suffer me to acquaint you, Sir, that I have glittered 
at the ball, and sparkled in the circle ; that I have 
had the ham)ine88 to be the unknown favourite of an 
unknown lady at the masquerade, have been the de« 
]ight of tables of the fii%t fashion, and the envy of my 
brother beaux ; and to descend a little lower, it is, I 
believe, still remembered, that Messrs. Velours and 
d'Espagne stand indebted 'for' a grrbatpatrt of' their 
present influence at Guildhall, to the elegance of my 
shape, and the graceful freedom of my carriage. 
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See the wild purchase of the bold aad vain. 
Where every bliss is bought with equal pain ! 

As I entered into the world very young, with ai 
elegant person and a large estate, it was not long be- 
fore I disentangled myself from the shackles of reli- 
gion ; for I was determined to the pursuit of pleasure, 
which according to my notions consisted in tne unre- 
strained and unlimited gratification of every passion 
and every appetite \ and as this could not be ootained 
under the frowns of a perpetual dictator, I consider- 
ed religion as my enemy ; and proceeding to treat 
her wim contempt and derision, was not a little de- 
lighted, that the unfashionableness of her appearance, 
and the unanimated uniformity of her motions, afford- 
ed frequent opportunities for the sallies of my ima- 
gination. 

Conceiving now that I was sufficiently qualified to 
laugh away scruples, I imparted my remarks to those 
among my female favourites, whose virtue I intended 
tQ attack ; for I was well assured, that pride would be 
able to make but a weak defence, when religion was 
subverted ; nor was my success below ray expecta- 
tion : the love of pleasure is too strongly implanted in 
th( female breast| to suffer them scrupulously to cxa- 
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mine the.vaUdity of arguments desighed to weaken re- 
straint ; all are easily led to believe, that whatever 
thwarts their idcUnation must be wrong : little more, 
therefore, was required, than by the addition of some 
circumstances, and the exaggeration of others, to 
make merriment supply the place of demonstration ; 
nor was I so senseless as to offer arguments to such 
as could not attend to them, and with whom a re- 
partee or catch would more effectually answer the 
same purpose. This being effected, there remained 
only * the dread of the world :' but Roxana soared 
too high, to think the opinion of others worthy her no- 
tice ; Lxtitia seemed to think of it only to declare, 
4 that if all her hairs were worlds,' she should reckon 
them * well lost for love ;' and Pastorella fondly con- 
ceived, that she could dwell for ever by the side of 
a, bubbling fountain, content with her swaiii and fleecy 
care ; without considering that stillness and solitude 
can afford satisfaction only- to innocence. 

It is not the desire of new acquisitions, but the glory 
of conquests, that fires the soldier's breast ; as indeed 
the town is seldom worth much, wh^n it has suffered 
the devastations of a . siege ^ so that though I did 
not openly declare the effects of my own prowess, 
which is forbidden by the laws of honour, it cannot 
be supposed that I was very solicitous to bury my re- 
putation, or to hinder accidental discoveries. To have 
gained one victory, is an inducement to hazard a se- 
cond engagement : and though the success of the ge- 
•neral should be a reason for increasing the strength of 
-the fortification, it becomes, with many, a pretence for 
an immediate surrender, under the notion that no 
power is able to withstand so formidable an adversary.; 
while others brave the danger, and think it mean 
to surrender, and dastardly to fly. Melissa, indeed, 
knew better ; and though she could not boast the 
;»pathy, steadiness, and inflexibility of a CatO} wanted 

u 2 
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not the more prudent virtue of Scipio, and gained the 
▼ictory by declining the contest. 

You must noty however, imagine, that I was, dur- 
ing this state of abandoned libertinism, so fully coo* 
vinced of the fitness of my own conduct, as to be free 
fiom uneasiness. I knew very well, that I might 
jiistly be deemed the pest of society, and that such 
proceedings must terminate in the destruction of my 
health and fortune ; but to admit thoughu of this kind 
was to live upon the rack : I fled, therefore, to the re- 

§ions of mirth and jollity, as they are called, and en- 
eavoured with Burgundy, and a continual rotation of 
company, to free myself from the pangs of reflection. 
From these orgies we frequently sallied forth in quest 
of adventures, to the no small terror and conitemation 
of ail the sober stragglers that came in our way) 
and though we never injured, like our illustrious pro- 
genitors, the Mohocks, either life or limbs ; yet we 
have in the midst of Covent-Garden buried a taylor, 
who had been troublesome to some of our fine gentle- 
men, beneath a heap of cabbage-leaves and stalks, 
with this conceit, 

Satia te caule quern semper eupUtu 

Glut yourself with cabbage, of which you have always be:a 
greedy. 

There can be no reason for mentioning the com- 
mon exploits of breaking windows and bruising the 
watch ; unless it be to tell you of the device of pro- 
ducing before the justice broken lanthorns, which have 
been paid for a hundred times : or their appearance 
with patches on their heads, under pretence of being 
cut by the sword that was never drawn : nor need I 
say any thing of the more formidable attack of sturdy 
chairmen, armed with poles ; by a slight stroke of 
which the pride of Ned Revel's face was at once laid 
flat, and that eflected in an instant, which its most 
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mortal foe had for years essayed in vain. I shall 
pass over the accidents that attend attempts to scale 
Endows, and endeavours to dislodge signs from their 
hooks : there are many * hair-breadth 'scapes/ besides 
those in the * imminent deadly breach ;' but the rake's 
life, though it be equally hazardous with that of the 
soldier, is neither accompanied with present honour 
nor with pleasing retrospect : such is, and such ought 
to be the difference, between the enemy and the pre- 
server of his country. 

Amidst such giddy and thoughtless extravagance^ 
it will not seem strange, that I was often the dupe of 
coarse flattery. When Mons. L' Allonge assured me 
that I thrust quart over arm better than any man in 
England, what could I less than present him with a 
sword that cost me thirty pieces ? I was bound ^r 
a, hundred pounds for Tom Trippet, because he had 
declared that he would dance a minuet with any man 
in the three kingdoms except myself But I often 
parted with money against my inclination, either be- 
cause I -u'anted the resolution to refuse, or dreaded 
the appellation of a niggardly fellow ; and I may be 
truly said to have squandered my estate, without ho- 
nour, without friends, and without pleasure. The last 
may, perhaps, appear strange to men unacquainted with 
the masquerade of life : I deceived others, and I en- 
deavoured to deceive myself: and have worn the 
face of pleasantly and gaiety, while my heart suffered 
the most exquisite torture. 

By the instigation and encouragement of my friends, 
I became at length ambitious of a seat m parlia* 
ment ; and accordingly set out for the town of Wali- 
jop in the West, where my arrival was welcomed by a 
thousand throats, and I was in three days sure of a mar 
jority : but after drinking out one hundred and fifty 
hogsheads of wine, and brilnng two-thirds of the 
corporatioa twice orer, I had the mortification ta 
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find, tliat thie borough had been before vAd to Mr. 
Cointly. 

In a life of this kind, my fortune, though consider- 
iUe, waf presently dissipated ; and as the attraction 
grows more strong the nearer any body approaches the 
earthy when once a man begins to sink into porerty, 
he fails with Telocity always increasing ; every supply 
is jmrchased at a higher and higher price, and every 
omce of kindness obtained with greater and greater 
diffiailty. Having now acquainted yon with my state 
of elevation, I shall, if you encourage the contint!- 
ance of my correspondence, shew you by what steps I 
descended from a first floor in Pall-Malfto myprcWot 
habitation., 

T I am. Sir, 

Your humble Servant, 
MISARGYRUS. 



/ 
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«i ' * Celcbrare domestUa facta, 

HOR. 
Wc find fit subjects for our verse at home. 

ROSCpM, 

TO THE ADVENTURER. 

SIR, 

One of the improvements of life in which the present 
age has excelled all that have gone before is the quick 
circulation of intelligence, the UithM and easy commu- 
nication of events past and future, by the multitude 
of newspapers which have been contrived to amuse or 
inform us. But as these performances, whether daily 
or weekly, are commonly the productions of industn- 
ous indigence, unacquainted with the higher classes of 
mankind, my contemporaries have left to me the pro- 
vince of relating what immediately^ passes in the 
fashionable world. I shall, therefore, give up to my 
brother journalists the dreams of politicians, the disputes 
of empires, and the fluctuations of commerce ; and 
apply myself intirely to that more important business 
which claims every one's attention that has the ha{^i- 
ness of living within the circle of politeness. I have 
accordingly formed the plan of a new paper calculated 
solely for high life, in which will be contained a pe- 
riodical account of the rise, progress, and declension 
of fashions ; and a f^^thfid recital of every remarkable 
occurrence among persons of figure and distinction. 
The usefulness and entertainment of such a paper, are 
too evident to need any observation ; and, to give you 
a comprehensive view of my design, and make it uni* 
Tersally knowDy I hsre sent you the following specimea^ 



THE BEAU-MONDE i 

OR, 

THE GENTLEMAN AND LATfY*8 POLITE 

INTELLIGENCER. 

Yesterday arrived a Mail from Bath. 

We hear that a certain great Lady» having com* 
plained to a certain great Lord, that the wond was 
80 ill-natured as to say her retreat into the country was 
in order to lie-in, and that she had even been delivered 
of Twins, * Madam,' said my Lord, * I make it a 
rule never to believe above half of what the world says.* 

Advices from Hyde Park bring accounts of a 
bloody battle fought the Sd instant, N. S. between 
Captam Dreadnought and Lieutenant Fury, in which 
both were honourably run through the body. 

Letters from New-market assure us, that the horse 
are actually in motion and exercise every day ; whence 
it is conjectured, that they will take the ^eld, and 
enter upon action some time in April. A list of 
the forces is already drawn up by the nrst aid-de-camp, 
the Honourable Reginald Heber, Esq. ' 

An express arrived yesterday from France, when 
the privy-council met in Tavistock-street for the dis- 
patch of fashions. The British manufacturers had 
leave to withdraw their petitions, and the fan makers' 
address was ordered to lie upon the table*. 

Orders were issued from Lady Chamberlain's office, 
for all Peeresses, &c. not to wear any caps in fiill 
dress, and to make use of grey powder. The men to 
wear wire wigs, or their own hair frizzled up to the 
top, without hats. The muffs to expire the first 
of May next. 

On Tuesday last a pair of white-heePd shoes made 
Its appearance in the Park, and the next day wai 19^ 
<ompanied by a pair of sihrer clock'd stockiDjgt. 
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According to the latest observations the hoops are 
found to have increased two-tenths of an inch in dia- 
meter, and the hats to have decreased two-fifths in the 
brim. 

At the last Masquerade it was computed that 
there were near eighteen hundred people, men, women, 
and children. The most remarkable were three naked 
ladies representing the Graces, two dancing bears, 
and-^^mbazeen devil. Lady Bubble-Bet lost seven 
hundred guineas, and my Lord Stake is said to have 
won fifteen hundred. The company departed in good 
order at break of day. 

Both Playhouses perform, as usual, every night td 
crowded audiences. Lady Frolick, chusing to mob 
it in the gallery the first night of the new play, lost 
her pink shade, half her petenlair, and one shoe in 
getting in. Mrs. Vale and Lady Stickford may be 
heard and seen every night at one or the other house. * 

A petition signed by seventy-two routs, thirty-five 
drums, fifteen drum-majors and eleven hurricanes, is 
prepared against the bill for laying an additional duty 
on the Ace of Spades. And we hear that, in conse« 
c^uence of the New Stile, a bill is to be brought in 
for altering the diurnal caloulation of time. It is pro- 
posed, that the morning be put back twelve hours, and 
IS not to commence till twelve at noon ; noon and 
night to be annihilated, and the evening not to. end 
till day-break. This is agreeable to the practice of all 
the fashionable world ; and the company of Stationers 
will have orders to prepare a new almanack, upon the 
occasion, in order to bind up with future court-calendars. 

By private letters from Bath we are informed, that 
a vast concourse of people are coming in daily, but 
they have little or no company. Miss Su^n Sly, who 
lately went thither for the recovery of her health, ia 
tafsly brought to bed of a son and no hdr, to thf 
great grief of that aoble £unily. 
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We hear that a treaty of marriage Is oo foot, and 
will speedily be consummated between Patrick Mac 
Lacklaady Esq. and Miss Polly Perty a lady of great 
merit and beaut y i n her pocket. 

Last Monday died at her Ladyship's house in 
Grosvenor-Square^ Miss Cloe, only l^Mlog of tbe 
Countess of Fiddle Faddle. 

On Sunday last a terrible fire broke out at Lady 
brag's, occasioned by the following accident; Mn: 
Overall the housekeeper, having lost three rubbers at 
whist running, without holding a. swabber, (notwith- 
standing she had changed chairs, furzed the cards, and 
ordered Jemmy the foot-boy to sit cross legged for 
good luck) grrew out of all patience ; and uking ujf 
die devil's books, as she called them, flung them into 
the fire, and the flames spread to the steward's room ; 
but by the timely assistance of Mrs. Cook* Mrs. 
Chambermaid, and Mrs. Lady's own Woman, they 
were prevented from doing any considerable damage. 

A BILL OF MARRIAGES, BURIALS, DISEASES, AND 
CASUALTIES FOR THE LAST WEEK. 

Married, in Church . • • , • 2 

at May Fair • • • • 11 

at the Fleet 27 

Buried, in the Country , . 142 

DISEASES. 

Abortion 2 

Aged 

Broken heart, by husbands 34 

Child-bed, in private •....••. 5 

Consumption, of the pocket 73 

Colds, caught at places of diversion • . . 500 

Excessive gaming ••••»•••• 99 

Bad livers . , . , , XOOO 

Mortification •• $ 
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Overflowing of the gall 52 

Rash 7 

Small PoXy loss of beauty by it 2S 

Spleen 13 

Surfeit 18 

Still4)om . . , 8 

Stifled, after birth 19 

T3rmpanie8) alias drums 7 

Vapours \ 18 

CASUALTIES. 

Teeth, loss of 84 

Stabbed, in the reputation 12 

Horn mad 95 

Bit by a mad lap-dog 1 

Turned oflP a ladder 2 

Killed, in duels • • 7 

Found dead, drunk •••••••• 81 

Kicked and pulled by the ears 1 

High Mall at St. James's Park, twenty-five minutes 

after Two. 

Faro-bank Stock 3601. l-half. Hazard ditto 2701. 
3-8th8. Ditto Tallies 501. to 4001. 1.4th. Sinking 
Fund, no price. Brag circulation, uncertain. Opera 
Subscription, no price. Assembly ditto 521. 10s. 
Concert ditto, 1st Subscription, no price. Ditto, 
2d Subscription ditto. Ditto New, 1st Subscription 
21. 12s. 6d. to 31. 38. Ditto 2d Subscription 10s. 6d. 
to 4h 4s. Irish lottery. Books shut. Benefit Ticket! 
2s. to 8s. to 5s. to 50l. Debts of honour transfer- 
able at White's, no price. 

Thus, Sir, I have explained the method that I in- 
tend to follow, and imparted some of the materials of 
which my paper will consist : and as I doubt not of its 
universal circulation among persons of quality, I shall, 
in imitation of other papers^ give admittance to all 
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those advertisements which are more umnediately con- 
nected with my scheme ; such as of plays and panto- 
mimeS) masquerades, ridottos, assemblies, oratonosi 
concerts, the animal comedians, Vauxhall, Raoelagh, 
Ruckholt'house, Kendal-house, ^c. &c. &c. Auctioiu 
of china, knick-knacks, and cockle-«heils ; Pinchbeck'c 
repository ; parrots, puppies, and monkies, lost, stoleoi 
or strayed. — -Also for wives, hnsbaods, aod mistresses ; 
masquerade habits, and .masksi — tootb-ppwders, lip- 
salves, and beautifying lotions — ^Mrs. Giles's fine com- 
pound at a Guinea an ounce— the ladies' court sticking 
plaister— rand the new invented. powd^ for shaving. 
Then among the articles of books. Duke's Art of 
Dancing, for the instruction of Grown Geotlemen — 
The Ladies' Memorandum Book-— Historical List of 
Horse R^ces — Calculation for laying the odds at any 
Game — Hoyle . on the SciencQS — ¥lew Novels, and 
other fashionable Books pf Entertaimnem;. 
A 1 9m, 8^9 

Your very humble Servant, 

J. TATTLE. 
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Nigrii squora ventis 

£mirabitur iru»Uns, 

Qui nuttc Ufruitur credulus aureS^ 
'i^tii semfer vacuttm, semper amabllem 
!SperM*t utttiu* aura 

JMiath / HOR» 

How often shall th* unpractis*d youth 
Of altar'dgods and injur*d truth. 

With tears, alas ! complain ! 
•Hour- soon behold with wond*ring •¥€$ 
The .bUck*ntng winds tempestuous rise. 

And scowl along the m-)in ! 
While by his easy faith betray *d. 
He now enjoys thee, golden muid, 

Thus amiable and kind ; 
He ibndly hopes that you shall prore 
Thus ever vacant to his love, 

Ner Jbeeds the faitliless wind. f RANClS», 

THELadies, to whom I lately addressed somethoughti 
|]|)bn the choice of a husband, I shall to-day consider 
06 married ; aod as I am rery far from thinking that 
th^ may naw sit down in negligent security, and 
Temit at iOince their assiduity and circumspection, 
I shall warn them of some opinions of which this 
jcondact is the consequence, detect some errors by 
which the general intention of good-nature may be 
ciisappointed, and endeavour to put them upon their 
guard against some propensities by which it may be 
civerbome. 

VOL. UUI« X 



It is now necessary to remind thenSy that the pas- 
sion which is supposed to animate the lover, the pas- 
sion which is represented by flames and darts» which 
swells the bosom with perpetual rapture, and neither 
changes its object nor loses its ardour, exists only m 
poetry and romance. The real passion which wit 
and folly have thus concurred to disguise, is sulijectto 
disgust and satiety, is excited by novelty* and fine- 
quently extinguished by possession. 

It is also equally true, that a refined and ab- 
stracted friend^ip between persons of * different 
sexes, a union of souls to which the corporal passion 
is merely accidental, is only to be fbuod in the wriu 
ings of those enthusiasts, who have addressed the 
world from a cave or a college, and perhaps denied 
the force of desires which they could not sobdue ; or 
in the professions of insidious hypocrites, who have 
endeavoured thus to gain a confidence, which they 
intended only to abuse. But there is an esteem whicn 
is meliorated by love, and a love that is elevated by 
esteem ; a kind of mixed affection, peculiar to man- 
kind as beings compounded of instinct and reason, or, 
in other words, of body and mind. This is that roe- 
cies of affection, upon which the supreme or pecuuar 
happiness of marriage depends, and which can scarce 
be preserved without a constant attention and perpe- 
tual efFoits. 

As love without esteem is volatile and capricious ; 
esteem without love is languid and cold. I am 
afraid that many men, whose wives have possessed 
their esteem, have yet lavished their fortune and their 
fondness upon a mistress ; and that the love of others, 
however ardent, has been quickly aliegated, because it 
was not dignified and supported by esteem. 

Though good-nature does indeed participate the 
pains and l£e pleasures of others, and may, there- 
fore, be coosiJcrtrJ as a constant and forcible mo- 
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live to commatiicate happiness and alleviate misery ; 
yet it is at best but the imperfect excellence of im- 
perfect beings, whose immediate gratifications are 
often selfish, and such as folly or vice render incom- 
patible with the true happiness of the individual, and 
of each other. 

As there is not perhaps, upon earth, any couple,' 
whose natural dispositions and relish of life are so 
perfectly similar, as that their wills constantly coin- 
cide ; so it must sometimes happen that the immedi- 
ate pleasure of indulging opposite inclinations, will be 
greater than a participation of that pleasure, which 
would arise to the other if this indulgence should be 
forborne : but as to forbear this mdulgence can 
never fail to conciliate esteem, it should always be 
considered as a means of happiness, and rather as an 
advantage than a loss ; especially if it be true, that 
the indulgence itself, in these circumstances, never 
gives the pleasure that it promises. 

Lady Charlotte Sprightly, the wife of a young 
Baronet, was dressing for an assembly a few nights 
ago, when Sir Harry came in. * My dear Chaf- 
lotte,' says he, * I am sorry that you are going out 
to-night ; for my cousin George is just arrived from 
the £ast>Indies : I have invited him to sup ; and as 
he has never seen you, I promised him your com- 
pany.' * Nay, dear Sir Harry,' replied the lady, 
* do not ask me to stay at home to-night ; you know 
I am fond of dancing, and now my fancy is set upon 
going, I am sure you will not disappoint me.' Sir 
Harry, who was truly good-natured, would not uige 
her to stay; for to stay with apparent reluctance, 
would not have gratified his wish. She perceived 
that he was secretly displeased ; however, away 
she went. But as she had not less good-naturq 
than Sir Harry, she suffered so much pain by re-> 
fleeting on the pain she had given him, that she 

X 2 



232 ADVENTURER* H* 36, 

often wished herself at home. Thus she ofiended the 
delicacy of his affection > by preferring a dance to the 
quiet of his mind; and forfeited part of the esteem^ 
which was due to that very good-nature by which she 
lost the enjoyment of the night. 

In this instance, the pain inflicted upon the hoi* 
band, was accidental to the private grratification pro« 
posed by the wife. But there is a passion very diner- 
ent both from malice and rage, to the gratification o£ 
which the pain of another is sometimes essentially; 
necessary. This passion, which, though its efects 
are often directly opposite to goo<L4iature^ is yet per- 
haps predominant in every breast, and indulged ar 
H^hatever risque, is vanity. 

To a gratification of vanity, at the expence of 
reciprocal esteem, the wife is certainly under much 
stronger temptation than the hu^>aQd: and 1 warn 
the ladies against it, not only with more zeal, but 
with greater hope of success ; because those only 
who have superior natural abilides, or have received 
uncommon advantages from education, haive it in their 
power. 

Successfully to rally a wife, confers no honour 
upon a husband ; the attempt is regarded rather as 
an insult than a content ; it is exulting in a mascu- 
line strength, to which she makes no pretensions, and 
brandishing weapons she is not supposed to have skilf 
to wield. 

For the same reasons, to confute or to ridicule a 
husband with an apparent superiority of knowledge 
or of wit, affords all the parade of triumph to a wife ; 
it is to be strong where weakness is no reproachf 
and to conquer when it would not have been disho- 
nourable to fly. But these circumstances, which 
increase the force of the temptation, will be found 
to afford proportionate motives to resist it : whaU 
ever adds to tne glory of the victor, adds equally t<^ 
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the dishonour bf the vanquished ; and that which 
can exalt a wife only by degrading a husband, will 
appear upon the whole not to be worth the acquisition, 
even though it could be made without changing 
fondness to resentment, or provoking jealousy by an 
impHcation of contempt. If the ladies do not per- 
ceive the force of this argument, I earnestly request 
that they would for once trust implicitly to my judg" 
inent ; a request which, however extraordinary^ is not 
unreasonable ; because in this instance the very vanity 
which hides truth from them, must necessarily disco- 
▼er it to me. 

But if good-nature is sufHciently vigorous to se- 
cure the esteem of reason, it may yet be too negligent 
to gratify the delicacy of love : it must, therefore, 
not only be steady, but watchful and assiduous ; beau- 
ty must suffer no diminution by inelegance, but 
every charm must contribute to keep the heart 
which it contributed to win ; whatever would have 
been concealed as a defect from the lovei^ must 
with yet greater diligence be concealed from the hus- 
band. The most intimate and tender familiarity can- 
not surely be supposed to exclude decorum ; and 
there is a delicacy in every mind, which is disgusted 
at the breach of it, though every mind is not suffici- 
ently attentive to avoid giving an offence which it hai 
often received. . 

I shall conclude this paper, as I did my last, on 
the same subject, with a general remark. As they 
who possess less than they expected cannot be 
happy, to expatiate in chimerical prospects of feli- 
city IS to insure the anguish of disappointment, and 
to lose the power of enjoying whatever may be 
possessed. Let not youth, therefore, imagine, that 
with all the advantages of nature and education, 
marriage will be a constant reciprocation of delight^ 
over which, externals will have little inHuend^i aadL 

X 3 
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which time will rather change than destroy. Then 
is no perpetual source of dehght bat Hope ! so im- 
perfect is the utmost temporal happiness^ that tt 
KAsess it all, is to lose it. We enjoy that which iif 
fore us ; but when nothing more is possible^ all that 
is attained is insipid. Such is the condition of this 
life : but let us not, therefore, think it of no raloe ; 
for to be placed in this life^ is to be a candidate for 2 
Mtcf. 



^^^■■b 



IT 37. TUESDAY, MARCH 13, 1753. 



Calumniari si quh autem volutrit^ 

^ad arborgs loquMftiury non ianttttm fere t 

JFietis J9€ari fnt meminerit fabulis, PHiEXX 

Let those whom folly prompts to sneer, 
I5c told we sport with fable here ; 
Be told, that brutes can morals teach* 
And trees like soundest casuists preach. 

Though it be generally allowed, that to commum* 
catc happiness is the characteristic of virtue, yet 
this happiness is seldom considered as extending 
beyond our own species ; and no man is thought to 
become vicious, by sacrificing the life of an animal 
to the pleasure of hitting a mark. It is, however, 
certain that by this act mofe happiness is destroyed 
than produced ; except it be supposed, that haj^nett 
should be estimated, not in proportion to its degree 
only, but to the rank of the being by whom it is en« 
joyed ] but this is a supposition, which perhaps can* 
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DOt easily be nipported. Reason, from which alone 
man derives his superiority, should, in the present 
question, be considered only as Sensibility : a blow 
produces more pain to a man, than to a brute ; be- 
cause to a man it is aggravated by a sense of indig- 
nity, and is felt as often as it is remembered ; in the 
brute it produces only corporal pain, which in m 
short time ceases for ever. But it may be justly 
asserted that the same degree of pain in both sub- 
jects, is in the same degree an evil ; and that it can- 
not be wantonly inflicted, without equal violation 
of right. Neither does it follow from the contrary 
positions, that man should abstain from animal food i 
for by him that kills merely to eat, life is sacrificed 
only to life ; and if man had lived upon fruits and 
herbs, the greater part of those animals which die 
to furnish hie table, would never have lived ; instead 
of increasing the breed a6 a pledge of plenty, he would 
have been compelled to destroy them to prevent a 
famine^ 

There is great difference between killing for food 
and for spoit. To take pleasure in that by which 
pain is inflicted, if it is not vicious, is dangerous ; 
and every practice which, if not criminal in itself 
yet wears out the 83rmpathizing sensibility of a ten- 
der mind, must render human nature proportionably 
less fit for society. In my pursuit of^ this train of 
thought^ I considered the inequality Vith which 
happiness appears to be distributed among the bruto 
efeation, as different animals are in a diflerent de- 
gree exposed to the capricious cruelty of mankind ; 
and in the fervor of my miagination, I began to think 
k possible that they might participate in a futuro 
retribution ; especially as mere nEiattjer and morion 
approach no nearer to sensibility, than to thought a 
and he, who will not venture to deny that brutet 
have sensibility^ shoijd aot haitBy pixmoufice, thsnc 
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they have only a material exittenoe. While my 
mind was thus busiedy the evening stole imperceptibly 
away ; and at length morning succeeded to midniglit: 
mv attention was remitted by degrees^ and I fell 
asleep in my chair. 

Though the labours of memory and judgmeot 
were now at an end, yet fancy was still busy : by 
this roving wanton I was conducted through a dark 
avenue, which after many windings, terminated in a 
place which she told me was the elysium of birds 
and beasts. Here I beheld a great variety of ani« 
male, whom I perceived to be endowed with reason 
and speech: this prodigy, however, did not raise 
astonishment, but curiosity. I was impatient to 
learn what were the topics of discourse in such an 
assembly ; and hoped to gain a valuable addition to 
my remarks upon human life. For this purpose I 
approached a Horse and an Ass, who seemed to 
be engaged in serious conversation ; but I approach- 
ed with great caution and humility : for I now con- 
sidered them as in a state superior to mortality; 
and I feared to incur the contempt and indignation, 
which naturally rise at the sight of a tyrant who is 
divested of his power. My caution was, however, 
unnecessary, for they seemed wholly to disregard 
me, and by degrees I came near enough to overhear 
tliem. 

* If I had perished,' said tlie Ass, ' when I was 
dismissed from the earth, I think I should have been 
a User by my existence : for during my whole life, 
there was scarce an interval of an hour, in which I 
did not suffer the accumulated misery of blows, 
hunger, and fatig^. When I was a colt, I was 
stolen by a Gipsey, who placed two children upon 
my back in a pair of panniers, before I had perfectly 
acquired the habit of carrying my own weight with 
steadiaei9 and dexterity. By hard fare and ill 
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treatment, I quickly became blind ; and when the 
family, to which I belonged, went into their winter 
quarters in Norwood, I was staked as a bet agabst 
a couple of geese, which had been found by a fellow 
who came by, driving before him two of my bre- 
thren, whom he had overloadied with bags of sand : 
a halfpenny was thrown up ; and, to the inexpressible 
increase of my calamity, the dealer in sand was the 
winner. 

* When r came to town I was harnessed with my 
two wretched associates to a cart, in which my new 
master had piled up his commodity till it would hold 
no more. The load was so disproportionate to our 
strength, that it was with the utmost difficulty and 
labour dragged very slowly over the rugged pay?- 
jnent of the streets, in which erery stone was an al- 
most insuperable obstacle to our progress. One 
morning very early, as we were toiling up Snow- 
hill with repeated efforts of strength, that was stimu- 
lated even to agony, by the incessant strokes of g 
whip, which had already laid our lobs bare even to 
the bone ; it happened, that being placed b the 
shafts, and the weight pressing hard upon me, I fell 
down. Our driver regarded my misfortune, not 
with pity but ragei and the moment he turned 
about, he threw a stick with such violence at my 
head, that it forced out my eye, and passing through 
the socket into the brain, I yra9 instantly dismissed 
from that misery, the comparison of which with my 
present state constitutes great part of its felicity. 
But you, surely, if I may judge by your stature, and 
the eleganqe of your make, was among the favoufr 
ites of mankind; you was placed in a higher and 
happier station ; you was not the slave of indigence, 
but tlie pride of greatness ; your labour was sportj^ 
and- your reward was triumph, cafe, p\enty an4 %^? 
J^^anqe,* 
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* It 18 true,' replied the Steed, * I was a favourite ; 
but what avails it to be the favourite of caprice, ava« 
rice and barbarity ? My tyrant was a wretch, who 
had gained a considerable fortune by play, particu- 
larly by racing* I had won him many large simu ; 
but being at length excepted out of every match, 
as having no equal^ he regarded even my excellence 
with malignity, when tt was no longer subservient 
to his interest. Yet I still lived in ease and plenty ; 
and as he was able to sell even my pleasures, 
though my labour was become useless, I had a se- 
raglio in which there was a perpetual succession of 
new beauties. At last, however,, another competi- 
tor appeared: I enjoyed a new triumph by antici- 
pation ; I rushed into the field, panting for the con- 
quest ; and the first heat I put my master in pos- 
session of the stakes, which amounted to one thou- 
sand pounds. The proprietor of the mare that I 
had distanced, notwithstanding this disgrace, de- 
clared with great zeal, that she should run the next 
day against any gelding in the world, for double the 
sum : my master immediately accepted the challenge, 
and told him, that he would the next day produce a 
gelding that should beat her : but what was my asto- 
nishment and indignation, when I discovered that he 
most cruelly and fraudulently intended to qualify me 
for this match upon the spot; and to saciifice my 
life at the very moment in which every nerve should 
be strained in his service ! 

* As I knew it would be in vain to resist^ I suffer- 
ed myself to be bound ; the operation was performed, 
and I was instantly mounted and spurred on to the 
goal. Injured as I was, the love of glory was still 
superior to the desire of revenge : I determined to 
die as I had lived, without an equal ; and having again 
jyon the race, I sunk down at the post in an agony> 
vlxich soon after put an end to my Ijfe.' 
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When I had heard this horrid narratare, which 
indeed I remembered to be true, I turned about in 
honest confusion, and blushed that I was a Man. 
But my reflections were interrupted by the notes of 
a Blackbird, who was singing the story of his own 
fate with a melody that irresistitiy compelleti my 
attention. By this gentle and hannoiliout * being, 
I was not treated with equal contempt ; fae perceived 
that I listened with curiosity, and, interrupting his 
song, * Stranger,' says he, < though I am, as thou 
seest, in the fields of elysium, yet my happiness is 
not complete ; my mate is still exposed to the mise- 
ries of mortality, and I am still vulnerable in ^er. 
O I stranger, to bribe thy friendship, if peradventure 
it may reach my love, I will gratify the curiosity 
with which thy looks inquire after me. I fell by the 
unprovoked enmity of man, in that season when the 
dictates of nature are love. But let not my censure 
be universal; for as the elegy which I sing, was 
written by a human being, every human being is not 
destitute of compassion, nor deaf to the language in 
which our joys and fears are expressed.'. He then, 
after a sweet though short prelude, made the grove 
again echo with his song. 



The sun had chac'd the winters* snow. 
And kindly loos'd the frost-bound soil ; 

The melting streams began to flow. 
And plowmen urg'd their annual toil* 



'Twas then amid the vernal throng, 
Whom nature wakes to mirth and love, 

A Blackbird rais'd his am'rous song, 
And thus it echo'd through the grove* 



Afid Zt^jrt gently &o the air 1 
Ijrt nt the genial influence own, 
Let u* the Tcrnal paatinie share. 

• The Raven plumei hit jstty wing. 

To please hie croaking paramour ; 
The I^rks responsive lore-tale* aing. 
And tell their pasiions as they soar. 

• But tnwt me, love, the Raven'! wing 

ie not to be compar'd with mine ; 
Nor can the Lxik. so sweetly ting 
As Ij who strength with sweetoeM jouu 



No fonder husband in the grove. 
Nor nose than thee a happier wife. 



* To get thee food I'll range the fields^ 

And cull the best of ev'ry kind j 
Whatever nature's bounty yields. 
Or love's assiduous care can find. 

* And when my lovely mate would strajc. 

To taste the summer's sweets at large. 
At home I'll wait the live-long day. 
And tend at home our in^t charge. 

* When prompted by a mother's care 

Thy warmth shall form th' imprisoned youAgt 
With thee the task I'll fondly share, 
Or cheer thy labours with my song.' 

He ceas'd his song. The mdtin^ dame 

With tender pity heard his stram ; 
She felt, she own'd a mutual flame, 

And hasten'd to relieve his pain. 

He led her to the nuptial bow*r. 

And nestled closely to her side. 
The happiest bridegroom in that hour. 

And she the most enamoured bride. 

Next mom he wak'd her with a song—* 

* Arise ! behold the new-bom day ! 
The Lark his mattin peal has rung ; 

Arise, my love, and come away !* 

Together through the fields they stray'd. 

And to the verdant riv'let's side, 
Renew'd their vows, andhopp'd^nd play*d^ 

With honest joy and decent pride* 

rou xxuu 1 
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But O ! my imne iritfa pain relates 

The mournful seouel of my tale : 
Sent by an order ot the Fates^ 

A gunner met them in the vale. 

Alarm'd, the lover cry'd, « My dear. 
Haste, haste away ; from danger fly ! 

Here, gunner, turn thy vengeance, here! 
O ! spare my love, and let me die.' 

At him the gunner took his aim ; 

The aim he took was much too true ; 
O ! had he chose some other game. 

Or shot as he had us'd to do I * 

Divided pair ! forgive the wrong, 

While I with tears your fate rehearse ; 

I'lljoin the widow's plaintive song. 
And save the lover in my verse. 

The emotions which this song produced in my bosom 
awaked me ; and I immediately recollected, that, 
while I slept, my imagination had repeated * an elegy 
occasioned by shooting a Blackbird on Valentine's 
day,' which had a few days before been communi- 
cated to me by a gentleman, who is not only emi- 
nent for taste, literature, and virtue, but for his zeal 
in defence of that religion, which most strongly in- 
culcates compassion to inferior natures, by the ex- 
ample of its Divine author, who gave the most stu- 
pendous proof of his compassion for ours. 

* Never havmg killed any thing before Or since* 
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PYTHAG. ip. LONQIN* 

Pythagoras being asked in what man could resemUe the Divioit^^ 
justly answered, ' in beneficence and truth.* 

In the Persian chronicle of the five hundred and thirteenth year 
of the Heigyra, it is thus written. 



Of the Letter of Cosrou the Iman. 

It pleased our mighty sovereign Abbas Carascaoy 
from whom the kings of the earth derive honour and 
dominiony to set Mirza his servant over the province of 
Tauris. In the hand of Mirza, the balance of distri- 
bution was suspended with impartiality ; and under 
his administration the weak were protected, the learn- 
ed received honour, and the diligent became rich : 
Mirza, therefore, was beheld by every eye with com- 
placency, and every tongue pronounced blessings 
upon his head. But it was observed that he derived 
no joy from the benefits which he difBised : he be- 
came pensive and melancholy; he spent his leisure 
in solitude ; in his palace he sat motionless upon a 
soBi ; and when he went out, his walk was slow, and 
his eyes were fixed upon the ground : he applied to 
the business of state with reluctance ; and resolved 
to relinquish the toil of government, of which he could 
BO longer enjoy the reward. 

y 2 
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He, therefore, obtained permission to approach the 
throne of our sovereign ; and being asked what was 
his request, he made diis reply I * May the Lord of 
the world forgive the slave whom he has honoured, if 
Mirza presume again to lay the bounty of Abbas at 
liis feet. Thou hast given me the dominion of a 
country, fruitful as the gardens of Damascus ; and a 
city, glorious above all others, except that only which 
reflects the splendour of thy presoace. But tii* 
longest life is a period scarce sufficient to prepre for 
death : all other business is vain and trivial, as the 
toil of emmets in the path of the traveller, under 
whose foot they perish lor ever ; and ail enjoyment 
is unsubstantial and evanescent, as the colours of the 
bow that appears in the interval of a stomu Siaffer 
me, therefore, to prepare for the s^proach of eter- 
nity : let me give up my soul to meditation : let soli- 
tude and silence acquaint me with the mysteries of 
devotion ; let me forget the world, and by the world 
be foi^tten, dll the moment arrives, in which the 
veil of eternity shall fall, and I shall be found at the 
bar of the Almighty.' Mirza then bowed himself to 
the earth, and stood silent.' 

By the command of Abbas it is recorded, that at 
these words he trembled upon that throne, ^ the foot* 
#tool of which the world pays homage ; he looked 
round upon his nobles; but every countenance wat 
pale, and every eye was upon the earth. No roan 

Xncd his mouth ; and the king first broke silence^ 
r it had continued near an hour. 
* Mirza, terror and doubt are come upon me. I 
am alarmed, as a man who suddenly perceives that 
he is near the brink of a precipice, and is urged for- 
ward by an irresistible force : but yet I know not, 
whether my danger is a reality or a dream. I am at 
^ou art, a reptile of the earth ; my life is a moment, 
^d eternity, in wlii^h day§ and ye^s and 4geft an 
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nothing, eternity is before me, for which I also should 
prepare : but by whom then most the Faithful be gro- 
▼enied ? by those only who have no fear of judgment ? 
by those only, whose life is brutal, because like brutes 
they do not consider that they shall die ? Or, who, 
indeed, are the Faitbfid ? Are the busy multitudes 
that croud the city, in a state of perdition ? and is the 
cell of the Dervise alone the gate of paradise? To 
all, the life of a Dervise is not possible: to all, there- 
fore, it cannot be a duty. Depart to the house 
which has in this city been prepared for thy resi- 
dence : I will meditate the reason of thy request ; 
and may he who illuminates the mind of the humble, 
enable me to detennine with wisdom.' 

Mirza departed : and on the third day having re- 
ceived no command, he again requested an audience, 
and it was granted. When he entered the royal pre- 
sence, his countenance appeared more cheerml ; he 
drew a letter from his bosom, and having kissed it, 
he presented it with his right hand. * My Lord/ 
said he, * I have learned by this letter, which I re- 
ceived from Cosrou the Iman, who now stands before 
thee, in what manner life may be best improved. I 
am enabled to look back with pleasure, and forward 
with hope ; and I shall now rejoice still to be the 
shadow of thy power at Tauris, and to keep those 
honours which I so lately wished to resign*' The 
king, who had listened to Mirza with a mixture of 
surprise and curiosity, immediately gave the letter to 
Cosrou, and commanded that it should be read. The 
eyes of the court were at- once turned upon the hoary 
sage, whose countenance was suffused with an hopest 
blush : and it was not without some hesitation that he 
read these words: 

* To Mirza, whom the wisdom of Abba^ qur mi^ty 
.Lord has honoured with doniiihion, be everlastmg 
k^alth ! When I heaid diy purpose to withdraw the 
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blessings of thy government from tho thousands of 
Tauiisy my heart was wounded with the arrow of af- 
fliction, and my eyes became dim with sorrow. But 
who shall speak before the kine, when he is troubled; 
and who shall boast of knowledge^ when he is dis* 
tressed by doubt ? To diee I will relate the eyenu 
of my youthy which thou hast renewed before me ; 
and those truths which they taught me, may the Pro- 
phet multiply to thee. 

* Under the instruction of the physician Aluzar, 
I obtained an early knowledge of hia art. To those- 
who were smitten with disease, I could administer 
plants, which the sun has impregnated with the spi* 
rit of health. But the scenes or pain, languor, and 
mortality, which were perpetually rising before me, 
made me often tremble for myself. I saw the grave 
open at my feet : I determined, therefore, to contem- 
plate only the regions beyond it, and to despise every 
acquisition which I could not keep. I conceived an 
opinion, that as there was no merit but in voluntary 
poverty, and silent meditation, those who desired 
money were not proper objects of bounty,, and that 
by all who were proper objects of bounty, money was. 
despised. I therefore buried mine in the earth ; and 
renouncing society, I wandered into a wild and se- 
questered part of the country : my dwelling was a cave 
by the side of a hill, I drank the running water from 
the spring, and eat such fruits and h^rba as I could 
fmd. To increase the austerity of my life, I fre- 
quently watched all night, sitting at the entrance of 
the cave with my face to the east, resigning myself 
to the secret influence of the Prophet, and expecting 
illuminations from above. One morning after my noc- 
turnal vigil, just as I perceived the horizon glow at 
the approach of the sun, the power of sleep became 
irresistible, and I sunk under it. I imagined myself 
•tiil sitting «t the entigace of my c^ i th4 the oaAvs 
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increased ; and that as I looked earnestly ibr the 
first beam of day, a dark spot appeared to intercept it* 
I perceived that it was in motion:; it increased in size 
as it drew near, and at length I discovered it to be . 
an eaffle. I still kept my eye fixed stedfestly upon 
it, and saw it alight at a small distance, where I now 
descried a fox, whose two fore-legs appeared to be 
broken. Before this fox the eagle laid part of a kid, 
which she had brought in her talons, and then dis- 
appeared. When I awaked, I laid my forehead upon 
the ground, and blessed the Prophet for the instruc- 
tion of the morninjr. I revicwecl my dream, and said 
thus to myself: Cosrou, thou hast done well to rf« 
npunce the tumult, the business, and the vanities of 
life ; but thou hast as yet done it only in part. : thont 
art still every day busied in the search of food ; thy . 
mind is not wholly at rcst^ neither is thy truf t in Pro- 
vidence complete. What art thou taught by this vi* 
sion ? If thou hast seen an eagle commissioned by, 
Heaven to feed a fox that is lame, shall not tlK hand" 
of Heaven also supply thee with food : when that 
which prevents thee fi'om procuring it for tliyself, is, 
not necessity, but devotion ? I was now so con f dent 
of a miraculous supply, that I neglected to walk out 
for my repast, which, after the first day, I ( x])<'ctod: 
with an impatience that left me little power of attend* 
ing to any other object : this impatience, howevcfit 
I laboured to suppress, and persisted in my resolu- 
tion ; but my eyes at length began to fail me, and* 
oiy knees smote each other ; I threw myself back« 
ward, and hoped my weakness would soon increase 
to. insensibility. But I was suddenly rouzed by thee 
voice of an invisible being, who pronounced these 
words : * Cosrou, I am the Angel who, by the com- 
mand, of the Almighty, have registered the thQUghti^ 
of thy heart, which I am now commissioned to i^ 

prove. While tbou yu9^t attempting; tp beonne wiM 
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abofe that which is revealed, thy iblly hat perverted 
the inttnictioo which WM TOQchsaifed thee. Artthon 
disabled at the Fox ? hast thoa not rather the powers 
of the £a^ ? Ante, let the Eagle be the ofc^ of 
thy emulation. To pain and sicknets, be thou again 
the messenger of ease and health. Virtne is not rest 
but action. If thou dost good to man, as an evidence 
of thy love to God, thy vurtne will be exalted from 
moral to divine ; and that happiness which is the 
pledge of Paradise, will be thy reward upon earth.' 

* At these words I was not less astonished than if 
a mountain had been overturned at my feet ; I hum- 
bled myself in the dust ; I returned to the city ; I dug 
up my treasure ; I was liberal, yet I became rich. 
My skill in restoring health to the body, gave me fre- 
quent opportunities of curing the diseases of the soul. 
I put on the sacred vestments ; I grew eminent be- 
yond my merit ; and it was the pleasure of the king 
that I should stand before him. Now, therefore, be 
not ofFcnided ; I boast of no knowledge that I have 
not received ; as the sands of the desert drink up the 
drops of rain, or the dew of the morning ; so do I 
also, who am but dust, imbibe the instructions of the 
Prophet. Believe then that it is he who tells thee, 
ail knowledge is prophane, which terminates in thy- 
self; and by a life wasted in speculation, little even of 
this can be gained. When the gates of Paradise are 
thrown open before thee, thy mind shall be irradiated 
ih a moment : here thou canst little more than pile 
error upon error ; there thou shalt build truth upon 
truth. Wait, therefore, for the glorious vision ; and 
in the mean time emulate the Eagle. Much is in 
thy power ; and, therefore, much is expected of thee. 
Though the Almighty only can give virtue, yet, as a 
prince, thou mayest stimulate those to beneficence, who 
act from no higher motive than immediate interest : 
Abu canst not prodyce the principle, but mayst en- 



force th« practice. The relief of the poor is equal, 
whether they receive it from ostentation or chanty ; 
and the effect of example is the same, whether it 
be intended to obtain the favour of God or man. Let 
thy vir^ebe thu3 diflfuaed; and if thou belieyest with 
reverence, thou shalt be accepted above. FareweU 
May the smile of Him who re«idos in the Heaven of 
Heavens, be upon thee ! and against thy namt in the 
folume of His will, may happiness be written !* . 

The king, whose doubts like those of Mirza were 
now removed, looked up with a smile that communi- 
cated the joy of his mind. He dismissed the prince 
to his government ; and commanded these events to 
be recorded* to the end that posterity may know, 
* that no life is pleading to Grod, but that which is 
jifefu^ to mankind I' 
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Pallas pouT*d swret slumbers on his soul ; 
And balmy di earns, the gift oiscit repote, 
Calrn^M all his paiosi and baniih*d aB hi« woct. 

POPE. 



If every day did not produce fresh inBtances of the 
ingratitude of mankind, we mieht* perhaps, be at 4 
\osSy why 80 hberal and impartiala bei^factor as Sleep, 
should meet with so few historians or panegyrists. 
Writers are so totally absorbed by the business of the 
day, as never to turn their attention to that power, 
whose ofHcious hand so seasonably suspends the bur-i 
then of life : and without whose interposition, maa 
would not be able to endure the fatigue of labour, 
however rewarded, or the struggle with oppositionj* 
Uowever successful. 

Night, though she divides to many the longest 
part of life, and to almost all the most innocent and 
happy, is yet unthankfuUy neglected, except by those 
who pervert her gifts. 

The astronomers, indeed, expect her with im- 
patience, and felicitate themselves upon her arrival ; 
Fontenelle has not failed to celebrate her praises; 
and to chide the sun for hiding from his view the 
worlds, which he imagines to appear in every con- 
QteUation. Nor have the poets been always d^^ 
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ficknt in her praises : ^Glton ha^ obsenred of tht 
Ni^t, that it is * the pleasant time, the cool^ the silent.' 

These men may, indeed, well be expected to ^gf 
particular homage to Night ; since they are indebted 
to her, not only for cessation of pain, but increase 
of pleasure ; not only for slumber, but for knowledge* 
But the greater part of her arowed votaries are the 
sons of luxury ; who appropriate to festivity the hourti 
designed for rest ; who consider the reign of plea*- 
sure as commencing, when day begins to withdravi^ 
her busy multitudes, and c^ses to dissipate attention 
by intrusive and unwelcome variety ; who begin to 
awake to joy when the rest of the world sinks into 
insensibility ; and revel in the soft affluence of flatter*^ 
ing and artificial lights, which 'more shadowy ^ 
off the face of things.' 

Without touching upon the fatal consequen66l 
of a custom, which, as Ramazzini observes, will b^ 
for ever condemned, and for ever retained ; it ma^ 
be observed, that however Sleep may be put off from 
time to time, yet the demand is of so importunate A 
nature, as not to remain long unsatisfied : and i^ 
as some have done, we consider it as the tax of life^ 
we cannot but observe it as a tax that must be 
paid, unless we could cease to be men ; for Alex* 
ander declared, that nothing convinced him that ht 
was not a Divinity, but his not being able to live withf 
out Sleep. 

To live without Sleep in our present fluctuating 
:8tate, however desirable it might seem to the lady ift 
Clelia, can surely be the wish only of the young br 
the ignorant ; to every one else, a perpetual vigil 
will appear to be a state of wretchedness, secondl 
only to that of the miserable beings^ whom Swift 
has in his travels so elegantly described, as ' su* 
premely tursed with immortality.' 

Sleep is necessary to the happy, to prerenl 9l|l 



tiety, and to endear Kfe by a short ^flbsence *, and to 
the miserable, to reHere- them by interrals of qui^ 
1»ife is to most, sueh'aft- coold not be endured with- 
out frequent intermission of existence : Homers 
therefore, has thought it an office worthy of the 
* goddess of wisdom, to lay Ulysses asleep when 
umded on Phseacia. 

It is related of Bflrretier, whose early advances m 
literature scarce any human mind has equalled, that 
he spent twelve hours of the four-and-twenty in Sleep t 
yet this appears, from the bad state of his health, and 
' the shortness of his life, to hare been too small a 
respite for a mind so vigorously and intensely em- 
ployed : it is to be regretted, therefore, that he did 
not exercise his mind- less, and his body more ; since 
by this means, it is highly probable, that though he 
'Would not then have astonished with the blaze of a 
comet, he would yet have ^one with the permanent 
radiance of a fixed star. 

Nor should it be objected, that there have been 
many men who daily spent fifteen or sixteen hours 
in study ; for by some of whom this is reported, it 
has never been done ; others have done it for a 
short time only ; and of the rest it appears, that 
they employed their minds in such operations as 
required neither celerity nor strength, in the low 
(drudgery of collating copies, comparing autho- 
rities, digesting dictionaries, or accumulating com- 
pilations. 

Men of study and imagination are frequently 
lipbraided by the industrious and plodding sons of 
care, with passing too great a part of their life in 
a state oi inaction. But these defiers of Sleep 
•eem not to remember, that though it must be 
granted them that they are crawling about before 
the break of day, it can seldom be said that they 
lu^ perfectly awake; they exhaust no spirits, and 
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require no repairs ; but lie torpid as a toad in marble, 
or at least are known to live only by an incit and 
sluggish loco-motive faculty, and may be said, like si 
wounded snake, to * drag their slow length along.' 

Man has been long known among philosophers, by 
the appeUation of the microcosm, or epitome of the 
world : the resemblance between the gieat and little 
world might, by a rational observer, be detailed to 
many particulai s ; and to many more by a fanciful . 
speculatist. I know not in which of these two classes 
I shall be ranged for observing, that as the total quan- 
tity of light and darkness allotted in the course of tlie . 
year to every region of the eaith is the same, though 
distiibuted at various times and in different poitions ; . 
so, perhaps, to each individual of the human species^ . 
nature has ordained the same quantity of wakefulness , 
and sleep ;. though divided by some into a total quies- . 
cence and vigorous exertion of their faculties, and. 
blended by otliers in a kind of twilight of existence, ia 
a state between dreaming and reasoning, in which they . 
cither think without action, or act without thought. . 
The poets are generally well affected to Sleep : at; 
men who think with vigour, they require respite from 
thought ; and gladly resign themselves to that gentle 
power, who not only bestows rest, but frequently 
leads them to happier regions, where patrons are al- 
ways kind, and audiences are always candid^ where 
they are feasted in the bowers of imagination, and 
crowned with flowers divested of their prickles, and 
laurtls cf unfading verdure. 

The more refined and penetrating part of manlypd, 
who take wide surveys of the wilds of life, who see 
the innumerable terrors and distresses that are peipe- 
tualy preying on the heart of man, and discera^^with 
unhappy persj icuity, calamities yet latent in their causes, 
are glad to dose their eyes upon the gloomy, prospept, 
and lose. in a short insensibility the remeiporMm l|^ 
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others* mideries and their own* The hero has na 
hjl^her hope» than that, after having rooted legions 
after legions, and added kingdom to kingdom, he 
•hall retire to milder happiness, and close his days io 
social festivity. The wit or the sage can expect no 
greater happiness, than that, after having harassed his 
reason in deep researches, and ^tigued his fancy in 
boundless excursions, he shall sink at night in th^ 
tranquillity of Sleep. 

liie poets, among all those that enjoy the blessingg 
of Sleep, have been least ashamed to acknowledge 
their benefactor. How much Statins considered the 
evils of life as assuaged and softened by the balm of 
•lumber, we may discover by that pathetic invocation, 
which he poured out in his waking nights : and that 
Cowley, among the other felicities of his darling soli- 
tude, aid not forget to number the privilege of sleeping 
without disturbance, we may learn fi'om the rank that 
he assigns among the gifts of nature to the poppy, 
• which is scattered,* says he, * over the fields of com, 
that all the needs of man may be easily satisfied* and 
that bread and sleep may be found together.* 

"'. Si quistnvtswn Cereri benigtui 

Meputat germen^ vehementer etrat ; 
Ilia me in partem rccipit libenter 

Ftrtilis agri. 

Meque frumentumque simul per ommi 
Conjulens mundo Dea spargit orat ; 
Crescite^ 1 dixit, duo magna luiten* 

tacula vit£m 

Carpe, mortalis, men dona latuif 

Carpef necpldntai alias require^ 

^d foiur panisf tatur et soporis. 

Cetera tpiimt* 
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He wildly errs who thinks I yield 
Precedence in the well-cloth'd field, 

Tho' mix'd with wheat I grow : 
Indulgent Ceres knew my worth, 
And to adorn the teeming earth, 

She bade the Poppy blow. 

Nor vainly gay the sight to please. 
But blest with power mankind to ease. 

The Goddess saw me rise : 
• Thrive with the life-supporting grain,* 
She cry 'd, ' the solace of the swam. 

The cordial of his eyes. 

•-Seize, happy mortal, seize the good ; 
My hand supplies thy sleep and food, 

And makes thee truly blest : 
With plenteous meals enjoy the day. 
In slumbers pass the night away, 
And leave to fate the rest.' 

C. B. 
Sleep, therefore, as jthe chief of all earthly bles^* 
ings, is justly appropriated to industry and tempe- 
rance ; the refieshing rest, and the peaceful nij^ 
are the portion only of him who lies down weary 
with honest labour, and free from the fumes of in- 
digested luxury ; it is the just doom of laziness and 
gluttony, to be inactive without ease, and drowsy with- 
out tranquillity. 

Sleep has been often mentioned as the image of 
death ; ' so like it,' says Sir Thomas Brown, < that 
I dare not trust it without my prayers :* their resem« 
blance is, indeed, apparent and striking ; they both, 
when they seize the body, leave the soul at liberty 2 
and wise is he that remembers of both, that they can 
be safe and happy only by Virtue. 
T. 
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Solvite tawtis animum monstris^ 

SolvitCf Superi ; rtciam in melius 

Vertite mentem, SEN. 

Oh ! save, ye Gods omnipotent and kind. 
From s ch ahhorr'd chimeras save the mind ! 
In truth's rtrait path no hideous monsters roar; 
*I'o trutli*s strait path the wand'ring raii:d restore. 

I WEXT a few days ago to visit a friend, whose un- 
derstanding is so much disordered by an injudicious 
" application to study, that he has been some time con- 
' fined in a madhouse. His imagination was always 
remarkably vigorous, and his judgment far from con- 
temptible : but having resolved to admit no propo- 
sition which he could not demonstrate to be true, 
and to proceed in no inquiry till he had perfectly 
* Jevolled the path before him ; his progress was pre- 
sently stopped, and his mind continued fixed upon pro- 
blems which no human abilities can solve, till its ob- 
ject became confused, and he mistook for realities the 
' illusions of fancy. 

T he unequal distribution of good and evil, the 

■ bufferings of virtue, and the enjoyments of vice, 

' had long busied and perplexed his understanding ; 

he could not discover, why . a being to whom all 
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things are possible, should leave mor il agents expos- 
ed to accidental happiness and misery ; why a child 
o ten languishes under diseases which are derived 
fiom a parent, and a parent suffers y.^t keener anguish 
Vy the rebellious ingratitude of a child ; why the ton- 
dcrest afTcction is often abus;.»d by the neplect of in- 
ditterence, or the insults of brutality ; and why vice 
has external advantages put -into her power, which 
virtue is compelled to renounce. 

He considered these phxnomena as blemishes in 
the moral system, and could not suppress romantic 
wishes to see them removed. These wishes he now 
believes to be in some degree accom])lished ; for he 
conceives him self transported to another ])lanet, peopled 
with beings like himself, and governed by such laws 
as human pride has often dictated to Divine Wis- 
dom for the government of the earth ; he fancies 
too, that he is attended by a being of a superior or- 
der, who has been commanded to take charge of him 
durinr his excursion ; and he says the name of tliis 
• being i§ Azail. But notwithstanding these extrava- 
gancies, he will sometimes reason with great sub- 
tilty ; and perfectly comprehends the force of any ar- 
gument that is brought against him, tliough the next 
moment he will be wandering in the mazes of phrenzy, 
or busied to accomplish some triiling or ridiculous 
pui*])ose. 

When I entered his room, he was sitting in a con- 
tem})lativc posture, with his eyes fixed upon the 
ground : he just glanced them upon me, but as I per- 
ceived that his imagination was busy, I was not wil- 
ling to interrupt it by the intrusion ojf foreign ideas ; I 
therefore seated myself near him, without speaking a 
word ; and after he had continued in his reverie near 
a quarter of an hour, he rose up, and seemed by his 
gestures to take leave of some invisible guest, whom 
.vrith jpeat ceremony he attended at the door. . Whe» 
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he returned, he addressed me with his asYjal fami. 
liarity ; and, without expressing any curiosity to know 
how I had followed him into a rt?gion so remote and 
difficult of access, he began to acquaint me with all 
that had passed in his imagination. 

< Azail,' said he, * has just promised, that he will 
to-morrow remove me from this solitary retirement to 
the metropolis ; where the advantages that arise 
^m a perfect coincidence of the natural and the 
moral world, will be ipore apparent and striking : he 
tells me, that you have been abroad with him this 
morning, and have made some discoveries which you 
are to communicate to me. Come, I know that you 
find this world very different ^om that which you 
left; there, all is confusion and deformity; good 
and evil seem to be distributed, not by design, but by 
chance : and religion is not founded on reason, but 
fiiith : here, all is order, harmony, and beauty : vice 
itself is only a deep shadow that gives strength and 
elegance to other figures in the moral picture : happi^ 
ness does, indeed, in some degree depend upon ex- 
ternals ; but even external advantages are the append- 
ages of virtue : eyery man spontaneously believes tlie 
rectitude which he sees, and rejoices that a blind 
• assent to propositions yrliiph cQptradict his experience 
is not exacted.' 

To this address I was at a loss hqyf to reply ; but 
some time was happily allo\^ed ine for recollection by 
fny friend, who having bow exh;i\uted his ideas, 
lighted a pipe of tobacco, and resigi^ed himself again 
to meditation. In this interval I determined to ac- 
commodate myself to his conceptions, and try what 
could be effected by decorating spi^^ arguments with 
the machinery of his fancy. 

* If Azail,' said I, < has referred yon to me, I will 
readily g^ratify your curiosity, but for my own part 
i am fUQre and mor^ ^lUsgiMXtd 'wistiwbift ^ace^ and 

6 
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I shall rejoice when I return to our own world. We 
have, I confess, been abroad this morning : but though 
die weather, as you see, is fine, and the countiy plea- 
sant, yet I have great reason to be dissatisfied with my 
walk. This, as you have remarked, is a retired part 
of the country : my discoveries, therefore, with respect 
to the people, have been few : and till to-day, I have 
seen no object that has much excited my curiosity, or 
could much contribute to my information : but just 
as we had crossed the third field from the house, I 
discovered a man lying near the path, who seemed 
to be perishing with disease and want ; as we approach- 
ed, he looked up at us with an aspect that expressed 
the utmost distiess, but no expectation of relief: the 
silent complaint which yet scarce implied a petition^ 
melted my heart with pity ; I ran to him, and gently 
raising him from the ground, inquired how I could be 
employed to assist him : the man gazed at me with 
astonishment ; and while he was making an effort to. 
speak, Azail suddenly forced me from him.' < Sup- 
press thy pity,' said he, * for it is impious : and for- 
bear attempts of relief, for they are vain : hast thou 
forgot, that happiness and misery are here exactly pixv 
portioned to virtue and vice ; and, therefore, that to 
alleviate the misery, or increase the happiness, is to de- 
stroy the equipoise of the balance, and to counterwork 
the designs of Heaven ?' 

' I felt the force of this reproof; and turning my 
eyes from an object which I could not behold without 
anguish, I soon discovered another person standing 
at some distance, and looking towai ds us : his fea^ 
tures were fixed in the dead calm of indifference, and 
expressed neither pleasure nor pain : I, therefore, in- 
quired of Azail, to what moral class he belonged ; 
what were his virtues, pasions, enjoyments, and expec- 
tatioos.' 

The xnan, said Azail» who \% \^ ^^\. ^£v)c!i:\ W 

2 4k 
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quiry, has not deserved, and, therefore, does not suffer 
positive pain, either of body or mind : he possesses 
ease and health, and enj©ys the temperate gratifica- 
tion of his natural appetites : this temperance is his 
irirtue, and this enjoyment its reward. He is destitute 
of whatever is distinguished upon earth by the name 
of Kind Affections or Social Virtue : the kind affec- 
tions would render his happiness dependent upon 
pthers; and the exercise of social virtue presupposes 
the happiness of others to be dependent upon him. 
Every mdividual is here a kind of separate system : 
among these there can be neither pity nor relief, neither 
bounty nor gratitude. I'o clothe the naked, to feed 
the hungry, and to comfort the afflicted, can be duties 
to those only, who are placed where the account of 
Providence with Vice and Virtue is kept open, and 
the mite of human benevolence may be accepted for 
either ; as the balance is deferred till hereafter, and 
will at last be stated with the utmost precision and 
impartiality. If these beings are intended for a future 
itate, it is not requisite they should know it ; the Deity 
would be justified, if they should lose existence and 
life together. Hojh? and fear are not necessary to 
adjust the scale of distributive justice, or to detel- them 
from obtaining private ^ratiiications at the expcnce of 
others : forever the happiness of others they have no 
power : their expectations, therefore, arc bounded by 
the grave ; and any calamity that would aftbrd a pro- 
bable proof of their existence beyond it, would be re- 
garded as the most fortunate event that could befal 
them. In that of which others complain, they would 
rejoice ; and adore as bounty, that which upon earth 
has been censured as injustice. * When Azail had 
vouchsafed me this information, I earnestly requested 
that I might no longer continue where my virtues had 
f objecti wl^ere there -w^i^ vio Vw^^vnese worthy nw 
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complacency, nor any misery that I was permitted to 
relieve.' 

All this while my friend seemed to listen with great 
attention, and I was encouraged to proceed. ' I 
could not forbear observing to Azail,' said I, * as we 
returned, that he had exhibited, in a very strong light, 
the great advantages, which are derived from that very 
constitution of the natural and moral world, which, 
being generally considered as defective, some have 
concealed with a view to justify Providence, and 
others have displayed as an argument that all things 
were produced by chance.*^ — ^ But, Sir,' said my 
friend, hastily interrupting me, * it is not merely the 
unequal distiibution, but the existence of evil, that the 
Stoics denied and the Epicureans admitted, for the 
purposes which you suppose ; and I can discover, 
without the assistance of Azail, that if moral evil 
had been excluded, the social affections would have 
been exercised only in the participatioa of happiness ; 
pity would have been well exchanged for complacency, 
and the alleviation of evil for the mutual commui^uca* 
tion of good.' I now conceived hopes that I had en^ 
gaged him in a train of thought, which would by de- 
grees lead him out of all his difRculties ; I applauded 
myself upon the success of my project, and believed 
I had nodiing to do, but to obviate the objection h^ 
had started, and to recapitulate my other argumentiy 
of which he had tacitly acknowledged the force. 
« My dear friend,* said I, * you talk of the exclusion 
of moral evil ; but does not the exclusion of moral 
evil from a society of human beings placed in a state of 
probation, appear to be as impossible as to give a 
circle the properties of a square ? and could man, 
supposing him to have continued impeccable, have 
lived upon earth, in perpetual security from pain ? 
would he not have been still liable to be crushed by a 
M, or wounded by a Uo>m i axidi& \\. t^R^^as6^^Ji^V!^Hi 
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that these erils, which unavoidably became prohaUe 
the moment our world and its first inhabitants were 
produced, are jojpareatly overruled by the Wise Cre- 
ator, and that Irom these he is perpetually educing 
good ? 

* The same act by which man forfeited his ori- 
ginal immortality, produced eventually a proo^ that it 
should be restored in a future state ; with such cir- 
cumstances, as more forcibly restrained vice by fear, 
and encouraged virtue by hope. Man, therefore, 
was urged by stronger motives to rectitude of life, 
and a further deviation to ill became more difficult 
than the fust; a new field was opened for the exer- 
cise of that virtue, which exercise only can improve. 
When distress came among us, the relief of (^stress 
was exalted into piety :' What ye did to the sick, 
and tlie prisoner, says the Author of our religion, ye 
did to me. But the sufferings of virtue do not only 
exercise virtue in others ; they are an earnest of ever- 
lasting felicity : and hope, widiout any temporary en- 
joyment, is of more worth than all temporary enjoy- 
ments without hope. The present system is, indeed, 
evidently in a state of progression ; in this view, it 
will appear to be a work worthy of Infinite Wisdom 
and Goodness ; for no one can complain that an ear 
of corn rots in the ground, who knows that it cannot 
otherwise spring up, and produce first the blade, then 
the ear, and afterwards an increase, by which alone it 
becomes useful.' 

I now paused in expectation of his reply, with the 
utmost confidence of success ; but while I was in 
fancy congratulating him on the recoveiy of his un- 
derstanding, and receiving the tlianks of his fiiends, 
to the utter confusion of my hope he burst into a 
violent fit of laughter. At first I was not less asto- 
nished than disappointed ; but I soon discovered, that 
while I was labouring ax. taj ai^janMaxt> ^>kvObl >h\!^\L^ 
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engrossed my attention, he had found means mischiev 
ously to shake the lighted tobacco from his pipe into 
my coat pocket, which having set fire to my hand- 
kerchief^ \yra8 now finding its way through the lining. 

This was so learned, rational, and ingenious acon« 
futation of all I had said, that I could not but retract 
my error : and as a friend to truth and free inquiry, 
I recommend the same method of reply to those in- 
genious gentlemen, who hare discoyercd, that ridi- 
cule is the test of truth ; and I am confidents that 
if they manage it with dexterity, it will always enable 
them perfectly to disconcert an antagonist who tri- 
umphs in the strength of his argument, and would 
otherwise bring contempt upon those who teach Prcb 
Tidcnce to govora die world. 
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N" 41. TUESDAY, MARCH 27, 1753. 



'Si mvtabile pectus 



Mst t/iif C0fiiUitSj Hon cyrribiUj vtert nostrit^ 
Jjnm 0oUif ei solitlii etiamnum sedibm aistmt ; 
Dumque male citato* nondum premis itucius axes* 
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And not my chariot but my counsel take ; 
While yet securely on the earth \ ou stand ; 
Nor touch the horses with too rash a hand. 



OVID. 



ADDISON. 



TO THE ADVENTURER. 



IIR, 



Fleet, March 24. 

I NOW send you the sequel of my story ; which had 
not been so Jong d'jlayed, if I could have brought my- 
self to imagine, that any jcal impatience was felt for 
the fate of Misargvrus ; who has travelled no un- 
beaten track to misery, and consequently can present 
the reader only witli such incidents as occur in 
daily life. 

You have seen me, Sir, in the zenith of my glory ; 
not dispensing the kindly warmth of an ali-cheering 
«un, but, like another Phaeton, scorching and blasting 
every thing round me. I shall procec'd, therefore, 
to finish my career, and pass as rapidly as possible 
through the remaining vicissitudes of my life. 

When I first began to be in want of money, I 
made no doubt of an imm^rdvAte su^^ly. The news- 
papers were perpetually oferitv^ totcUQ\A \tt tqkki^ 
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who seemed to have no other busineM than to gather 
heaps of gold for those who place their supreme fell* 
city in scattering it. I posted away, theretbre, to 
one of these advertisers, who by his proposals seemed 
to deal in thousands ; and was not a little chagrined 
to iindf that this general benefactor would have nothing 
to do with any larger sum than thirty pounds, nor 
would venture that without a joint note from myself 
and a reputable housekeeper, or for a longer time than 
three months. 

It was not yet so bad with me, as that I needed' to 
solicit surety tor tlurty pounds : yet partly from the 
greediness that extravagance always produces, and 
partly from a desire of seeing the humour of a pettjf 
usurer, a character of which I had hitherto lived iQ 
ignorance, I condescended to listen to his terms. 
lie proceeded to inform me of my great felicity in not 
falling into the hands of an extortioner ; and assured 
me, that I should find him extremely moderate in hit 
demands : he was not, indeed, certain, that he could 
furnish me with the whole sum, for people were at 
this particular time extremely pressing and importunate 
for money ; yet as I had the appearance of a gen* 
tleman, he would try what he could do, and give me 
his answer in three days. 

At the expiration of the time, I called upon him 
again ; and was again in&rmed of the great demand 
for money, and that * money was money now ;* he 
then advised me to be punctual in my payment, as 
that might induce him to befriend me hereafter ; and 
delivered me the money, deducting at the rate of five 
and thirty per cent, with another panegyric upon his 
own moderation. 

I will not tire jou with the various practices of 
usurious oppression ; but cannot omit my transactioii 
with Squeeze on Tower-hill, who finding me a young 
•fliaa of coQiideraUe expegutjoiM, cimj^ojcd so 9gsi$i 
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to persunde me to borrow five hundred pounds, to b; 
reflinded by an annual payment of twenty per cent, 
during the joint lives or his daughter Nancy Squeeze 
and myself. The negociator came prepared to inforce 
his proposal with all his heart ; but finding that I 
caught his offer vnih the eagerness of necessity, he 
. grew cold and languid : * he had mentioned it out 
of kindness ; he would try to serve me : Mr. Squeeze 
*wa8 an honest man, but extremely cautious.' In three 
days he came to tell me, that his endeavours had been 
'inefFcctual, Mr, Squeeze having no goo<i opinion of 
'my life ; but that there was one expedient remain- 
ing ; Mrs. Squeeze could influence her husband, and 
her good-will might be gained by a compliment. I 
'waited that afternoon en Mrs. Squeeze, and poured 
"Out before her the flatteries which usually gain access 
to rank and beauty : I did not then know, that therr 
are places in which the only compliment is a bribe. 
Having yet credit with a jeweller, I afterwards pro- 
cured a ring of thirty pTjincss, which I humbly prc- 
ficntcd, and was soon admitted to a treaty with Mr. 
Squeeze. He appeared peevish and backward, and 
my old friend v/hispercd me, that he would never 
mak* a diy bargain : I, therefore, invited him to a 
tavt rn. Nine times we met on the affair ; nine times 
I paid four pounds for the supper and claret ; and nine 
guineas I gave tlie agent for good offices. I then ob- 
tained the money, paying ten per cent, advance ; and 
at the tenth m.eeting gave another supper, and dis- 
bursed fifteen pounds for the writings. 

Others, wlio stiled themselves brokers, would only 
trust their money upon goods : that I might, there- 
fore, try every art of expensive folly, I took a house 
and furnished it. I amused myself with despoiling my 
moveables of their glossy ajipearance, for fear of alarm- 
ing the lender with suspicions ; and in this I suc- 
'tetded so well, thalVie iai^ioxxt^d mt mth^ one hun- 
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dred and sixty pounds upon that which was rated at 
seven hundred. I then found that I was to maintain 
A guardian about me, to pre^'ent the goods from being 
broken or removed. This was, indeed, an unexpected 
tax : but it was too late to recede : and I comforted 
myself, that I might prevent a creditor, of whom I 
had some apprehensions, from seizing, by having a 
prior execution always in the house. 

By such means I had so embarrassed myself, that 

• my whole attention was engaged in contriving ex- 

• cuses, and raising small sums to quiet such as words 
would no longer mollify. It cost me eighty pounds 
in presents to Mr. Leech the attorney, for his for- 
bearance of one hundred, which he solicited me to 
take when I had no need. I was pci-petually harass- 
ed with importunate demands, and insulted by wretches, 
who a few months before, would not have dared to 
raise their eyes from the dust before me. I lived in 
continual tenor, frighted by every noise at the door, 
and terrified at the approach of every step quicker 
than common. I never retired to rest, without feel- 
ing the justness of the Spanish proverb, * Let him 

- who sleeps too much borrow the pillow of a debtor ;* 
my solicitude and vexation kept me long waking ; 
and when I had closed my eyes, I was pursued and 
insulted by visionary bailiffs. 

When I reflected upon the meanness of the shifts I 
bad reduced myself to, I could not but curse the folly 
and cxtiavagance that had overwhelmed me in a sea 
of troubles, from which it was highly improbable that 
I should ever emerge. I had some time lived in hopes 
of an estate, at the death of my uncle ; but he disap- 
pointed me by mariying his housekeeper ; and, catch- 
ing an opportunity soon after of quarrelling with me, 
for settling twenty pounds a year upon a girl whom I 
had seduced, told me that he would take care to prevent 
• his fortune from bring squandered upon prostitutes. 
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Nothing now remained but the chance of extncat- 
ing mvseU by marriage ; a scheme which, I flattered 
myseify nothing but my present distress would have 
made me think on with patience. I determined, there- 
fore, to look out for a tender novice, with a large 
fortune at her own disposal ; and accordingly fixed my 
eyes upon Miss Biddy Simpen I had now paid her 
SIX or seven visits ; and so fully convinced her of my 
being a gentleman and a rake, that I made no doubt 
that both her person and fortune would be soon mine. 

At this critical time, Miss Gripe called upon me, 
in a chariot bought with mv money, and loaded with 
trinkets that I had in my ((ays of affluence lavished 
on her. Those days were now over ; and there was 
little hope that they would ever retunu She was not 
aUe to withstand the temptation of ten pounds that 
Talon the bailiff offered her, but brought him into my 
apartment disguised in a livery ; and taking my sword 
to the window, under pretence of admiring the work- 
manship, beckoned him to seize me* 

Delay would have been expensive without use, ai 
the debt was too considerable for payment or bail : I, 
therefore, suffered myself to be immediately conducted 
to jail. 

Vestibuium ante ipsum primhque im/ameiBiis Orci^ 

Lucius t^ ult rices posupre eubUia curs y 

Pallentesque bqhitani m^rbi, tristisque senectus^ 

£t metusf et malesuada fames ^et turpis err stcu, VIRG. 

Just in the g»te and in the jaws of hell, 
Kcvengeful cans, and sullen sorrows dwell ; 
. And pale diseases, and repining age ; 

Want, fear, apd famine's unresisted rage. DRYDEN. 

Confinement of any kind is dreadful ; a prison is 
sometimes able to shock those, who endure it in a 
good qs^Mst ; \<X your imagioation, therefore, ac^uaijat 
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you, with what I have not words to express, and con* 
ceive, if possible, the horrors of imprisonment attended 
with reproach and ignominy, of involuntary association 
with the refuse of mankind, with wretches who were 
before too abandoned for society, but being now freed 
from shame or fear, are hourly improving their vices 
by consorting with each other. 

There are, however, a few, whom like myself iip- 
prisonment has rather mortified than hardened : with 
these only I converse ; and of these you may perhaps 
hereafttcr receive some account from 

T* Your humble Servant, 

MISARGYRU& 
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